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Table 1. Progress in selected development indicators in the Syrian Arab Republic, 1990-2010 

Indicator Base year Pre-conflict value 

Income level and distribution   

 Gross national income per capitaa 4248 6334 

 Poverty incidence (international poverty line)b 7.9 0.3 

 Poverty incidence (national poverty line)c 14.3 11.9 

 Poverty gap ratiod 2.9 2.1 

 Share of poorest quintile in total household consumption expendituree 7.9 8.0 

 Gini coefficientf 32.6 35.8 

Health   

 Prevalence of stuntingg 32.9 28.1 

 Infant mortality rateh 30.4 14.6 

 Maternal mortality ratei 130.0 54.9 

Education   

 Adjusted net enrolment rate in primary educationj 95.0 99.1 

 Primary completion ratek 90.1 106.9 

 Literacy rate of the youthl 88.0 95.1 

Gender parity   

 Gender parity index for school enrolment at the primary levelm 0.90 0.97 

 Gender parity index for school enrolment at the secondary leveln 0.73 0.99 

 Share of women in employmento 15.2 15.8 
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Figure 1. Battle-related deaths in the Arab region, 2000-2014 
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A. The developmental consequences 
of conflict 

1. Income and economic activity 

Figure 2. Forecasts for the rate of growth of constant GDP in the Syrian Arab Republic,  

2010-2016 
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Figure 3. Water stress level in conflict-affected Arab countries, 2013 

 

http://www.wri.org/resources/data_sets
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Figure 4. Food security index in conflict-affected Arab countries, 2015 

https://data.eiu.com/
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2. Health and education 
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3. The special case of displaced populations 
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Figure 5. Refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the Arab region 

A. Refugees and IDPs from the Arab region,  

2003-2014 (Percentage of total population) 

B. Distribution of refugees residing  

in the Arab region, 2014 

  

C. Refugees by country of origin, 2010-2015 

(Percentage of total population) 

D. IDPs, 2010-2015 

(Percentage of total population) 
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4. The generational impact of conflict 

5. Institutions 
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6. Regional and global ramifications 



15 

 

Figure 6. Evolution of institutional indicators in Arab countries in conflict, 2005-2014 

A. Control of corruption B. Government effectiveness 

  

C. Regulatory quality D. Rule of law 

  

B. Conflict and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
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1. Analysing the 2030 Agenda 
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2. Pursuing the 2030 Agenda in fragile States 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. Targets for SDG 16 
  

16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere 

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children 

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all 

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets 

and combat all forms of organized crime 

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms 

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels 

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels 

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global governance 

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration 

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation 

and international agreements 

16.a Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for building capacity at all 

levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime 

16.b Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development 
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C. Conclusion 
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2. Ingredients of Peacebuilding 

A. Negotiated settlement 
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B. Transitional justice and human 
rights 
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1. Truth-seeking processes and reparation 

programmes 
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2. Judicial and quasi-judicial processes 
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3. Lessons learned 

C. National dialogues 
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D. Disarmament, demobilization  
and reintegration 
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E. Economic and social opportunities 
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G. Conclusion 
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3. Governance and Institutional Reforms  

as Peacebuilding Mechanisms 
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1. Professionalization 
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2. Centralized military command structures 
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3. Accountability to civilians 
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B. Administrative institutions 
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1. Meritocratic recruitment and promotion 
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2. Salary competitiveness 

3. Autonomy 
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C. Judicial institutions 
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1. Independence 
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2. Integrity and accountability 
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3. Transparency and efficiency 
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4. Equal access 

D. Political institutions: political 
parties and legislatures 



65 

 

1. Political parties 



66 
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2. Legislatures 
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E. Conclusion 
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4. Conflict, Institutions and Governance  

in the Arab Region 

A. Security institutions  



70 

1. Security institutions in Iraq 



71 

 

2. Security institutions in Libya 



72 

3. Security institutions in the Sudan 
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4. Security institutions in Yemen 
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5. Security sector reform  
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B. Administrative institutions 
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1. Administrative institutions in Iraq 
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2. Administrative institutions in Libya 

3. Administrative institutions in the Sudan 
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4. Administrative institutions in Yemen C. Judicial institutions  
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1. Judicial institutions in Iraq 



81 

 

