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Preface

Youth population, defined as persons between 15 and 24 years of age constitute almost g fifth of the
world’s population in 2005. Close to 66 million of men and women of that age group live in the Arab region in
2005, growing from 44 million in 1990. Youth make up nearly 21 percent of the Arab population; of which 60
percent or 39 milion young people are located in the member countries of the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

The United Nations has long recognized that youth are key agents for social change and economic
development. Member States have acknowledged this matter in 1965, when they adopted the Declaration on
the Promotion among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between People.
Two decades later, in 1985, the General Assembly called for the observance of the International Youth Year;
Participation, Development and Peace, which drew international attention to the vital role that young people
play in development, and in working to achieve the goals of the Charter of the United Nations. Later in 1995,
on the tenth anniversary of the International Youth Year, the United Nations adopted an international
strategy- The World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond- to address the problems
of youth and to increase the opportunities for their participation in society. The World Programme' covers ten
priority areas, targeted to the attention of national policy makers and provides the framework for measuring
and evaluating the achievements.

The Millennium Summit of September 2000 reinforced this commitment by addressing the youth
employment problem. A total of 189 heads of State and Government resolved in the United Nations
Millennium Declaration to “develop and implement strategies that give young people everywhere a real
chance to find decent and productive work™. Youth employment became an integral part of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and acquired the status of a goal in its own right.

The present issue of the Compendium of Social Statistics and Indicators is dedicated to Youth. It
seeks to address three priority areas of the World Programme, exploring issues of education, employment
and health. The report is divided into the following two parts: Part one “Profiles of Youth in ESCWA member
countries” contains selected youth indicators for all 13 ESCWA member countries. The data are for the most
recent year available; and Part two “Youth in social and economic life” provides a broad picture of the social
and economic life of youth in the region. Time series are presented, where possible, to illustrate patterns of
change.

Information throughout the Compendium has been obtained from three main sources: replies of
national statistical offices to ESCWA questionnaires; official national statistical yearbooks and reports, and
electronic databases of various international organizations particularly the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (DESA) Population Division, the United Nations Educational, Scientiic and Cultural
Organization (UNESCQ) and the International Labour Organization (ILO). Sources of the data and
corresponding notes are given below each table. For a number of ESCWA countries the latest available
data go back to the period 1995-1999, depending on the indicator and the country. This limits the use of
these indicators for decision-making, especially as the region is witnessing one of the highest population
growth rates in the world and the proportion of youth in the population is high. An extrapolation is, therefore,
needed.

The Compendium is aimed at a wide audience of users of statistics. It is hoped that it will satisfy
their requirements of youth indicators. Any comments on the data would be very welcome and should be
addressed to the Head of Statistics Coordination Unit at ESCWA at the following email address:
hussein @un_org)

! The ten priorities are as follows: education, employment, hunger and poverty, health, environment, drug abuse, juvenile delinquency,
leisure-time activities, gifs and young women and the full and affective participation of youth in the iife of society and in decision

making.
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Part one: Profiles of Youth in ESCWA member countries
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BAHRAIN

Selected social and economic indicators

Latest
available  Both
year sexas Men Women
i e s A el S Jay sl

Youth population (thousands) 2005 109 56 53
Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 150 135 169
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 2004 na 241 5550
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years {per thousand) 2004 na 20 5.80
Youth illiteracy rates (percentage) 2005 1.2 08 04
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage) 2001 26 20 31
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 2001 415 552 259
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 2001 207 17.8 275
Lite expectancy at age 15 (years) 2005-10 614 802 63.0

Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand)
15-19 years 2002 na na. 13.7
20-24 years 2002 na. na. 96.7
Death rate among youth (per thousand) 2004 06 07 04
Disability rate among perscns 15-24 years (percentage) 2001 07 08 0.6
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) 2001 7.6 128 1.7
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Mote: Two dots (..) indicate that data ara not available; and entries marked n.a. indicate that data are not applicable.
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Percentage of youth out of total population, 2005

15.0

15 2 O 36 ahgiall ol

Life expectancy at age 15 years

2005-2010

2000-2005

1995-2000

il ¥ G e T2 J v it gl e () el

2005-1990 roipsll gl Hat) S
Youth illiteracy rates, 1990-2005

3N
Men

» ol
Women

Yoars




EGYPT s

Selected social and economic indicators 3 e dyalualil y dpebalipd il plisa
Latest
avallable Both
year aaxes Men Women

B M A1 gl NS By sl

Youth population (thousands) 2005 15,441 7,806 7,635 (<) bt Sl 3
Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 20.9 21.0 207 (e pon g} il 30 ) gl St 2 dpess
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (pes thousand) 2004 na. 185 52.8 (=RTYL) 24-15 &t 2l b oY) (gl oty 31 DY
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 2003 n.a. 1.0 32 (VYY) 24-15 2y penll 48D i poliad) gl SAIN Y ane
Youth illiteracy rates {percentage) 2005 265 212 321 (PRI SR PPN E PR T EN
Youth who completed tertiary-level education {percentage) 1996 25 2.5 24 (st duad) paaadl el 5Lah (ol oboli
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 2001 28.2 383 16.4 (i 50 ) ol 5 pca SN Jome
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 2001 258 18.4 438 (e Tl ol gl i i
Life expectancy at age 15 (years) 2005-10 59.0 57.0 61.0 (il giaaly) 15 N ur i ilgall g 5
Age-specific fertility rate among women {per thousand) (el STy olaaill ol &y panll &y pomil s

15-19 years 2003 n.a. na. 47.0 19-15 4y pualt Ll

20-24 years 2003 na. na. 185.0 24-20 Al il
Death rate among youth (per thousand) 2003 0.9 11 07 il JAT) el gl Bti gl e
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) 1996 14 17 10 (A sin o) 24-15 &y peald Lt i Solidh ) e Jes
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) . B . . i e Ry 2445 s ponh Rl 3 kil ol el e
MNota: Twa dots (..) indicate that data are not available; and entries marked n.a. indicate that data are not applicable Y At o g LT U e i o e () oM S
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IRAQ Sl

Selected social and economic indicators B Aide Ll y Lo baiah i pbipe

Latest
avallable
year Both sexes Men Women

B i Al pdp B Ja sl

Youth population (thousands) 2005 5808 2,959 2,849 (L) ladll Sl 22
Youth population as percentage of total poputation 2005 20.2 20.3 20.0 (B g o) Pl 2 K] I At A 20 B
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1997 na. 1080 2920 {3Y) 24-15 G el Rl i usla Y ol g i1 Y 2ma
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1997 n.a. 14 6.1 (LY 24-15 3 jaalt Lidlh b utinZ1 ol 30D Y e
Youth illiteracy rates (percentage) 2005 535  39.1 68.6 [T P TR TR T
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage) . B B B (g ia i) pralandl el 1 glash pall
Youth economic activity rate {percentage) 1997 360 671 4.8 (B oo guai) Ll g B Sl Je
Youth unemployment rate (percentage} 1997 253 26.6 6.9 (a0 i) kel o) Wl Jms
Life expectancy at age 15 {years) 2005-10 540 526 554 (<t i} 15 3 s sic Byalh i
Age-specific fertility rate among women {per thousand) [P G P TN PR T TN

15-18 years 2000 na. na. 162 19-15 iy el diit

20-24 years 2000 na. na 1001 24-20 & el it
Death rate among youth {per thousand) B . . . (il JEI) kil o g Jma
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years {percentage) . . . . (R gin dpesi) 24-15 2 panlt il 3 Sl o) AR e
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) B B . B (R paa diad) 24-15 B jaalt 3l i 52 (il S
Note: Two dots {..} indicate that data are not aveilatle; and enirias marked n.a. indicate thal gata are not applicabla. el ¥ il O e "nal a8y 6 bse b il ol e () Rk o

2005 1 Sandl Jag ) 2l ) gl A 2005-1990 cptpullt (g2l dpalt oY ama
Percentage of youth out of total population, 2005 Youth illiteracy rates, 1990-2005
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JORDAN

Selected social and economic indicators

Youth population (thousands)
Youth population as percentage of total population
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Youth iliteracy rates (percentage)
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage)
Youth economic activity rate {percentage)
Youth unempleyment rate (percentage)
Life expectancy at age 15 (years)
Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand)
15-19 years
20-24 years
Death rate among youth {per thousand)
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

Smoking rate among persens 15-24 years (percentage)

ot

Bt abuatll p Le Ll & plipa

Latest
available Both
year sexes Men Women
PAf L A uia NS Ry Pl
2005 1,138.0 5830 556.0 (VY arkpll Sl 22
2005 20.0 19.7 203 (Rpie i) Sl 200 S I sl S e Lpadi
2003 n.a. 47.1 75.2 (SYY) 24-15 Gyl il b ki) o3 2yl Yo
2003 na. 57 11.1 (YY) 24-15 &y ponll G i a1 ol G0l Y 0m
2005 0.4 0.5 0.2 (g A sl gl A Jma
2003 0.3 0.4 0.3 (B on Lgnsi) gmalpl pybuzlt gLl palt il
2002 28.0 452 89 (o pin Aoasi) sl (2 leaB Sl Yo
2002 M0 291 417 (R i gy ol 2] il i
2005-10 594 580  61.0 {2 3ids) 15 8 (o i galh b
(=l ) el 5 &y sandl &y g S
2002 n.a. na. 28.0 1915 &y ol Liilh
2002 n.a. na. 150.0 24-20 el 4ai
(ol Q50 gl i g e
1994 c.1 0.1 0.1 (i gia Lponi) 24-15 4 pondl 8l i el 21 ool Lo Y (Lima
2003 17.4 331 0.9 (R 5 i) 2415 g ol 8l i a1 58 il Lima

Note: Twe dots (..) indicate that data are not available; and entrigs marked n.a. indicate that data are not applicable

2005 (e Fap ) 300 ) bl R

Percentage of youth out of total population, 2005

2005-2010

2000-2005

1995-2000

A5 A Qs 36 pdgial s
Life expectancy at age 15 years

kD ¥ S o e A" iy e e SR O e () ki

2005-1990 sphsddt (sa 4palt S 2ma
Youth illiteracy rates, 1990-2005
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Men

»els
Wome

Years



KUWAIT

Selected social and economic indicators

Youth population {thousands)
Youth population as percentage of total population
Marriage rates of parsons aged 15-24 years {per thousand}
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years {per thousand)
Youth illiteracy rates {percentage}
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage)
Youth economic activity rate (percentage)
Youth unemployment rate (percentage)
Lite expactancy at age 15 (years)
Ape-spacific fertility rate among women (per thousand)
15-19 years
20-24 years
Doath rate among youth (per thousand)
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percantage)

Smuoking rate among persons 15-24 years (parcentage)

S o<l

Latest

Avaliable Both
Year sexes

A L b gl Y Jlay sk

2005
2005
2002
2002
2005
1995
2003

2005-10

2002
2003

415
154
n.a.
na.
6.0
25
334

63.6

n.a.

n.a.

a5

5 jiae Agaadlty Ao Lalin &l piis
Men Women

221 194 (L) it St e
13.7 18 (g pie Tpnad) JSdh 2 Mapd ) bl RSl s B
242 458 (iVATG) 24-15 3y et it i e SVl gty 0 s
3.2 7.8 (L) 24-15 34 penll il bl gl (S0RN DY 20e
6.9 50 {Apsie Raasd) sl o Gyt Jome
25 2.4 (e o) sl bt |l ol LSl
42.4 227 (i yin Sy latlh ool g oleaBYI el Joma

i ] kol 5 T e

61.8 66.2 (i ) 15 3 o dic et g3
(ol ST st g 3y et & il Jama
na. 17.4 16-15 3 el duilh
na. 1054 24-20 3y pealt 2l
0.8 0 foilh Dl ol o i g Jaas

(Rogbe Hansl) 24-15 g goald L) 3l o) e Jome
(Bagin o) 24-15 Syl 2l i i W) 5l il Jima

Note: Two dats () indkcata that data are not availabe; and entries marked n.a. indicalte that data are not applicable.