Table 3. Structures of the court systems 
  

Iraq Higher Judicial Council 

Supreme Court 

Cassation Court 

Public Prosecution Department 

Judiciary Oversight Commission 

Federal courts 

Libya Supreme Court 

First Instance Court 

Appeals Court 

Sudan Supreme Court 

General (Summary) Court 

Appeals Court 

Syrian Arab Republic Magistrate Court 

Juvenile Court 

Customs Court 

First Instance Court 

Appeals Court 

Cassation Court 

Yemen Supreme Court 

First Instance Court 

Appeals Court 

Table 4. Constitutional provisions on the judiciary 

  

Guarantees the independence of the 

judiciary 

Specifies  

court structure 

Judicial review of 

constitutionality of 

legislation 

Iraq Yes, few detailed provisions Yes Supreme Court 

Libya No No Supreme Court 

Sudan Yes, some detailed but weak provisions Yes Constitutional Court 

Syrian Arab Republic Yes, few detailed provisions No Constitutional Court 

Yemen Yes, strong and detailed provisions No Supreme Court 

Table 5. Specialized courts 

  Provides specialized courts Specified judicial council and its composition 

Iraq   Yes, Judicial Council nominates the Chief Justice 

Libya Constitution to be drafted Constitution to be drafted 

Sudan Some provisions Yes, leaves composition to legislation;  

powerful Chief Justice and President 

Syrian Arab Republic Some provisions Headed by President 

Yemen Prohibited by Constitution Composition determined by legislature 

http://web.dubaichamber.ae/LibPublic/Arab%20judicial%20structures.pdf
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2. Judicial institutions in Libya 



83 

 

3. Judicial institutions in the Sudan 

4. Judicial institutions in Yemen 
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D. Political institutions 

1. Political parties 
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2. Legislatures 
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5. Monitoring Institutional Development 
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A. Monitoring security institutions 
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Table 6. Monitoring security institutions: expert assessments, most recent data available 

Variable Dataset Publisher Range Year Iraq Libya Sudan 

Syrian 

Arab 

Republic Yemen 

Reliability of 

police 

services 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (worst) 

– 7 (best) 

2014  2.0   2.3 

Monopoly 

on the use of 

force 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) 

– 10 

(best) 

2014 4.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 4.0 

Anti-

corruption 

in the 

defence 

sector 

Government 

Defence Anti-

corruption Index 

Transparency 

International – 

United 

Kingdom 

A (best) – 

F (worst) 

2015 F F  F F 

Figure 7. Monitoring security institutions: perceptions surveys, most recent data available  

A. To what extent do you think the lack of respect for human rights  

for security purposes in your country is justified? 

 

B. How would you evaluate the police in carrying out its tasks and duties? 
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C. To what extent do you trust the public security institution (the police)? 

 

D. To what extent do you trust the armed forces? 

 

B. Monitoring administrative 
institutions 
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Table 7. Monitoring administrative institutions: expert assessments, most recent  

data available 

Variable Dataset Publisher Range Year Iraq Libya Sudan 

Syrian 

Arab 

Republic Yemen 

Public sector 

management 

Country Policy 

and Institutional 

Assessments 

World Bank 

Group 

1 (worst) – 

6 (best) 

2014   2.2  2.7 

Efficient use of 

assets 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 

10 (best) 

2014 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.0 3.0 

Quality of the 

public 

policymaking 

process 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

Centre 

d’Etudes 

Prospectives 

et 

d’Informations 

Internationales 

(CEPII) 

0 (low 

quality) – 4 

(high 

quality) 

2012 1.6 1.2 2.0 2.8  

Effectiveness of 

policy 

implementation 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 

10 (best) 

2014 5.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 

Policy 

coordination 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 

10 (best) 

2014 3.0 5.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 

Transparency 

of government 

policymaking 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (worst) – 

7 (best) 

2014  2.9   3.7 

Open budget Open Budget 

Index 

International 

Budget 

Partnership 

0 (worst) – 

100 (best) 

2015 3.0  10.0  34.0 

Perception of 

corruption 

Corruption 

Perceptions 

Index 

Transparency 

International 

0 (worst) – 

100 (best) 

2014 16.0 18.0 11.0 20.0 19.0 

Level of 

administrative 

corruption 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (low 

corruption) 

– 4 (high 

corruption) 

2012 4.0 4.0 3.0 4.0  

Bribery depth Enterprise 

Surveys 

World Bank 

Group. 

0 (no 

bribery) – 

100 (high 

bribery) 

2009

-

2014 

34.0  8.0 34.0 61.0 

Role of 

networks for 

recruitment and 

promotion in 

public 

administration 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (no role) 

– 4 

(important 

role) 

2012 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.0  
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Figure 8. Monitoring administrative institutions: perceptions surveys, most recent  

data available 

A. How would you evaluate the performance of the Government  

in carrying out its tasks and duties? 

 

B. Do you think that there is corruption within the State’s institutions and agencies? 

 

C. Have you paid a bribe to any of these services in the past 12 months? 
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D. To what extent is the Government run by a few big entities acting in their own best interests? 

 

E. How important are personal contacts to get things done? 

 

C. Monitoring judicial institutions 
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Table 8. Monitoring judicial institutions: expert assessments, most recent data available 

Variable Dataset Publisher Range Year Iraq Libya Sudan 

Syrian 

Arab 

Republic Yemen 

Enforcement of 

judicial 

decisions 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very low 

enforcement) – 

4 (strong 

enforcement of 

decisions) 

2012 2.0 2.0 3.0 4.0  

Timeliness of 

judicial 

decisions 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very slow 

decisions) – 4 

(fast decisions) 

2012 1.0 1.0 3.0 3.0  

Degree of 

judicial 

independence 

vis-à-vis the 

State 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very low 

judicial 

independence) 

– 4 (strong 

independence) 

2012 1.0 2.0 3.0 2.0  

Efficiency of 

legal 

framework in 

settling 

disputes 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (extremely 

inefficient) – 7 

(extremely 

efficient) 

2014  2.4   2.3 

Efficiency of 

legal 

framework in 

challenging 

regulations 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (extremely 

difficult) – 7 

(extremely 

easy) 

2014  2.4   2.5 

Independent 

judiciary 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 10 

(best) 

2014 3.0 3.0 2.0 2.0 4.0 

Legal and 

regulatory risks 

Risk Briefing The 

Economist 

Intelligence 

Unit 

1 (no risk) – 100 

(most risky) 

2014 78.0 93.0 75.0 83.0 73.0 

Enforcing 

contracts 

Doing Business World Bank 

Group 

0 (worst) – 1 

(best) 

2015 0.56 0.54 0.52 0.48 0.54 
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Figure 9. Monitoring judicial institutions: perceptions surveys, most recent data available 

A. Have you paid a bribe to judicial services  

in the past 12 months? 

B. Perceptions of corruption of judiciary (percentage 

that think it is corrupt or extremely corrupt)  

  

C. Trust in the courts  D. Performance of the judiciary in carrying out its 

tasks and duties 

  

E. How difficult or easy is it to obtain access to the 

concerned official to file a complaint when you feel 

that your rights have been violated? 

F. If you had a claim against someone and you were 

not able to rectify the situation through available 

personal and social means, would you resort to the 

judiciary to restore your rights? 
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G. Please identify the extent of your agreement or 

disagreement with: “The judiciary penalizes guilty 

persons even if they are senior officials in the 

Government” 

H. To what extent do you think that freedom to sue the 

Government and its agencies is guaranteed in your 

country? 

  

D. Monitoring political institutions 
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Table 9. Monitoring political institutions: expert assessments, most recent data available 

Variable Dataset Publisher Range Year Iraq Libya Sudan 

Syrian 

Arab 

Republic Yemen 

Effective 

power to 

government 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 10 

(best) 

2014 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 2.0 

Policy 

coordination 

Bertelsmann 

Transformation 

Index 

Bertelsmann 

Stiftung 

1 (worst) – 10 

(best) 

2014 3.0 5.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 

Respect for 

the rules 

governing the 

assumption of 

political office 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (no 

respect) – 4 

(full respect) 

2012 4.0 0.0 3.5 2.5  

Functioning of 

political 

institutions 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 

(widespread 

irregularities) 

– 4 (perfectly 

fair) 

2012 2.5 2.7 3.3 2.3  

Capacity for 

State reform 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very low 

capacity) – 4 

(strong 

capacity) 

2012 2.0 2.0 3.0 2.5  

Capacity for 

sectoral 

reform 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very low 

capacity) – 4 

(strong 

capacity) 