2005 (ASed) Rap ) 33l Y ol i
Percantage of youth out of total population, 2005

15.4

2005-2010

2000-2005

1905-2000

15 1 s sl il uall

LHe expectancy at age 15 years

G Y Sl ol e a” g s e Sl O e () ot J

2005-1990 coplplh 15 Gl S
Youth illiteracy rates, 1980-2005




LEBANON ol

Selected social and economic indicators 5 e Aobuaill y A Laip) Sl phga
Latest
avallable  Both
year sexes Men Women

Bohgie U 1 ppuipll 38 Jay sl

Youth population {thousands} 2005 658 333 325 () sl S s
Youth population as percentage of total papulation 2005 18.4 15.0 17.8 COPP VO TR YRR PRCRE (PUFIC 9 S Y
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 2004 n.a. 238 158.8 (YY) 24-15 et ik 3 a1 5 ) g Y dme
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 2004 n.a. 02 2.1 (=YHY) 24-15 & yall Ll b ity ol Gl Y s
Youth illiteracy rates {percentage) 2005 37 21 5.4 (TP P PRV PR, L S
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage) . . . B (o0 Tyl bl sl 2
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 1097 46.3 580 34.3 (R e L) spdiell gl bl kil Joma
Youth unemployment rate {percentage) 1097 216 23.9 13.6 [CPPPEIW S ICTRPREL T B
Life expectancy at age 15 {years) 2005-10 59.0 58.1 61.8 (i) 15 B e i Rl pi g
Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand) (il JEI) ol 50 4y yonll 4 g Jomn

15-18 years 1996 na.  na 24.0 1915 &y yaalt Liih

20-24 years 1996 n.a. na. 1220 24-20 Ay peatt il
Death rate among youth {per thousand) 1994 16 22 1.0 foill ) bl gl gl o
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) 1996 ne 1.0 0.6 (&g e faaai) 24-15 &y panll Gl b pabi1 gl ARe Y Jina
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) . . = . (o pmsd) 2415 g punlt il i sl 5l (pl e
Note: Two cots (..) indicate that dala are not available, and entries marked n.a. indicate that data are not appicable. L Tl O e T Uy e e g bl e () ol S

2005 call Sl amdl 2 bkl L 2005-1990 1obpddl (531 at S ma
Percentage of youth out of total population, 2005 Youth illiteracy rates, 1990-2005

15 I (e 236 pgiali et
Life expectancy at age 15 years
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OMAN

Selected social and economic indicators

‘Youth population {thousands)
Youth population as percentage of total population
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Youth illiteracy rates (percentags)
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage)
Youth economic activity rate (percentage)
Youth unesnployment rate {percentage)
Lite expectancy at age 15 (vears)
Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand)
15-19 years
20-24 years
Death rate among youth (per thousand)
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years {percentage)
Smoeking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

Latest
available Both
yaar sexes Men Women
A L 8 i N Yy el

2005 538 276 262
2005 210 191 23.3
1993 na. 1114 3525
1993 na. 3.6 15.2
2005 0.6 0.2 0.9
2003 257 257 2.57
2003 360 480 233

2005-10 61.3 6800 63.0
1985 na. na. 86.0
1995 na. na. 2700

Olas
B lde dpbail g dolaad ol i

(VL) ol S 130
(i g ) S 230 gtp] ) bl Jl 350 R
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PALESTINE

Selected social and economic indicators

Youth population (thousands)
Youth population as percentage of total population
Marmiage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Divorce rates of parsons aged 15-24 years (per thousand}
Youth illiteracy rates (percentage)
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage}
Youth economic activity rate (percentage)
Youth unemployment rate (percentage)
Lifa expactancy at age 15 (years)
Age-specific fertility rate among women {per thousand)
15-19 yoars
20-24 years
Death rate among youth (per thousand)
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)}

Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

Latest
avallable Both
yoar sexes Men Women
T L SR
2005 721 370 351
2005 19.5 196 19.3
2004 na. aro 66.0
2004 na. 3.0 7.0
2005 1.3 1.3 1.3
2004 49 39 6.0
2003 26.2 44.3 73
2003 331 33.6 30.7
2005-10 60.1 58.7 615
2004 na. n.a. 69.4
2004 na. na. 236.0
2004 1.0 1.6 0.2
1997 15 19 1.1
2004 13.5 257 0.9
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Note: Two dots (.} indicate that data are not availatie; and entries marked n.a. indicate thar data are not applicable.
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QATAR

Selected social and economic indicators

kb

5 0ie Lyl g dgelaipl il plipe

Latest
available Both
year sexes Men Women
Foigie L A1 ogeaipd 35 i

Youth poputation {thousands} 2005 112 69 a3 (YY) Ll S s
Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 13.8 126 16.2 (s mnd) Sl e g ) il Sl e Bpuni
Mawriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 2004 na 101 248 (YH) 24-15 3 el Gl b 21 5l )y 1 Y 2w
Divorce rates of parsons aged 15-24 years (per thousand} 2004 na. 15 6.6 (~YL) 24-15 & paalt daill i padial ol SN 2
Youth iliteracy rates (percentage) 2005 39 59 1.9 [T PR O B9, U
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percertage) 2004 48 30 77 (R n A} adadl auladll 1 yLs) il i
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 2001 175 283 70 (Rt Aoy al ol pdaaB! Sali) Lna
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 2001 170 116 50.9 (g5 Aol wdalll gl it Joma
Life expectancy at age 15 (years) 2005-10 509 585 63.1 {2 gy} 15 e 0 Bl i i
Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand) (el ) et gl ol &y goami Jima

15-19 years 2003 na. na 166 1815 Ay yant &iih

20-24 years 2003 na. na 1398 24-20 Ay pealt 2l
Death rate among youth {per thousand) 2004 0.7 11 0.2 {ocalh ORI Ll g Wt Sma
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) 2003 15 1.5 13 (ke ) 24-15 &g punlh didlh i i YY) ol BB Y1 S3ea

Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

(g gia dond) 24-15 3y polt Ll i alindlt ) Lyl Juwa

Note: Two dota {..) indicale that data are not availabla; and enlrias marked n.a. indicata that data ara not applicabia
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SAUDI ARABIA

Selected social and economic indicators

Ad grall Ay ) ASLaalt

Btk dpdluatit y Aplaip) Sl puipa

Latest
available Both
year sexes Men Women
P e A gl N ey pluai
Youth population (thousands) 2005 4548 2,340 2,208 (YY) et SN 23
Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 18.5 17.6 18.5 (s Agets) JEal 330 ) Ao el 230 A
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1999 n.a. 57.9 234.0 (=) 24-15 & puadt il kit s gy M i ma
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1999 n.a. 0.6 58 (YY) 24-15 1y pual i b i i S Y e
Youth iliteracy rates {percentage} 2005 5.1 a0 64 (e And) el g2l L) Jomn
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage) 2000 20 24 a6 (i Auss) a1 ghaS] [y A
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 2001 175 28.3 70 (s A s g ploaiYH Sl Jone
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 2001 259 24 4 316 (e o) w58 Bl St
Life expectancy at age 15 (years) 2005-10 59.7 583 61.6 (5 yaady) 15 S (o 200 a8
Age-spacific fertility rate among women {per thousand) (ol ) shaail gl 3y pandt oy il Jna
15-19 years 1996 na. n.a. 50.0 1915 4y el i
20-24 years 1996 na. na 2010 2420 &y pealt R
Death rate among youth (per thousand) 1909 13 15 11 (il gl Lt gl i g e

Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

(i 50 Asucd) 2415 3y oelt 2l i kit ool eyl Jona
(P e i) 24-185 dgmall 2l 4 bS] g il Jome

Note: Two dots () indicate that data are nat availabie; and entries marked n.a. indicate that data are not applicable.
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

Selected social and economic indicators

Aot el gy g2l By 5 ggant
§ A gl e Liip) iy

Latest
available Both
year s6X8s Men Women
gl L A1 pali N ag sl
Youth population {thousands) 2005 4369 2220 2,149 (YY) bl G e
Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 209 23.2 227 [CTRIN B S TS DRV PG TS 30 (R T
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1993 n.a. 56.0 2695 (L) 24-15 4 ol Ladll i Ll 2 gl 215 31 iy ma
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) 1093 na. 0.0 0.0 (YY) 24-15 3 paall G i i S ] 30 =Y e
Youth iliteracy rates (percentage) 2005 10.0 36 16.6 (a5 L) ol gl Yl Jiwe
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage} 2002 1.9 21 1.7 (agin ) adadl et 1l il Ll
Youth economic activity rate (percentage) 2002 521 727 301 [ CT PR N - TS P - TR I R
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 2002 26.6 216 393 (@ e daal) Al 50 Aia g fuan
Lite expectancy at age 15 {years) 2005-10 608 582 625 () 15 0 G e Sall i i
Age-specific fertility rate among women (per thousand) {nall JBT) aluaill gl &) panlt 3y goaill Jrns
15-19 years 2001 na. na. 58.0 1815 4t 2l
20-24 years 2001 na. na 1650 24-20 4y pealt ik
Death rate among youth (per thousand) (R (R P T T
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) (R gia dpaii) 24-15 4 poalh Gl it 52 ABEYH Joma
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years {percentage) 2001 0.0 0.0 0.0 (e Ly 24-15 Ay yundt Rdll o i 21 gl (il Jams

Note: Twa dots {..) indicate that data are not availabie; and entries marked n.a. indicate that data arg not applicabie

2005 «Ssel] gyl amdt M bt g
Percantage of youth out of total population, 2005

29

15 fon s plhgiad) penl
Life expeciancy at age 15 years
2005-2010

2000-2005

1995-2000

B Y ALl gl e N g e e gt o e () Mkl s

2005-1990 (ool o2l 4a¥) S ina

Youth illiteracy rates, 1990-2005

12




UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Selected social and economic indicators

Youth population (thousands)
Youth population as percentage of total population
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Divorce rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand)
Youth illiteracy rates (percentage)
Youth whe completed tertiary-level education (percentage}
Youth economic activity rate (percentage)
Youth unemployment rate (percentage)
Lite expectancy at age 15 (years)
Age-specific fertility rate among women (par thousand)
15-19 years
20-24 years
Death rate among youth (per thousand)
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years {percentage}

Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage)

aaiall Ay el it el

5_laiia dgaball y A lainl Ol ple

Latest
available Both
year sexes Men Women

DA A gl S Jay sk

2005 782 487 205 (S el St 220
2005 174 159 206 (R e ) Sl 0 e 1) ) Sl 300 g
(L) 24-15 3y et Gl b it gl 1 1 S ma
(YY) 24-15 &y peult R i ld S} 5l 3Hal e

2005 74 106 4.0 (A son ) sl gyl Jomn
(oo Luna) pudadd et 15081 il ok
1997 385 531 20.4 (A yba Foad) gl g g haa ) S Jrma
1995 63 64 57 (o L) el 28 A Jone
2005-10 84.9 63.2 67.9 (< pineds} 15 (a2 Byt i
(il Iy sl 5 3 panth &y gt Joma
2003 na. n.a. 224 19-15 %y peelt @it
2003 na. na. 98.9 24-20 Gy padl L
2003 0.6 (eX:] 0.3 (il O80) el 5l B g oas

(A oo S 2415 gyl Al i i) o2 DBl Jina
(A yom dpesi) 24-15 3y poalt Gk Y sl ) Joes

Note: Two dots (. ) indicate that data are not avallable; and entries marked n.a. indicate that dala are not applicable as Y il o e A" Sy 0 e e Sl oF e () ol Js
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YEMEN Craall

Selected social and economic indicators 8 abaily e laipd @il by
Latest
available Both
year sexes Men Women

AL L A a5 gy sl

Youth population (thousands) 2005 4,497 2304 2,193 (YY) Lol Ll e

Youth population as percentage of total population 2005 214 217 212 (G e ss) Sl e Mapt 1 ol I i R
Marriage rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand) (VL) 2415 &y Kl i i) g3 ) e
Divorca rates of persons aged 15-24 years (per thousand} (V) 24-15 &y ponll Gl b i 21 ol NIl Y ama
Youth illiteracy rates (percentage) 2005 2786 13.5 421 (A 90 Epani) gt (] Tpalyt Joma
Youth who completed tertiary-level education (percentage) {3 e Zansi) ol aglall 3LE) 3 L3

Youth economic activity rate (parcentags) 1999 6.1 515 109 (A pbe D) et gl o aBYY Sk Jsma
Youth unemployment rate (percentage) 1999 18.7 20.5 13.5 (g4 &) ) 5 Ahied) Somn
Life expectancy at age 15 (years) 2005-10 53.9 527 55.2 (2 pindde) 15 01 oo i Apall ph
Age-specific fertility rate among women {per thousand) (il JET) 2Ll (b iy pumll By ol Jrma

15-19 years 2003 na na 830 19-15 &y paalt il

20-24 years 2003 na na. 2450 24-20 3y el Y
Death rate among youth (per thousand) R N R . ol KTy ol o g Lo
Disability rate among persons 15-24 years (percentage) 1994 0.4 0.5 0.4 (R pa pani) 24-15 3y poundl &l b ki1 (g A Y1 Jae
Smoking rate among persons 15-24 years {percentage) . B . . (ot Ansl) 24-15 3 jaal Ll i sl b il Joma
Note: Two dots (..} indicats that data are not available; and entrias marked n.a. indicate that dala are not applicabla. G Y Sl oF e e sy e e il e () gl G
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Part two: Youth in social and economic life
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National Youth Policy Formation: Ten Steps to National Youth Policy Formulation*

Many countries have established nationa! youth policies, using the World Programme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond as a guide. Other countries are considering such a step. In the formulation of a
National Youth Policy Plan, governments and other stakeholders may consider the following ten steps:

1. Participation: involve all stakeholders right from the beginning, i.e. in the design, implementation and
evaluation of the youth policy. Participation from youth, NGOs, all related government departments and
levels, as well as UN agencies, is imperative to the success of the policy. It enhances the probability of
creating a youth policy that best fits the needs of youth, and helps to create support and understanding of the
policy objectives, which is necessary for the implementation of the policy.

2. Definition: define youth as appropriate for your country. Youth generaily refers to the transition period
from childhood to adulthood. The United Nations defines youth as all people of 15 to 24 years old.

3. Situation analysis: make profiles of the development situation of young people in your country. The ten
priority areas for youth development, adopted by the Genera!l Assembly in World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (A/RES/50/81), could serve as a reference. Make distinctions in
categories according to age, sex, ruralfurban, ethnicity, education level and family income. Set priorities
according to your findings.

4. Resources: make a profile of the available resources in the country. Resources are policies, programmes
and financial means of the government, NGOs, youth organizations and private initiatives, as well as existing
networks, expertise and legal frameworks. Compare the needs of young people to the available resources.
Set long term goals and measurable short term objectives. Design your framework for action accordingly.

5. Experience: learn from experience. Many Governments have developed a youth policy and run a great
variety of youth development projects. Make use of the available research and expertise within all agencies.

6. Information: make sure that the national youth policy is well known and understood to create the
necessary political and societal commitment from the national to the local level. Establishing and maintaining
communication channels improves relationships. Experiences from “the field” can enrich a government's
understanding of the youth situation and policy implementation.

7. Institutional structure: establish a lead agency in the government. Youth development implies a cross-
sectoral approach. This agency can be a ministry or a department within a ministry. Its aim is to coordinate
the activities of different ministries on youth matters in order to secure the effective integration of youth policy
into national development planning. Such an agency also creates coherence between implemented policies
and programmes.

8. Poiitical commitment: The adoption of the national youth policy by the Government and its formal
enactment by the national legislative body indicates the political will to initiate and pursue such a policy.

9. Adaptation to local circumstances: translate national youth policy to regional and/or local level,
directed to the specific needs of the youth in that area.

10. Monitoring and evaluation: redefine goals and objectives according to new trends and needs in young
people’s lives. When conducting population and theme specific censuses or national sample surveys include
specific questions related to youth development. In addition, qualitative indicators concerning perceptions,
attitudes and aspirations could be developed through speciai surveys and studies.

*For more information please visit hitp://Awww.un.org/esa/socdeviunyin/nationalpolicy. htm
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Chapter 1:

Youth population: an overview

Youth population in ESCWA countries is estimated at
39 million in 2005. It has grown from 24 million in 1990,
at an annual growth rate of 3.1 percent. Egypt is the
most populous country accounting for nearly 40 percent
of youth population, while 14.8 percent of youth live in
Irag, and less than 0.5 percent of youth are in Bahrain.

The greatest growth of youth population, during 1990-
2005, is observed in United Arab Emirates, where
youth population increased on average by 6.9% during
this period. On the contrary, in Kuwait and Lebanon,
the number of youth aged 15-24 years increased slowly

A/RES/58/133. Policies and programmes
involving youth

Reaffirms that the ten priority areas
identified in the Worid Programme of Action
for Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond,
namely, education, employment, hunger
and poverty, health issues, environment,
drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure,
girls and young women, and youth
participation, remain areas of crucial

Population

by 0.8 percent and 1.3 percent respectively during the importance.

past 15 years.

General Assembly, 58" session {2003)

Male-to-female ratio

There are more men than women in the age bracket 15-24 years in ESCWA countries, with on average 95
young women for each 100 young men in 2005. Egypt and Lebanon have the highest proportion of young
woman to young men, estimated at approximately 98 women per 100 men. Qatar and United Arab Emirates
have substantially the lowest ratio of women to men aged 15-24 years at 62 and 61 women per 100 men
respectively.

Marriages and divorces

Overall, marriage rates for youth in ESCWA region decreased between 1990 and 2004. The highest rate for
young men was found in Jordan at 47.1 marriages per 1,000 young men, and the lowest in Qatar, where
only 10 out of 1,000 young men were married in 2004. For young women the incidence of marriages varied
between 158.8 and 34.8 marriages per 1,000 young women in Lebanon and Qatar, respectively.

The 2000’s have withessed a modest decrease in youth divorce rates in the ESCWA region. The decrease is
most significant in Jordan and Palestine among men, whereas divorce rates among women are most
prevalent in Egypt. Only in Kuwait, the incidence of divorces increased for both young men and women
during the past decade.

Tables and charts
.1 Estimated mid-year total and youth population by sex, 1990-2005
Percentage of youth out of total population by sex, 1990-2005
Number of women aged 15-24 years per 100 men, 1990-2005

2
3
4 Marriage rates of population aged 15-24 years by sex, 1990-2005
.5

3
1
1
1
1.5 Divorce rates of population aged 15-24 years by sex, 1990-2005
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caomaiad) dad) DA il Gl ol Sl Jane 6 lelis ) Gl cu Sl Bas gy geaas ATl

4000 o g g g Jgland)

Yoeo=Y49. (udall caun YE-Y0 @Mlmlqi@pml,‘Mlmm@owimauﬁ 1.1

Yoeo—344. ¢ |L.1u.=ls-m-“ o) il 4 2.1
J T

Yo.0-3a4.0 (YE—Y0 dy el Al B Jay Ve S0 el e 301
Ye0m199 0 (Guinll cana YE-10 Iy jenl) Al Sl 53 £ 30 cVaes 4.1
Yer0-148 0 ¢ uiall caua YE-10 Ay jeadl il 3 S 5al O Y aee 5.1
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Table 1.1

(PG} 2005-1990 uiahl £ 5 quan Qlpll) GlEul 200 g A Cieaiie A Gl 8 Gyl
Estimated mid year total and youth population by sex, 1990-2005