2012 1.2 2.0 2.0 3.0  

Obstacles to 

public action 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very 

limited) – 4 

(severe) 

2012 3.8 2.6 2.0 2.2  

Political 

authorities 

decision-

making 

autonomy 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very 

limited) – 4 

(strong) 

2012 3.0 2.0 4.0 4.0  

Quality of the 

public policy 

making 

process 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very low) – 

4 (very good) 

2012 1.6 1.2 2.0 2.8  
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Variable Dataset Publisher Range Year Iraq Libya Sudan 

Syrian 

Arab 

Republic Yemen 

Role of 

networks in 

the selection 

of senior 

leaders 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (very 

limited) – 4 

(very 

important) 

2012 4.0 3.0 3.3 4.0  

Influence of 

donors 

Institutional 

Profile Database 

French 

Development 

Agency and 

CEPII 

0 (no 

influence) – 4 

(significant 

influence) 

2012 3.0 2.0 2.0 0.0  

Efficiency of 

legal 

framework in 

challenging 

regulations 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (extremely 

difficult) – 7 

(extremely 

easy) 

2014  2.4   2.5 

Transparency 

of government 

policymaking 

Global 

Competitiveness 

Index 

World 

Economic 

Forum 

1 (worst) – 7 

(best) 

2014  2.9   3.7 

Figure 10. Monitoring political institutions: perceptions surveys, most recent data available 

A. Perceptions of corruption of political parties 

(percentage that think that they are corrupt or 

extremely corrupt)  

B. Perceptions of corruption of parliament/legislature 

(percentage that think that they are corrupt or 

extremely corrupt)  
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C. Trust in the elected council of representatives  

(the parliament) 

D. The performance of the parliament in carrying out 

its tasks and duties 

  

E. Did you vote in the last parliamentary elections? F. How would you evaluate the last parliamentary 

elections? 

  

G. To what extent do you think that parliament (the 

elected council of representatives) has a role in the 

formation of economic policies? 

H. To what extent do you think that parliament (the 

elected council of representatives) has a role in the 

formation of social policies? 
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I. To what extent do you think that parliament (the 

elected council of representatives) has a role in the 

formation of foreign policies? 

J. To what extent do you think that freedom to vote 

(parliamentary, municipal and provincial elections) is 

guaranteed in your country? 

  

E. Conclusion 
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6. Conclusions and Policy Implications 
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Endnotes 

Chapter 1 

1 Data were taken from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA, 2015d), according to which 

displacement affected more than half of the pre-war population (21.5 million): 19 per cent as refugees abroad and 35  

per cent as internally displaced persons (IDPs). These figures only include the registered displaced population and 

would be substantially higher if the unregistered could also be taken into account. 

2 The other two Arab countries in conflict, namely Iraq and Libya, are not included in the Global Food Security Index data set. 

3 ESCWA calculations based on data from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and 

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 

 

Chapter 2 

1 The Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa remains the only truth commission that had a clear mandate to 

grant amnesty to perpetrators. That Commission granted amnesties only for politically motivated crimes and upon the 

applicant’s fully and publicly revealing the details of the crimes committed. Other countries have also considered this 

approach, under the assumption that it would motivate perpetrators to confess (Liberia). However, great concerns are 

raised over this approach given that it is effective only if serious threats of prosecutions exist, and can, in some 

contexts, encourage perpetrators. For a detailed discussion on this issue, see OHCHR, 2006b.  

2 See the example of the Timor Leste Truth Commission, where civil and criminal liability were disregarded for non-serious 

crimes dependent on full admission, apology and symbolic payment as per Timorese local customs. 

3 The Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission decided that its terms of reference, which called for investigation 

into “violations and abuses of human rights and international humanitarian law”, included economic, social and cultural 

rights. When persons came forward with such complaints, it accepted them in the same manner as violations of civil and 

political rights. Other commissions, such as the Peruvian commission, have decided to focus on violations of civil and 

political rights in their statement-taking, hearings and investigations, although in some cases economic rights are 

intertwined; often, the final reports do directly address economic, social and cultural rights, especially in the 

recommendations. 

4 See http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/file/resources/collections/commissions/Morocco-Charter.pdf for an unofficial 

translation of the decree establishing the Commission. 