(Thousands)
Country Mid year population Youth population 15-24 years AL
L) Chealie b Sl 2 24-15 Gy et Lkl b QLSS ol s
1990 1995 2000 2005 1990 1995 2000 2005
Bahrain 493 584 672 727 80 94 113 109 i
Men 286 337 387 414 42 51 61 56 Dy
Women 207 247 285 313 38 43 52 53 sl
Egypt 55674 61,225 67,286 74,033 10,220 11,801 13978 15441 )
Men 28,021 30,800 33,804 37,120 5,183 6,082 7,105 7,806 dny
Women 27,653 30,425 33,482 36,913 5037 5819 6,873 7,635 sl
Iraq 18,515 21,632 25075 28,808 3,828 4,456 5,025 5,808 dlwdl
Men 9,378 10,956 12,700 14,587 1,952 2,274 2,562 2,959 Jos
Women 8,137 10,676 12,375 14,221 1,876 2,182 2,463 2,849 o~
Jordan 3,254 4288 4972 5703 709 970 1,041 1,139 R
Men 1,696 2242 2590 2,964 384 512 537 583 de
Women 1,558 2,046 2,382 2,739 325 458 504 556 s
Kuwalit 2143 1696 2229 2687 370 266 331 415 Cu gt
Man 1,218 1,019 1,385 1,612 188 146 177 221 da s
Women 925 677 874 1,075 182 120 154 194 W
Lebanon 2741 3177 3387 3577 538 603 637 658 chis
Man 1,322 1567 16656 1,753 266 305 322 333 das
Women 1,419 1620 1,732 1,824 272 298 315 325 ol
Oman 1,843 2178 2442 2,567 312 363 500 538 e
Man 1,026 1,285 1,423 1,443 167 197 269 276 s
Waomen 817 893 1,018 1,124 145 166 231 262 ol
Palestine 2154 2610 3,150 3,702 440 508 590 721 Cvinadth
Man 1,104 1,326 1,601 1,883 235 262 304 370 e,
Women 1,050 1,284 1,548 1,819 205 246 286 351 s
Qatar 467 525 606 812 59 73 78 112 b
Men 313 346 388 547 35 47 42 69 Qe
Women 154 179 218 265 24 26 37 43 e
Saudi Arabia 16,379 18,682 21,485 24,573 3,038 3,147 3,900 4,548 g Ay padt sl
Men 9,127 10,469 11,686 13,259 1,617 1,626 2,012 2,340 Je
Woman 7,262 8,213 9,799 11,314 1,421 1,621 1,888 2,208 s
Syrian Arab Republic 12,843 14,755 16,812 19,044 2572 3,152 3,859 4,360 Ayl Al L
Man 6,446 7414 B,456 9585 1,300 1,596 1,858 2,220 das
Women 6,397 7,341 8,356 9459 1,272 1,556 1,801 2,149 sl
United Arab Emirates 1,868 2435 3,247 4,496 278 389 510 782 Bandall gy alh it jeatt
Men 1,222 1604 2,190 3,063 172 232 309 487 A
Women 646 83t 1,057 1,433 106 157 201 295 s
Yemen 12,085 15218 17,936 20,975 2,293 2,796 3,625 4,497 Ol
Men 6,102 7,711 9,104 10635 1,177 1,443 1,868 2,304 da s
Women 5983 7487 8,832 10,340 1,116 1,353 1,757 2,193 R
ESCWA region 130,459 149,005 169,308 191,704 24737 28,718 34,188 39,137 1St Kidaie
Men 67,261 77,086 87,349 98,865 12718 14,773 17,626 20,024 Ja
Women 63,198 71,919 81960 92,839 12,019 13945 15662 19,113 o

8SA.UNOIQAUNOD “absdl Ao clia 2004 dapl e splall Gl Fil e lain¥1y o) [l 35130 b Sl G prandl
Source: DESA Population Division, Worlg Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, available at: @sg,un,0n/iunpg.
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Table 1.2

{5 dpd) 2005-1990 (Gaiadl £ 5 iean Sl Alaa) ) plpld) A
Percentage of youth out of total population by sex, 1990-2005

Country Percentage of youth out of total population Youth Growth e
(%) Rate
(%) S Tap) ) B R ‘-'“""4:;"“‘
1990 1985 2000 2005 1990-2005
Bahrain 16.2 16.1 16.8 15.0 2.1 Cupagll
Men 14.7 15.1 158 13.5 1.9 Jas
Women 18.4 17.4 18.2 16.9 2.2 sl
Egypt 18.4 19.4 20.8 20.9 28 o
Men 18.5 19.7 21.0 21.0 27 Jas
Women i8.2 19.1 20.5 20.7 2.8 s
lraq 20.7 206 20.0 20.2 2.8 ]
Men 20.8 20.8 20.2 20.3 2.8 ey
Women 20.5 20.4 19.9 20.0 2.8 A
Jordan 21.8 226 20.9 20.0 32 ;|
Men 226 228 20.7 19.7 28 da,
Women 20.9 224 21.2 20.3 3.6 sl
Kuwait 17.3 157 14.8 15.4 0.8 AT
Men 15.4 143 131 13.7 1.1 Jay
Women 19.7 17.7 176 18.0 04 sl
Lebanon 19.6 19.0 18.8 18.4 1.3 Chagl
Men 20.1 19.6 19.3 19.0 1.5 Jay
Women 19.2 18.4 18.2 17.8 1.2 sl
Oman 16.9 16.7 205 21.0 36 Chas
Men 16.3 1583 18.9 1941 3.3 Jay
Women 17.7 1886 227 233 39 sl
Palestine 20.4 19.5 18.7 19.5 3.3 Olaald
Men 213 19.8 19.0 19.6 3.0 Jay
Women 195 19.2 18.5 19.3 3.6 sl
Qatar 126 13.9 13.0 13.8 4.3 b
Men 11.2 136 108 126 4.5 Jay
Women 1586 14.5 17.0 16.2 3.9 sl
Saudi Arabia 185 16.8 18.2 18.5 27 L guad) Iy at dhodtt
Men 17.7 18.5 17.2 17.6 25 Jay
women 19.6 18.5 19.3 19.5 2.9 sl
Syrian Arab Republi 20.0 21.4 230 229 35 Ay gl dgy gl gy ) gyt
Men 20.2 21.5 232 23.2 3.6 Jay
Women 19.9 212 228 227 35 sl
United Arab Emirate 14,9 16.0 15.7 17.4 8.9 daatiall Ay el i Lyt
Men 14.1 14.5 141 15.9 6.9 Jay
Women 16.4 18.8 19.0 2086 6.8 wlai
Yemen 18.0 18.4 202 214 45 Sl
Men 19.3 18.7 20.5 217 45 S
Women 18.7 18.1 19.9 21.2 45 sl
ESCWA region 19.0 19.3 20.2 20.4 3.1 1yt ddlnia
Men 18.9 19.2 201 20.3 3.0 ey
Women 19.0 19.4 20.3 206 3.1 ol

©SAUNOIGUNDD. obsll e rlia 12004 Gunt 3o cahall s G e i)y LpoloaBFH (3 3lh 50 b GRS g} phall
Source: DESA Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, which is available at: esa.un.org/unpp.
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Table 1.3

2005-1990 24-15 &y adt il b Jay 100 JSI pluaih 330
Number of women aged 15-24 years per 100 men, 1990-2005

Country Women per 100 men aged 15-24 agi

2416 4 paall Ll A 35 100 S #luailt 20

1990 1995 2000 2005
Bahrain 90.5 84.3 85.2 94.6 o
Egypt 97.2 95.7 96.7 97.8 e
Iraq 96.1 96.0 96.1 96.3 . el
Jordan 84.6 89.5 93.9 95.4 O
Kuwait 96.8 822 87.0 87.8 G
Lebanon 102.3 97.7 97.8 97.6 ol
Oman 86.8 84.3 859 94.9 s
Palestine 87.2 83.9 941 94.9 Colaualh
Qatar 68.6 55.3 88.1 62.3 Jhad
Saudi Arabla 87.9 93.5 938 044 g guaall gy b ASLaalt
Syrian Arab Republic 97.8 97.5 97.1 96.8 Lpagealt dgenl) &g
United Arab Emirates 61.6 67.7 65.0 60.8 Baadiall gyl e
Yemen 94.8 93.8 94.1 95.2 Sl
ESCWA region 94.5 94.4 95.1 95.5 b gyl ddkais

Bsa.UN.OrgAUNpPP. alsad) Lo rlie 2004 al e sallal JlSen B0 e Ll y Lala1 g pill 3030 A Sl el pad!
Source: DESA Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, available at: esa.un.org/unpp.

2005 plad 24-15 &yt 43k A U35 100 J8 pledd) e
Number of women aged 15-24 years per 100 men, 2005

United Arab Emirates [
Qatar

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia
Bahrain

Palestina

Oman

Yemen

Jordan

lraq

Syrian Arab Republic
Lebanaon

Egypt

Women per 100 man da, 100 Jg) sldl 20

22




Table 1.4

(RTYY) Slie g (uial £ ¢ paean 2415 4y paadt kD B Gl g3 1950 Cama
Marriage rates of population aged 15-24 years by sex, selected years
Per thousand)

Country Year Men Women ah
o Jau phuai
1518 20-24 15-24 15-19 20-24 15-24

Bahrain 1690 26 49.6 258 37.3 B7.4 52.0 Cuadt
1995 a1 35.0 219 44.8 53.2 49.3
2000 27 38.9 227 350 66.2 51.2
2004 1.7 42.4 241 358 73.9 55.5
Egypt ¥ 1990 53 395 205 496 656  56.7 (i) s
1995 4.2 372 18.8 19.4 241 21.5
2000 49 45.0 23.2 12.4 84.7 454
2004 3.7 35.2 18.5 45.5 60.8 52.8
Iraq 1997 28.4 2051 108.0 149.8 45986 2920 Jlad
Jordan 1980 6.4 1231 59.7 59.7 100.6 78.1 8 ]
1995 6.1 98.1 51.5 85.2 89.4 71.4
2000 44 1109 56.4 53.7 1070 79.0
2003 3.0 85.0 47.1 44.9 1121 75.2
Kuwait * 1992 8.4 494 309 481 511 498 oy
1995 79 1613  100.7 96.2 3960 2564
2002 5.0 40.6 24.2 36.2 54.8 45.8
Lebanon 1996 1.5 46.6 235 430 2616 1510 gl
2004 3.7 44.0 238 510 2649 1588
Oman 1993 196 2106 1114 1949 5751 3525 s
1995 120 216.0 " 148.0 580.0 .
2000 4.0 154.0 - 76.0 4490 .
Palestine 1997 180 830 470 950 470  73.0 Cwbalh
2000 14.0 71.0 40.0 83.0 49.0 67.0
2004 11.0 69.0 37.0 74.0 57.0 66.0
Qatar 1990 48 239 164 369 495 430 " b
1995 3.7 151 1.2 271 48.9 371
2000 1.8 26.2 13.7 17.8 55.5 355
2004 1.3 15.2 10.1 159 55.6 34.8
Saudi Arabia 1996 3.0 970 . 72.0 3880 . T g} Ay ot dlaaty
1999 40 1148 579 78.9 4099 2340
Syrian Arab Republic 1993 82 1148 56.0 138.8 4374 2695 Aop s pealh gy By e
1995 80 1140 " 138.0 417.0 .
United Arab Emirates 1985 6.0 193.0 “ 77.0 403.0 . Faadall dgy et Sl )
Yemen 1992 . . . 235.0 6940 . Ol
1994 40.0 350.0 " 230.0 690.0
1997 .- - . 257.0 6850 .
Notes: a/ Rates are calculaled basad on World Population Prospecis, 2004 revision. L2004 Aan) ju ool S FUl e folide d SN el Ciddal fg 1oiaatle
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available. Gobgia b Sl Ol e V5 () otilaish
Sourge: ESCWA database based on national sources. Gglley sloma o Lided ) Budt ity Saeli ; preadl
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Table 1.5

(VYY) B i i giew (puindl § 5 paan 2415 4l kD A GlSd ) DUl SY e
Divorce rates of population aged 15-24 years by sex, selected years
(Per thousand}

Country Year Men Women Al
PR | Sy plaai
1519 20-24 15-24 15-19 20-24 15-24

Bahrain 1990 0.2 37 1.9 3.4 83 5.8 Cuomih
1995 0.3 26 1.6 40 7.0 56
2000 0.1 3.1 1.7 2.3 7.2 49
2004 0.1 36 20 24 8.9 5.8

Egypt ™ 1990 0.3 3.4 1.7 3.1 8.5 5.5 " e
1995 4.0 2.8 35 43 7.4 57
2000 0.5 1.9 1.2 25 5.1 a7
2003 0.1 2.0 1.0 1.6 4.9 32

Irag 1997 03 27 1.4 23 105 6.1 da

Jordan 1980 0.4 14.8 7.0 58 16.6 10.7 it
1905 06 141 7.3 6.0 17.5 .5
2000 0.4 14.2 7.1 45 19.7 1.7
2003 02 118 5.7 4.2 19.4 11.1

Kuwait ¥ 1992 0.3 54 3.1 41 9.6 6.9 " oy gsh
1995 0.1 2.2 1.3 1.8 H.5 7.0
2002 0.5 55 3.2 4.4 1.1 7.8

Lebanon 1696 0.1 08 0.5 0.5 3.9 2.2 Chigd
2004 0.0 0.3 0.2 2.0 2.3 2.1

Oman 1993 0.7 6.6 36 8.1 25.1 15.2 Lt
1995 1.0 7.0 . 60 290 .
2000 2.0 6.0 . 2.0 18.0 .