5 The Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet includes four civil society groups, namely the Tunisian Human Rights League, 

the Tunisian Order of Lawyers, the Tunisian General Labour Union, and the Tunisian Confederation of Industry, Trade 

and Handicrafts. The Quartet aligned forces in 2013 when Tunisia was at critical juncture between democratic transition 

and violence, and essentially drew a road map aimed at a peaceful transition, calling for the resignation of the Cabinet, 

the establishment of a new election commission and the revision of the Constitution.  

6 The doctrine of superior responsibility is provided for in Statute Article 7(3) of the International Criminal Tribunal for the 

former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Statute Article 6(3) of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and Rome Statute 

Article 28. The ICTY and ICTR provisions are identical. In order to invoke criminal responsibility under ICTY, Statute 

Article 7(3) on the basis of superior responsibility, the following must be met: (a) existence of a superior-subordinate 

relationship between the superior (the accused) and the perpetrator of the crime; (b) the accused knew or had reason to 

know that the crime was about to be or had been committed; and (c) the accused failed to take the necessary and 

reasonable measures to prevent the crime or punish its perpetrator. 

http://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/file/resources/collections/commissions/Morocco-Charter.pdf
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7 Article 8 establishes specialized chambers within the courts of first instance in the governorates that have appeals 

courts. It states that judges appointed to these chambers must never have participated in trials of a political nature and 

must receive training in transitional justice. 

8 Sihem Ben Sedrine, Head of the Truth and Dignity Commission, considers the law an unnecessary parallel procedure 

that would only hinder the Commission’s work, disrupt the transitional justice process and lead to stripping the 

Commission of its jurisdiction over revealing the truth, holding people accountable, and reconciliation. A number of 

legislators representing the opposition, including the Democratic Current and the Popular Front, who were present at the 

large protest of 12 September 2015, demanded the outright withdrawal of the law and encouraged further 

demonstrations (Samti, 2015). 

9 More information is available from 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AroadmapagreedforanArabregionalhumanrightsstrategy.aspx#stha

sh.tNxRjKFB.dpuf.  

10 The Arab Charter of Human Rights is available from http://www.humanrights.se/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Arab-

Charter-on-Human-Rights.pdf. The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam is contained in United Nations 

document A/CONF.157/PC/62/Add.18, available from 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/CONF.157/PC/62/Add.18.  

11 See http://bangkok.ohchr.org/programme/asean/principles-regional-human-rights-mechanisms.aspx.  

12 See https://www.crisisgroup.org/who-we-are/crisis-group-updates/crisis-group-congratulates-tunisian-national-

dialogue-quartet. 

 

Chapter 3 

1 This need for a security apparatus that is strong enough to execute the orders of civilians, but not so strong that it 

ignores them, is referred to as the civil-military challenge (Feaver, 1996).  

2 See, for example, Howe (2001), who argues that, in addition to transparency and meritocracy, accountability helps to 

elevate security institutions.  

3 Ottaway (2002, p. 1006) also claims that “accountability of the military and the police to civilian authorities” is critical to 

stability. 

4 In addition, Weber saw “patrimonial bureaucracy” as a particular form of bureaucracy staffed with such unfree officials 

as “slaves or ministeriales”, as opposed to administrative institutions that are incompetent and organizationally weak 

(from Erdmann and Engel, 2007).  

5 Within that context, Goldsmith (1999, p. 546) writes that ”countries that fail to bring their public bureaucracies closer in 

line with Weberian precepts are going to have a hard time meeting their populations' economic and social needs”. 

6 Studies have shown that bureaucratic efficiency is improved by having clear guidelines, clear assignments and clear 

feedback for bureaucratic performance (Anwaruddin, 2004, p. 305). 

7 The achievements of successful countries “have been built on a base of impartial, professional bureaucrats”, indicating 

that “Weberian insights are correct” (Goldsmith, 1999, p. 525). 

8 The patrimonial bureaucracy is often referred to as a type of administration where civil servants are responsible and 

loyal to a particular leader, rather than to the State. Corruption levels tend to be high given that government jobs are 

treated as income-producing assets rather than positions of public service. This report uses the terms patrimonialism 

and neo-patrimonialism synonymously. The key difference between the two is that the latter is a patrimonial system that 

also has a rational-legal veneer. 

9 Evans (1992) argued that the strength of autonomous institutions was in that they are “embedded” with society and able 

to work with society to achieve collective goals, while not being captured by particularistic interests. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AroadmapagreedforanArabregionalhumanrightsstrategy.aspx#sthash.tNxRjKFB.dpuf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AroadmapagreedforanArabregionalhumanrightsstrategy.aspx#sthash.tNxRjKFB.dpuf
http://www.humanrights.se/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Arab-Charter-on-Human-Rights.pdf
http://www.humanrights.se/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Arab-Charter-on-Human-Rights.pdf
file:///C:/Users/918977/Downloads/contained
http://bangkok.ohchr.org/programme/asean/principles-regional-human-rights-mechanisms.aspx
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10 Of course, judicial independence requires governments that agree to respect the law. As the World Bank (2002, p. 118) 

writes, forcing “rulers to follow the law is a problem as old as government itself”. This underscores the fact that 

governments may not want to develop high-quality institutions in the first place, a problem that lies outside of the scope 

of this study. 

11 In examining party institutionalization, some correlations can be found which bear more exploration.  Looking at the 

evidence from Africa, countries with the most institutionalized parties, such as Botswana and Tanzania, are also the 

most stable (Basedau and Stroh, 2008). In Latin America, Chile and Uruguay have the most institutionalized parties. They 

also are considered to be the most stable countries in the region (Mainwaring and Scully, 2008). In Asia, Japan, 

Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan are cited as the countries with the most institutionalized parties (Hicken and Kuhonta, 

2011). They are also considered to be very stable. Very few studies have measured the institutionalization of political 

parties outside these regions.  

 

Chapter 4 

1 Available from http://www.arabbarometer.org/instruments-and-data-files.

2 Available from http://english.dohainstitute.org/release/5083cf8e-38f8-4e4a-8bc5-fc91660608b0. 

3 There are approximately 350,000 personnel in the Iraqi army and armed forces, and 450,000 in the police. The strongest 

force is the mostly Shiite Counter Terrorism Service (CTS), which reported directly to former Prime Minister Nouri al-

Maliki. Some 4,000 members of CTS are also in the Iraqi Special Operations Forces (ISOF). The national air force remains 

limited. 

4 According to the International Institute for Strategic Studies (The Military Balance Database, available from 

http://www.iiss.org/en/publications/military-s-balance), the Sudanese Armed Forces had an estimated 104,800 personnel 

in 2007, which were supported by 17,500 paramilitary personnel. The number grew to 109,300 in 2011. Irregular tribal and 

former rebel militias and the Popular Defense Forces supplement the army’s strength in the field. The Popular Defense 

Forces have the additional duty of maintaining internal security. 

5 See http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/sudan/pdf.htm. 

 

Chapter 5 

1 For more details on measuring governance and institutional development, see the extensive discussion in ESCWA, 

2014b. 

2 For a complete description and review of the statistical sources, also see ESCWA, 2014b. 
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Today, conflicts of varying intensity directly affect at least half of the 
Arab countries, while the rest endure spillover effects, impeding peoples’ 
fundamental right to live their lives free from fear and want. Conflict in the 
region has resulted in the catastrophic loss of life, displaced more than 22 
million people and severely disrupted livelihoods. At the very least it has 
reduced the quality of life and significantly undermined opportunities for 
sustainable development. Conflict has also severely eroded institutions, 
polarized societies and fractured social cohesion. The Arab region faces 
daunting challenges to restore political consensus and social cohesion in 
order to start a rehabilitation process. Countries must first respond to the 
immediate needs of the population by developing representative, responsive, 
accountable and just institutions that can deliver services equitably. 

This report discerns priority issues for a conflict-sensitive approach to 
governance. It identifies four groups of priority institutions for reform. 
First, security institutions should strive to become professionalized, 
develop a centralized military command structure and be put under 
civilian accountability. Secondly, administrative institutions need to enact 
mechanisms that ensure that they are autonomous, that recruitment and 
promotion follow meritocratic rules, and that salaries are competitive. 
Thirdly, judicial institutions must be independent, transparent and efficient, 
and able to provide equal access to all. Finally, political institutions need to 
include coherent, democratic and representative political parties, as well as 
strong, independent legislative bodies that can provide a counterbalance 
to the executive power. The report concludes by proposing to establish 
an observatory of institutional reform to monitor the main institutional 
dimensions of a transformation out of conflict.
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