Palestine 1997 1.0 7.0 4.0 7.0 8.0 7.0 Claald
2000 1.0 6.0 3.0 7.0 7.0 7.0
2004 1.0 5.0 3.0 6.0 8.0 7.0

Qatar ¥ 1980 0.4 3.1 21 46 9.9 7.2 "
1995 0.1 2.2 15 3.7 10.2 6.7
2000 0.3 5.0 28 3.8 9.7 6.5
2004 0.2 23 1.5 2.0 1.6 6.6

Saudi Arabia 1096 0.0 1.0 . 2.0 13.0 . gl dyy adh Alaal)
1699 0.2 1.0 08 1.9 10.2 5.8

Syrlan Arab Republic 1093 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 Apageall Ly adl Ay gpar)
1995 1.0 1.0 . 1.0 5.0 .

United Arab Emirates 1085 1.0 6.0 . 5.0 11.0 " sl Ayl il )
Yemen 1892 . " - 8.0 15.0 . Cpagll
1997 . . . 9.0 25.0 .

Notes : a/ Rates were calculated based on World Population Prospects, 2004 revision. 2004 dap s pllall S8 Fal e Solde | DY sl Cyedal g it
Two dots {..) indicate that data are not available. Sgie e il O e oy () cRalealt
54 : ESCWA database based on | sources. Aie g loma e il |8 Sut iy ol | et
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Chapter 2: Education

illiteracy

While youth are better educated now than in 1990, A/RES/50/81. World Programme of Action for
there are still 8.9 million youth in ESCWA region in Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond
2005. Overall, youth illiteracy rate decreased by 11.7
percentage points from 1990 to 2005. Currently, on ...Governments, intergovernmental and non-
average 23.6 percent of youth population is illiterate. governmental organizations are called upon to
The highest iiliteracy rates were in Iraq (53.5%), assist young people from developing countries
followed by Yemen (27.6 percent) and Egypt (26.5 to obtain education and training at al levels in
percent). On the contrary, fewer than 0.5 percent of developed as well as in developing countries, as
youth in Jordan and Oman in 2005 are iliiterates. well as to participate in mutual academic
exchanges among developing countries. ..
In the ESCWA region, there are more young women
(30.5 percent) illiterate than men (17.1 percent} in General Assembly, 52" session (1997)
2005. There are however differences at the country
level. llliteracy among young women tends to predominate in 8 ESCWA countries namely Egypt, Iraq,
Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen. On the other hand, the
proportion of illiterate young men is higher in Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.
The widest male-female gap is in the United Arab Emirates, where the illiteracy is 6.6 percentage points
higher for men than women.

Educational attainment

In the countries for which data are available, the educational attainment of youth varies. In Jordan and
Kuwait, 55.5 percent and 54.6 percent, respectively, of the youth population have completed their education
at the lower secondary level. In Bahrain and Egypt, 40.3 percent and 32.6 percent, respectively of young
men and women have achieved the upper secondary level. [n the Syrian Arab Republic, close to 50 percent
of youth population had primary level schooling in 2002,

Generally, fewer women in the age bracket 15-24 years have completed tertiary level. Qatar and Palestine
stands out as having the highest proportion (close to 5 percent) of young women with tertiary level education.

Tables and charts

2.1 Youth illiteracy rates and illiterate population aged 15-24 years, 1990-2005
2.2 Distribution of population aged 15-24 years by educational attainment and sex, latest available year
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Table 2.1

2005-1990 124-15 &, paad Ldd A ol Gleall llaayh sl g buld) g o 4pal) Y200
Youth illiteracy rates and illiterate population aged 15-24 years, 1990-2005

Country 1590 1995 2000 2005 alh
Youth Youth Youth Youth Youth Youth Youth Youth
iHiteracy llliterate illiteracy  llliterate illiteracy  llliterate litteracy  llilterate
rate pop. rate pop. rate pop. rate pop.
Ll e e Gl e Gl e QA e M e Gall Jma A s
) g4 gl gl il g el et bl g el gl plpklh gal et Al
(%) (000) (%) (000} (%) 000) (%) {000)

Bahrain 4.4 3.46 2.6 2.16 1.6 1.62 1.0 1.15 gt
Men 3.8 1.59 25 1.09 1.8 0.93 1.3 0.77 ds
Women 5.0 1.87 2.6 1.07 1.4 0.69 0.7 0.38 sl

Egypt 387 3,005.93 344 308557 30.3 4,177.84 265 4,148.83 e
Men 29.1 1,659.43 28.3 1,573.46 236 1,677.65 21.2 1,701.58 Ja
Women 49.0 2,436.50 431 241211 37.4 2,500.19 321 2,447.25 sl

Iraq 59.0 2,059.22 57.3 2,326.37 55.4 2,554.31 535 289555 L
Men 43.8 776.11 422 877.61 40.7 961.61 391 1,081.13 Ja
Women 751 1,283.11 73.1  1,448.76 70.9 1,582.70 68.6 1,814.42 sl

Jordan 3.3 23.35 1.9 18.50 0.8 8.14 0.4 4.07 G
Men 21 7.83 15 7.69 0.9 477 0.5 299 LI
Women 47 15.42 2.4 10.81 0.7 3.37 0.2 1.08 slat

kuwait 12.5 46.13 9.6 25.11 7.6 33.81 8.0 32.89 LT
Men 12.1 22.81 10.0 13.46 8.3 19.22 6.9 19.64 g
Women 12.8 23.32 9.2 11.65 6.8 14.59 5.0 13.25 sl

Lebanon 7.9 48.21 6.3 39.93 48 31.68 3.7 26.56 e
Men 4.5 13.88 36 11.47 2.8 9.08 2.1 7.59 Jdias
Women 11.4 34.33 9.0 28.46 7.0 22.60 54 18.97 sl

Oman 14.4 44.31 6.0 22.96 21 10.38 086 3.50 e
Men 4.6 7.19 1.6 3.18 05 1.13 0.2 0.83 Ja
Women 24.6 37.12 10.5 19.80 38 9.25 0.9 287 A

Palestine 3.3 13.00 1.6 9.60 1.3 8.87 Gt
Man 33 6.60 1.0 3.10 1.3 4.37 Jay
Women . . 33 6.40 22 6.50 1.4 4.51 el

Qatar 9.7 4.88 7.0 4.82 5.2 3.72 38 3.43 S
Men 1.7 3.31 9.2 3.63 7.4 273 59 2.65 Jay
Women 7.0 1.57 4.5 1.18 2.9 0.99 1.9 0.78 sl

Saud| Arabla 146 375.71 104 319.42 73 28773 5.1 24288  Augadl dy all dglad
Men 8.8 114.97 6.5 100.15 5.1 101.09 4.0 95.91 1)
Women 21.4 260.74 14.4 219.27 9.7 186.64 6.4 146.97 el

Syrian Arab Republic 20.1 499.67 16.2 477.28 12.8 460.31 10.0 424,12 Aoyl Syl 3 ppandt
Men 7.8 98.82 6.0 90.01 4.6 84.63 3.6 77.00 )
Women 331 400.85 26.7 387.27 21.2 375.68 16.6 347.12 olaa

United Arab Emirates 15.3 41.25 121 40.20 9.4 38.40 7.4 37.64 Faatall 4y all i e
Mean 18.3 20.75 15.3 29.59 12.6 28.62 10.6 28.66 Jay
Women 11.4 11.50 8.1 10.61 58 2.78 4.0 898 LA

Yemen 50.0 1,193.38 41.4 1,240.73 350 1,166.15 276 1,090.69 ol
Men 26.5 324.40 20.4 307.76 17.1 28237 135 276.00 ey
Women 75.0 868.98 64.9 932.97 53.8 873.78 421 814.69 #liai

ESCWA region" 353 83355« 31.0 851605 27.0 8,783.68 23.6 8,9820.18 1 gt i
Men 243  2960.2a/ 215 3,025.68 19.1  3,186.93 171 3,298.92 Ja
Women 47.2  5375.3a/ 41.3 5,490.37 354 5,596.76 3056 5.621.27 ol

Notes: a/ Regional averages for 1990 do not include Palestine.

Two dots (..} indicate that data are not available.

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics.
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Table 2.2

3 b gie A Al (aind £ giy ealad) Jpuaalll s 24-15 4y pall Lidd A Gl 8595
Distribution of population aged 15-24 years by educational attainment and sex, latest available year

Country Completed Completed ald
Year Tota ' Uncompleted Completed ™ " upper  Completed  Not

schooling primary primary secondary ndary fertiary  specified

gl Ul g

Gl pgepadl ey QGG LG e iy il g 328 aslsd Ay
Bahrain 2001 100 0.74 1.90 16.30 36.63 41.88 255 0.00 it
Men 100 0.79 2.43 19.85 38.18 36.73 2.02 0.00 Ja s
Women 100 0.68 1.35 12.57 35.01 47.29 31 0.00 e
Egypt 1996 100 26.78 10.06 563 22.50 32.58 2.45 0.00 =
Men 100 21.01 11.14 6.35 24.36 34.61 2.54 0.00 s
Women 100 33.07 8.90 4.84 20.47 30.36 2.36 0.00 L
Iraq . . . . . .. . . . b
Men . . . . . .. - . Sy
Women . .. . . . . .. . s
Jordan 2003 100 0.97 232 23.30 55.48 17.59 0.34 0.00 QN
Man 100 0.79 207 23.52 56.38 16.87 0.36 0.00 S
Women 100 1.14 257 23.07 54.56 18.33 0.32 0.00 i
Kuwait 1985 100 1.35 1.43 9.41 54.58 28.58 2.45 2.21 gl
Men 100 0.77 0.99 10.52 57.96 25.79 2.46 1.50 Ja s
Women 100 1,95 1.87 8.26 51.12 31.42 2.44 2.94 L
Lebanon . . . " . . . . . ol
Men . . .. " . . . . R TS
Women . . . . Ve . . - sl
Oman 2003 100 2.83 7.49 23.05 4274 21,29 257 0.03 i
Men 100 1.8 0.87 32.38 51.37 1.79 2.57 0.03 S
Women 100 3.47 5.68 15.95 36.16 36.14 2,57 0.03 i
Palestine 2004 100 1.07 0.33 33.05 33.99 26.68 4.89 0.00 Caplati
Men 100 0.98 0.35 35.84 33.78 25.17 3.88 0.00 Jes
Waomen 100 1,16 0.30 30.13 34.20 28.26 5.95 0.00 st
Qatar 2004 100 408 11.40 14.84 34.88 29.95 4,84 0.01 Sk
Msn 100 511 14.76 17.04 35.53 24.56 2.99 0.00 I
Women 100 2.46 6.15 11.40 33.88 38.37 7.73 0.01 sl
Saudi Arabia 2000 100 4.08 4.94 21.78 37.85 28.30 293 0.00 sl iy alt e
Men 100 1.93 4.38 23.89 40.41 27.10 2.30 0.00 S
Women 100 6.29 5.51 19.64 35.45 29.53 3.58 0.00 ol
Syrian Arab Republic 2002 100 4.83 8.40 48.40 23.60 14.84 193 000 Muat Dl A
Men 100 2.89 5.46 52.36 23.19 13.96 2.14 0.00 das
Women 100 6.99 7.46 43.99 24.05 15.81 1.70 0.00 ol
United Arab Emirates . . - . . . . . Baadall 4g alt Sl gt
Man . .. .. . . - . - Ja
Womean - . . .. . . " - #hosi
Yamen " . . . . .. . . . Cralt
Men " . . .. . .. .. - i EY)
Women .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. A
Note: Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available. G phgia b SRl ) e () i Jai Ak
Sources: ESCWA database based on national sources; and UNESCO Institute for Siatistics. plaatl s il agaay vl y phasie o 1ol S Sl el 1 el
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Chapter 3:

Employment

Economic activity rates

The economic activity rates of youth decreased
in most ESCWA countries between 1995 and
2001, mainly as a result of more young people
staying in the education system, as well as an
increased number of youth who are discouraged
from entering the labor force, perceiving their
chances of finding work too limited. Youth
activity rates were highest in Syrian Arab
Republic (52.1 percent) and Bahrain (41.5
percent) and lowest in Saudi Arabia and
Palestine, with respectively 17.5 percent and
26.2 percent of youth population in the labor
force.

The share of young women in economic activity

A/RES/56/117. Policies and programmes
involving youth

Reaffirms the decision of the heads of State and
Government, as contained in the United Nations
Millennium Declaration, to develop and implement
strategies that give young people everywhere a real
chance to find decent and productive work,

Welcomes in this context the Secretary-General's
initiative to create a Youth Employment Network,
and invites the Secretary-General to continue with
these initiatives

General Assembly, 56" session (2001)

is lower than men in all ESCWA member
countries, ranging from 30.1percent in Syrian
Arab Republic to 7.0 percent in Saudi Arabia in 2001.

Unemployment rates

Youth unemployment rates vary across the ESCWA region. Around 2000, the highest proportion of youth
unemployed was in Palestine (38.4 percent), followed by Jordan (31 percent) and the Syrian Arab Republic
(26.6 percent). In most countries, more women are unemployed than men. In 2001, the unemployment rate
for women is 39.3 percentage points higher than men in Qatar, followed by Egypt at 25.4 percentage points
and Syrian Arab Republic at 17.7 percentage points. In1897, however, the situation was opposite in both
Irag and Lebanon, where youth unemployment rates for men were, respectively 19.7 and 10.3 percentage
points higher than for women.

In general, youth unemployment rates are higher than adult unemployment rates throughout the ESCWA
region. The ratio of youth-to-adult unemployment rate is more than double in most of countries, thus
indicating that young people have greater difficulty than their adult counterparts in finding jobs. The ratio is
the highest in Saudi Arabia, where youth unemployment rate was 5.6 times higher that adult unemployment
in 2001. In contrast, Yemen (1999) and lraq (1997} had lowest youth-to-adult unemployment ratios, with
young people being less than twice as likely as adults to be unemployed.

Share of youth unemployment to total unemployment

The share of youth to total unemployed ranged from 78.2 percent in the Syrian Arab Republic to 28.9
percent in Kuwait around 2000. This is yet another indication that young people are at greater risk of
unemployment than adults. In the majority of countries, the share of unemployed young women o total
unemployed women is lower than it is for men. The difference between women and men is the highest in
Qatar, where the share of young unemployed men to total unemployed men is 18.4 percentage points higher
than for women.
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The Youth Employment Network (YEN)

Youth Employment Network (YEN) was created within the framework of the Miliennium Declaration
where Heads of States and Government resolved to “develop and implement strategies that give
young peopie everywhere a real chance t find decent and productive work”.

The network is a partnership between the UN, World Bank and International Labor Organization (the
latter hosting the Secretariat) that brings together leaders in industry, youth, civil society
representatives and policymakers to tackle the issue of youth empioyment at the global, nationat and
local level.

The mandate for this global alliance has been strengthened by tow UN General Assembly Resolutions,
the December 2002 Resolution on promoting youth employment (A/RES/57/165) and Resolution
A/RES/58/133 (of January 2004) concerning policies and programmes involving youth. Both
resolutions encourage countries to prepare National Action Plans (NAPs) on youth employment by
September 2004 with the participation of young people.

The YEN includes a High Level Panel of 12 experts and practitioners on youth employment, that
advise the heads of the three core partners and advocate for youth employment internationally and
through their respective networks. The panel produced a set of recommendations, which focused on
four global priority policy areas or the four "E's": Employability, Equal opportunities, Entrepreneurship,
and Employment creation. This policy framework is now providing practical guidance for countries in
preparing their NAPs.

Ten countries, of which Egypt, have stepped forward to be among the lead countries in this process
and showcase successful youth employment practices.

Tables and charts
3.1 Youth economic activity rates by sex, 1995 and 2001

3.2 Adult and youth unemployment rates by sex, latest available year
3.3 Share of youth unemployment to total unemployment by sex, latest available year
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Table 3.1

{Arsia 4} 200135 1995 IS uindl £.08 qruaas Qg (s (g obaali) ol Y 2aa
Youth economic activity rates by sex, 1995 and 2001

(Percentage)
Country Youth economic activity rates Al
PP P [ TRLVTRS, 2
1995 2001
Bahrain 374 41.5 gl
Men 53.3 55.2 Jao
Woman 226 25.9 i
Egypt 30.3 28.2 s
Men 42.4 38.3 Jday
Women 17.2 16.4 sl
Iraq 36.0 St
Man 671 i "o
Women 4.8 . sl
Jordan 34 28.0 28 |
Men 52.6 452 S
Women 8.4 8.9 ol
Kuwait 32.8 334 g pslt
Man 445 42.4 LES)
Women 205 227 s
Lebanon 46.3 g
Men 58.0 i "
Women 343 . s
Oman 31.8 36.0 et
Men 51.7 48,0 L P
Women 116 233 sl
Palestine 321 26.2 Cuandh
Men 53.2 44.3 irS]
Women 71 7.3 i
Qatar 36.3 39.6 Sk
Men 51.0 58.3 LIS
Women 15.5 13.2 old
Saudi Arabila 342 175 L gredl) gyt dshaalt
Men 53.2 28.3 e
Women 14.7 7.0 i
Syrian Arab Republic 4238 52.1 Lyt Ry all Ao gpall
Men 69.5 727 Jao
Women 16.8 301 sl
Unkted Arab Emirates 47.8 85 dadall dgg il e
Men 654 531 1Ly
Women 223 20.1 el
Yemen 48.2 36.1 Sl
Men 671 51.5 day
Women 26.9 199 sl

Nota: Two dots (..} indicate that data are not availabla.

B e D O e D () Gl A

(2005 sl ) Joudl Diltban) il daell gl gl Jeadl ddainy tipile g s o D] | Suyl Dy el pouad!
Sourcas: ESCWA database based on national sources; and ILO labour statistics database (July 2005)

33



Table 3.2

(Ragin Apa) B gn o AT < uinh) £ 08 i ] g ol (g ARt =¥ e
Adult and youth unemployment rates by sex, latest available year

(Percentage)}
Country Year Adutt unemployment rate Youth unemployment rate Ratlo Al
PR sl pga) Ahagh Joma gl gl Aagll S gt
Both sexes Men Women Both sexes Men Women
T sl Cuaip S Jatl slaadlt
Bahrain 2001 5.5 4.1 10.5 20.7 17.8 275 38 Ol
Egypt 201 9.2 5.6 226 258 18.4 43.8 28 aa
iraq 1997 136 14.9 2.1 25.3 26.6 6.9 1.9 o
Jordan 2002 153 14.1 21.9 31.0 29.1 41.7 2.0 [ ]
Kuwalt 2002 11 1.0 1.7 . . .~ . g st
Lebanon 19857 8.4 8.6 7.2 21.6 23.9 136 26 gl
Oman 2003 . . . . . . . e
Patestine 2003 25.6 26.9 18.6 384 38.3 39.1 1.5 Sl
Qatar 2001 3.9 23 12.9 17.0 11.6 50.9 4.4 b
Saudi Arabla 200t 4.6 39 9.1 25.9 24.4 31.6 56 o gt Dy et ALt
Syrian Arab Republic 2002 11.9 8.4 24.4 26.6 216 39.3 2.2 A gt B a3y ppeaed
United Arab Emirates 1995 18 1.7 23 6.3 6.4 57 3.5 daatalt dgp lt
Yemen 1999 11.5 12.5 B.2 18.7 20.5 13.5 1.6 Ca
Note: Two dots {..) indicate that data are not available. g e Sl o o Y05 () e Aa S

{2005 i) Jand! Cisbounad iy iae i il gl Saall dakaia y tisikny plome le fohaie Rl Sl 3300 0 pkenal
Sources: ESCW A gatabase based on naticnal sources, and ILO labour statistics database (July 20085).

B0 g L a5k Ghaly B S Aty Jaea ) ol Ay s A
Ratio of youth-to-adult unemployment rate in selected countries latest
available year

———y g —— -
Bahrain Egypt Jordan Palasting Qatar Saudi Arabia Syrian Arab Yemen
(2001) {2001) s [2002) oV (2003) e (2001) (2001) Republic (1999} il
ol b gl A8Laalh {2002)
gy Al 2 gyl
gy g
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Table 3.3

B she L AT cQaiphh £ g caes ARB Rap} 1] colpldh Dby Agas
Percentage of youth unemployment ta total unempioyment by sex,
latest available year

Country Share of youth unemployment to A
Year total unemployment
s Al ap) ) ) A i
Both sexes Men Wwomen

Capenipll S J #hudll

Bahrain 2001 54.0 55.9 51.2 Sl
Egypt 2001 60.3 63.9 57.0 _puaa
Iraq 1997 44.9 . . Sl
Jordan 2002 55.4 57.3 49.4 k]
Kuwalit 2004 28.9 40.8 276 Sy g8l
Lebanon 1997 52.4 55.4 36.1 g
Oman 2003 . . . ek
Palestineg 2003 35.0 34.1 42.4 ol
Qatar 2001 45.2 54,7 36.3 b
Saud| Arabia 2001 60.4 629 54.1 A gl Dy nd Aot
Syrian Arab Republic 2002 782 82.1 73.3 Ay ppealt Ayl Ay gy
United Arab Emirates 1995 47.0 45.8 53.6 §aadal Ly alh ) fay)
Yemen 1999 48.4 46.9 55.8 el
Note: Two dots {..) indicate that data are not available. by e gl ol e e () chakadill :dkasia

(2005 s .Jand Shelomat cliby sie i i gl Jaalt dlain y 131k y plome e lobdel 1Sl Sy 5ae i olaaalt
Sources: ESCWA database based on national sources; and ILC Jabour statistics database (Juty 2005)

Sl e L ST 43 Jan Oy (il £ 35 irsein Al ] (Y bl Al e
Ratio of youth unemployment to unemployment by sex in selected
countries, latest avaialble year

80

40

20 1 . 157 L
Bahrain Egypt Jordan Kuwait Lebanon  Palestine  Qatar Saudi Syrian United  Yemen

{2001) (2001} {2002) {2004) {1997} {2003) (2001} Arabia Arab Arab {1999)
e et 4 gl ok e o (2001) Republic  Emirates ol
gl Sl (2002) (1995)

A gl 4y ! b pa1
g gl ansall iy pt
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Chapter 4: Health

Life expectancy at age 15 years
A/RES/50/81. World Programme of Action for
During the past decade the ESCWA region has Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond-

made small gains in life expectancy at age 15- || Proposal for action

the average number of years a person at age

15 can expect to live. Around 2005 the . Improving the level of basic education, skill
population aged 15 years is expected to live on training and literacy among young;

average 59.8 years compared to 58.0 years in . Cuitural heritage and contemporary patterns of
1995. The United Arab Emirates has society,

experienced the greatest increase in life . Promoting mutual respect and understanding and
expectancy at age 15 since 1995 rising by 2.7 the ideals of peace, solidarity and tolerance
years, followed by Yemen (2.5 years) and among youth;

Egypt (2.2 years). Young women tend to live . Vocational and professional training,

longer than young men in all ESCWA . Promoting human rights education;

countries. For women and men aged 15 years . Training for enterprise programmes;

the difference in life expectancy varies from 2.5 . Infrastructure for training youth workers and youth
years in Yemen and 4.7 years in the United leaders.

Arab Emirates during the period 2005-2010.

General Assembly, 52™ session (1997)

Life expectancy at age 20 years

The population at age 20 in ESCWA region is expected to live another 55 years between 2005 and 2010. in
all ESCWA countries, life expectancy at age 20 has increased since 1985, most notably in the United Arab
Emirates, Yemen an Egypt with 2.6, 2.3 and 2.1 years respectively. The projected longetivity of women at
age 20 tends to exceed that of men by almost 3 years. The gap between women and men is the largest in
the United Arab Emirates at 4.7 years, and the lowest in Yermen 2.5 years during the period 2005-2010.

Fertility rates for women aged 15-24 years

In all ESCWA countries, the fertility rates for women under 24 years have decreased since 1990. The
sharpest decrease is observed in Qatar over the past 12 years, where the proportion of births declined by 9
percent for women aged 15-19 years and by 4.5 percent for mothers aged 20-24 years.

Overall, the highest reported fertility rates for young women were found in Yemen and Palestine around
2003. The proportion of births to mothers aged 20-24 years was higher than that of mothers aged 15-19
years. in Qatar, for instance, the number of births to women aged 20-24 years was approximately eight times
as high as the number of births to mothers aged 15-19 years in 2003.

Age-specific deaths rates for youth

With the exception of Palestine, youth death rates in ESCWA countries have showed little and, in some
cases, no changes since the 1990s. The highest youth death rates are found in Palestine at 1.0 deaths per
1,000 population, and the lowest in Kuwait at 0.5 deaths per 1,000 population. Young women have,
however, lower mortality than young men. The biggest difference was recorded in Palestine, where the
number of deaths among men in the age bracket 15-24 years was eight times higher than among women in
the same age bracket in 2004.
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Disability rates for youth

Statistical data on disability are available for a few ESCWA countries. These data are often based on
different definitions, and consequently comparisons between countries must be made with caution. The
disability rates for people aged 15- 24 years were highest in Palestine and Qatar around 2000 both
approximately at 1.5 disabled persons per 100 population. In generai, disability is more prevalent among
men than women; however differences between the 15-19 and 20-24 age brackets vary substantially from
country to country.

Smoking rates for youth

Data on smoking behavior are scarce in the ESCWA countries; however some patterns have emerged.
Available data for youth show that smoking rates are substantially higher for the population aged 20-24 years
than for that aged 15-19 years. In Bahrain for example, the percentage of smokers is 4.5 times higher for
persons between 20 and 24 years than persons aged 15-19 years. Clearly, smoking is more prevalent
among young men than young women. In Jordan, the difference between women and men who smoke is
32.2 percentage points in 2003.

Tables and charts

4.1 Life expectancy at age 15 years by sex, 1995-2010

4.2 Life expectancy at age 20 years by sex, 1995-2010

4.3 Age specific fertility rates for women aged 15-24 years, selected years

4.4 Age specific death rates for persons aged 15-24 years by sex, selected years
4.5 Disability rates for persons aged 15-24 years by sex, latest available year
4.6 Smoking rates for persons aged 15-24 years by sex, latest available year
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{<tially) 2010-1995 <Luipd £.95 st 15 I G 236 Syl pdyi
Life expectancy at age 15 years by sex, 1995-2010

Table 4.1

{Years)
Country 1985-2000 2000-2005 2005-2010 an
il S iy [ Cabeaigp M S Jas #load Capenlpd 8 S i
Both sexes Men Women Both sexes  Men Women Both sexes Men Women
Bahrain 59.9 587 61.5 60.7 59.5 622 61.4 60.2 63.0 Cusall
Egypt 56.8 56.2 58.6 58.1 56.2 60.0 59.0 57.0 61.0 pan
Iraq 53.1 51.8 54.5 531 51.8 54.5 54.0 5286 56.4 S
Jordan 57.4 56.2 58.8 58.5 57.2 60.0 59.4 58.0 61.0 [
Kuwait 62.3 60.7 64.7 62.9 61.3 65.5 B3.6 61.8 66.2 sl
Lebancn 58.2 56.6 59.9 59.1 573 60.9 59.9 58.1 61.8 Chad
Oman 59.5 58.4 61.0 60.5 59.4 62.0 61.3 60.0 63.0 e
Palastine 58.6 57.2 59.9 59.4 58.0 60.7 80.1 58.7 61.5 Ooflaald
Clatar 581 56.8 61.0 59.0 576 62.0 59.9 58.5 63.1 b
Saudi Arabia 58.1 56.8 59.9 588 57.5 60.7 59.7 58.3 61.6 g0 el g gl ASLadh
Syrian Arab Republic 58.9 57.5 60.3 60.0 58.5 61.5 60.8 59.2 625 gt Gy all Iy ppandt
United Arab Emirates 62.2 60.8 64.9 63.7 62.2 66.5 64.9 63.2 679 aadall 4y alt b L
Yemen 51.4 50.3 52.6 52.7 51.6 539 539 52.7 55.2 Ot
ESCWA region 58.0 56.7 59.8 59.0 57.5 60.8 59.8 58.3 61.8 § gSuayt dkdaie

(i) pial) 2010-1995 « it £ 95 o 20 I G 336 Slyall pd g5
Life expectancy at age 20 years by sex, 1995-2010

-£52.UN.Org/unpp glyadl e rlia (2004 Lapd pa all S b e L Yy psloa¥] 3l 3 3] b SIS g - piomall
Source: DESA Population Division, Workd Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, which is availabée al: £33 un.ora/unpo.

Ta

ble 4.2

{Years)
Country 1995-2000 2000-2005 2005-2010 K
Queriph 28 S [ Cupenind 2L iz Y] L] Capaip NS Jay ]
Both sexes Men Women Both sexes  Men Women Both sexes Men Women
Bahrain 55.0 539 56.6 558 546 57.3 56.5 55.3 58.0 Gl sl
Egypt 521 505 53.8 53.3 51.4 55.2 54.2 52.2 56.1 -
Iraq 486 47.3 50.0 48.6 47.3 50.0 49.5 48.1 50.8 Jhad
Jordan 52.7 51.5 54.1 53.7 52.4 55.2 54.5 53.2 56.1 o
Kuwait 57.4 55.9 59.8 58.0 56.4 60.6 58.7 57.0 61.3 Sy 8l
Lebanon 534 519 55.0 543 52.6 56.0 55.1 533 56.9 Sk
Oman 54 6 53.6 56.1 55.6 54.5 571 56.5 55.2 58.1 ot
Palestine 53.8 524 55.1 546 53.2 55.9 55.3 539 56.6 Capbeeall
Qatar 53.3 521 56.1 54.2 529 571 550 53.8 58.2 b
Saudi Arabia 53.3 521 55.1 54.0 52.7 55.8 54.8 53.5 56.7 G gaal) gyl dsLaalt
Syrian Arab Rapublic 54.1 52.7 55.4 55.1 537 56.6 56.0 54.3 576 s Ly ad Byt
United Arab Emirates 57.3 55.9 60.0 58.8 57.3 615 59.9 582 629 Faaiall dy all Gl Lt
Yemen 471 46.0 48.3 483 47.2 495 494 48.2 50.6 Ot
ESCWA region 53.3 520 55.0 542 52.8 56.0 55.0 53.5 56.9 1 350ay) Lilain

.BEA.UNOMUNDP gsall e rha 2004 dani e pladl e J 1ige Laip ¥y eV Gyl 513 b S0l gk promalt
Source: DESA Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, which is available at: 85a.un ofg/uncg.
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Table 4.3

(=il J) B ASie O g (2415 A pandt Lidlh A pLucl sl &y pandl &y guaiidl Y dma
Age-specific fertility rates of women aged 15-24 years, selected years

(Per thousand)
Country Year 15-19 20-24 a
W
Bahrain 1990 21.5 160.2 Ca gt
1995 21.5 116.8
2000 14.9 109.6
2002 13.7 96.7
Egypt 1991 73.0 207.0 o
1995 61.0 200.0
2000 51.0 196.0
2003 470 185.0
Iraq ¥ 1991 36.6 139.0 LR
1995 27.2 118.3
2000 16.2 100.1
Jordan 1990 49.0 219.0 S
1994 320 175.0
2000 34.0 150.0
2002 280 150.0
Kuwait 1995 33.1 1528 iy gl
2000 18.6 116.6
2002 17.4 105.4
Lebanon 1990 30.0 123.0 Oy
1996 24.0 122.0
Oman 1995 86.0 2700 e
Palestine 1992 130.5 300.4 Caplaali
1995 114.0 294.0
2000 770 311.0
2004 69.4 236.0
Qatar ¥ 1990 54.8 251.1 )
1995 28.5 184.4
1998 20.5 136.1
2003 16.6 139.8
Saudi Arabia 1996 50.0 201.0 L gandll Ay a1 ASlaadt
Syrian Arab Republic 19883 62.0 166.0 g g et Aoy gl dog g ppnipdt
1999 370 150.0
2001 58.0 165.0
United Arab Emirates 1990 66.4 1990.3 Baadall Ay el b et
1995 37.3 151.2
2000 226 105.3
2003 22.4 98.9
Yamen 1997 105.0 279.0 ol
2003 83.0 245.0

Note: a/ Rates were calculated based on World Population Praspects, 2004,
2004 dand e plad S Bl e et S small Sdial fa ket

Source: ESCWA database based on national sources. Ay s o 1hGed 1S Sty Sl ploadt
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Table 4.4

(il JSY) 558 il pias (aip) B g o 24-15 &y paad) Lk (B alABYD gl sanll ina Sl glf S0
Age-specific death rates of persons aged 15-24 years by sex, selected years

{Per Thousand)
Country Year Men Women Both sexes aldt
S Sy Pl Qypaipd) NS
1519 20-24 1524 15-19 20-24 15-24 1519 20-24 15-24
Bahrain 1990 10 09 09 03 01 0.2 06 09 08 Sl
1995 08 08 08 04 03 03 06 05 08
2000 07 08 07 05 07 06 06 07 07
2004 0.7 07 07 04 05 04 05 06 06
Egypt™ 1980 13 15 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.4 1.2 " et
1995 10 12 11 07 08 07 08 10 09
2000 10 12 11 07 08 07 08 10 09
2003 10 12 141 07 08 07 08 10 09
Iraq . . - . - Sl
Jordan 1996 1.6 2.0 . 0.8 19 . .- . o 1!
Kuwait ¥ 1993 11 07 098 02 02 02 05 05 o
1998 08 09 09 02 04 04 06 07 07
2000 08 09 09 03 03 03 06 07 06
2003 07 08 08 02 02 02 05 06 05
Lebanon 1994 15 29 22 12 07 10 14 18 18 i
Oman - " . . . . . . . - Qs
Palestine * 1990 03 05 04 02 02 02 03 04 03 gt
1995 03 04 04 0.1 02 02 02 03 03
2000 08 10 10 02 03 02 06 06 08
2004 15 18 18 03 02 02 08 10 10
Qatar ¥ 1990 1.2 10 1.4 02 03 03 08 07 07 i
1995 1.2 05 08 03 05 04 08 05 086
2000 07 11 08 0.2 02 02 05 07 086
2004 14 09 11 0.1 03 0.2 08 07 07
Saudi Arabia 1088 15 1.4 15 1.1 11 1.1 13 12 13 et dgy odh Aslaalt
Syrian Arab Republic .. . . . . . " . . . Ay gt gy alt g ) gipapll
United Arab Emirates 1997 1.1 0.8 0.9 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.8 07 0.7 daadall 4y all Sl ket
2000 10 08 09 04 04 04 07 07 07
2003 1.0 07 08 03 03 03 07 06 086
Yemen .o . Ol

Notes: a/ Rates wera calculated using population data from World Population Prospects: 2004 Revision

Two daots {..) indicate that data are not available.

Source: ESCWA database based on national sources.

Jaaduly DY amall Cuadal fg 1 Slaa N
Ggie e il Ol e () ki Js

iy e e i L) Sy el et
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Table 4.5

(Aapia Agua) B b gin i Ja1 (puindl £ gi qunn 2415 Ay pand) Lkl b Qalali ga Ayl ciawe
Disability rates of persons aged 15-24 years by sex, latest available year

{Percentage)
Country Year Men Women Both sexes A
) Jpy Pl Cpeudpl S
1519 20-24 1524 1519 2024 1524 1519 2024 1524

Bahrain 2001 0.9 07 08 06 07 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 gl
Egypt 1996 7 18 17 10 08 1.0 1.4 1.4 14 Jnaa
Irag - - . . . . .- .- .- .-

Jordan 1994 02 01 041 01 01 o4 01 01 04 S
Kuwait 1996 16 08 . 068 08 .. . . . Sy g8l
Lebanon 1996 0.9 1.2 1.0 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.8 0.9 0.8 S
Oman 1995 23 20 . 14 10 .. . .. . s
Palestine 1997 1.8 21 1.9 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.4 16 1.5 Clmaath
Qatar 2003 22 14 1.5 16 14 13 18 11 1.5 b
Saudi Arabia 1996 13 16 . 11 08 . . . . Ao gl gyl At
Syrian Arab Republic 2001 00 00 00 00 ©¢0 00 00 00 00 A guadl Ay adh 3y ) papl
United Arab Emirates 1995 1.1 1.2 . 0.8 0.8 . . . . Saadall dgp it ot
Yeman 1994 04 06 05 03 04 04 04 05 04 Oaglt

Note: Two dots (..) that data are not available.

Source: ESCWA database based on national sources.

Lk} (oo ¥ phn Cibaly (2415 g pandt a6 i S gl ASY) Cfme
Disability rates of parsons 15-24 years, selected ESCWA countries

e b SN G e () AR 055 Adha D

Ay sdeas e el | St Sy b psheadl

Bahrain Egypt Jordan Lebanon Palestine Qatar Syrian Arab Yemen
{2001} {1996) {19584} (1996) {1997) (2003) Republic {1994)
ord - A ol Ol b fﬂ}’ ou
Byl
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Table 4.6

(Arpie Apuad) 5h gia L i) cuinlh £ 98 s 24-15 A panll i (B LaldBY (g3 il Slana
Smoking rates of persons aged 15-24 years by sex, latest available year

(Percentage)
Country Year Men Women Both sexes g
HI Hay sl Syl NS
1519 2024 1524 1519 20-24 15-24 1518 20-24 15-24
Bahrain 2001 46 198 128 07 27 17 27 121 76 St
Egypt paa
Iraq . " . . .. . . .. " . St
Jordan 2003 172 50.2 331 05 13 09 9.0 285 174 ReY: |
Kuwait 1996 120 402 01 08 Sy psll
Lebanon " . . . . “ Y
Oman 2000 29 88 - 00 00 15 44 . e
Palestine 2004 13.2 408 257 04 14 09 69 214 135 el
Qatar 1098 49 252 02 05 i
Saudi Arabia 1996 58 260 03 1.1 g dyp alh Al
Syrian Arab Republic . . . . Ay gt Ay adi Ay 3 ggandt
United Arab Emirates 1995 62 247 0.1 0.5 baadal Ay all ol ey
Yemen it

Nota: Two dots {..} indicate that data are not available.

Source: ESCWA database based on national sources.

e e bl ol e () SN G iEada

Apdey phems e lilidel 1 ySu) Sl sae i jaeaddt

Lyl O B e (gl ¢ 2415 g e L) B QaliZY) g Cpdol e
Smoking rales of persons 15-24 years, selected ESCWA countries

85
50 B
a5 3
40
30 .
25
20 3
15
10
5
o F
Bahrain  Jordan (2003) Kuwait Oman Palestine Qatar Saudi Arabia  UAE
(2001) (1996) {2000) (2004) (1998) {1996) {1995}
op oY oy S0 s i i Al L
A el i el
g gl saatal
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List of sources
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General

Websites of national statistical offices in member countries

Chapter 1: Population

United Nations. World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision

Bahrain. Central Statistics Organization. Statistical Abstracts 1990, 1995, 2000

Iraq. Central Statistics Organization. Results of the 1997 Census

Jordan. Department of Statistics. Statistical Yearbook 1990,1995, 2000, 2003

Kuwait. Statistics and Information Sector. Annual Statistical Abstract 1995, 2002

Kuwait. Statistics and Census Sector. Annual Bulletin for Vital Statistics, Marriages & Divorces 2002
Lebanon. Central Administration Statistics. Living Conditions Survey 2004

Lebanon. Ministry of Public Health. PAPFAM 1996

Oman. Ministry of Development. General Census of Population, Housing and Establishments 1993
Oman. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1995

Oman. Ministry of National Economy. Women and Men in Sultanate of Oman 2003

Qatar. Central Statistical Organization. Annual Statistical Abstract 1990, 1995

Saudi Arabia. Central Department of Statistics. Population Characteristics in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (Demographic Survey 1999)

Saudi Arabia. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1996

Syrian Arab Republic. Central Statistical Organization. Integrated Demographic Survey 1993
Syrian Arab Republic. Women and Men in Syria 1995

Syrian Arab Republic. PAPFAM 1995

United Arab Emirates. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1995

Yemen. Central Statistical Organization. Demcgraphic Health Surveys 1994

Yemen. Central Statistical Organization. Demographic Health Surveys 1997

Yemen. Women and Men in Yemen 1994

Chapter 2: Education

UNESCO Institute for Statistics Education Database (http.//www.uis.unesco.org)

Chapter 3: Employment

International Labor Office Labor Statistics Database (hitp:/laborsta.ilo.org)

Arab Labor Organization. Annual Yearbook of Labor Statistics in the Arab countries 2004

Egypt. Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. Annual Bulletin of Labor Force Sample
Survey 2001

Irag. Central Statistics Organization. Report on the Results of an Employment Unemployment
Survey 2003

Iraq. Central Statistics Organization. Results of Popuiation and Housing Census 1997

Jordan. Department of Statistics. Employment and Unemployment Survey 2002

Kuwait. Ministry of Planning. Main Characteristics of Population and Labor Force 2003

Lebanon. Central Administration Statistics. Active Population in 1997

Qatar. The Planning Council. Sample Laboer Force Survey April 2001

Saudi Arabia. Central Department of Statistics. Labor Force 2001

Syrian Arab Republic. Central Statistical Organization. Results of Labor Force Survey 2002

Yemen. Central Statistical Organization. Final report on the Results of Labor Force Survey 1989
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Chapter 4: Health

* Babhrain. Central Statistics Organization. Statistical Abstracts 1990, 1995, 2000, 2001, 2002

= Egypt Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. Statistical Yearbook 1994-2001 and
1995-2003

» Egypt. Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. General Census of Population, Housing
and Establishments 1996

= Jordan. Department of Statistics. Jordan Annual Fertility Survey 2001

* Jordan. Department of Statistics. Statistical Yearbook 1995, 2002

*  Kuwait. Ministry of Health. Health Kuwait 2002

* Kuwait: GFHS. Family Health Survey 1996

* Lebanon. Ministry of Public Health. PAPFAM 1996

* Lebanon: Ministry of Social Affairs. Statistical tables of the population and housing survey 1996

* Oman. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1995

* Palestine. Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics. Demographic of the Palestinian Population in West
Bank and Gaza Strip 1994

* Palestine. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. General Census of the Population, Housing and
Establishment 1987

*» Paiestine. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Statistical Abstract of Palestine No.5. 2004

= Qatar. The Planning Council. Vital Statistics Annual Bulletin {Births & Deaths) 1990

* Qatar. Central Statistical Organization. Annual Statistical Yearbook 1995

* Qatar. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1998

* Saudi Arabia. GFHS. Family Heaith Survey 1996

= Syrian Arab Republic. Central Bureau of Statistics. Statistical Abstract 2001 , 2002, 2003

* United Arab Emirates. GFHS. Family Health Survey 1995

* Yemen. Central Statistical Organization. Statistical Yearbooks 1999 and 2003

= Yemen. Central Statistical Organization. Final Results of the General Census 1994 for the
Population, Housing and Establishments
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