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Introduction

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) is
pleased to present the Tenth issue of the Bulletin on Population and Vital Statistics in
the ESCWA Region.

The purpose of the publication is to provide available data and statistics on
ESCWA countries’ registered vital events (births, deaths, marriage and divorce), as
well as the main indicators for each of these events and to compare them with the
estimates prepared by the United Nations Population Division' in New York.

This issue includes vital statistics and indicators from 2000 to the date of
preparation of this publication. Data before 2000 are available in the previous issues
of the bulletin. The Bulletin has been revised where some changes have been
introduced and reflected under each of its three sections.

The first section covers the population in ESCWA region; the second
section presents data on the fertility and mortality; and the third section provides
statistics and indicators related to marriage and divorce.

In order to standardize the basis of comparison, the estimates of the United
Nations Population Division (2000, 2002, 2004 and 2006 Revisions) were used as
the denominator for vital events in the calculation of the rates.

Data contained in this Bulletin were compiled from national statistical
sources including: annual statistical yearbooks and vital statistics publications and by
using questionnaires prepared by ESCWA for this issue. Data for Lebanon were
obtained from the Ministry of Interior.

We hope that this publication will meet the needs of data users, especially
researchers, academics and those working in the field of population, reproductive
health and development by providing a comprehensive picture on population growth
and its dynamics.

Last but not least, the Executive Secretary would like to thank the member
states for providing her with the requested data and hope for maintaining this fruitful
cooperation.

! United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. World Population Prospects. The 2000 Revision. Vol.. I:
Comprehensive Tables. New York, 2001, and World Population Prospects. The 2002 Revision. Vol.. 1: Comprehensive
Tables. New York, 2003. and World Population Prospects. The 2004 Revision. Vol. 1. Comprehensive Tables. New
York, 2005, and World Population Prospects. The 2006 Revision. Vol. 1: Comprehensive Tables. New York, 2007.
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DEFINITIONS":
The following vital events included in the Bulletin are:
I. Live birth
2. Death
3. Marriage
4. Divorce
They are defined as follows:
1. Live birth occurrence

Live birth is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a
product of conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after such
separation, breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as beating of the heart,
pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether
or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached; each product of

such a birth is considered livebirths.
2. Death occurrence

Death is the permanent disappearance of all evidence of life at any time
after live birth has taken place (post-natal cessation of vital functions without

capability of resuscitation). This definition therefore excludes foetal death.
3. Marriage occurrence

Marriage is the act, ceremony or process by which the legal relationship of
husband and wife is constituted. The legality of the union may be established by

civil, religious or other means as recognized by the laws of each country.

! Source: United Nations, “Demographic Yearbook 1995”
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4. Divorce occurrence

Divorce is a final dissolution of a marriage, that is, the separation of
husband and wife which confers on the parties the right to remarriage under civil,

religious and/or other provisions, according to the laws of each country.
VITAL RATES’
The vital rates contained in this publication are the following:
1. Births and Fertility Rates:
1. Crude Birth Rate (CBR)
2. General Fertility Rate (GFR)
3. Age Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR)
4. Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
5. Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR)
6. Mean Age of Childbearing (MACB)
I1. Mortality Rates:
7. Crude Death Rate (CDR)
8. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
9. Crude Death Rate by Cause
1. Marriage Rates:
10. Crude Marriage Rate (CMR)

11. Mean Age at First Marriage

? Source: United Nations, World Population Prospects: the 1996 Revision
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IV. Divorce Rates:
12. Crude Divorce Rate
The vital rates formulas are as follows:
METHODOLGY

1. Births and Fertility Rates:

1. Crude birth rate (CBR)

The number of live births during a particular calendar year per 1000 mid-

year total population:

CBR =

Where:

B: number of live births that occurred during a particular calendar year (or average

annual births of a period).
P: mid-year (or mid-interval) population for the same year or period.
2. General Fertility Rate
The number of live births per 1000 mid-year female population of

childbearing age (15-49)

GFR =

Where:

B: number of live births that occurred during a particular calendar year (or average

of a period).
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Fs.49: mid-year female population aged (15-49) (i.e. in childbearing age).
3. Age Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR)

The annual number of live births per 1000 women of a specified age.

Expressed symbolically, it is defined as:

Where:
ofc: is age-specific fertility rate of women aged x to x+n years.
oF. is the number of women aged x to x+n years at mid-year.

By is the number of births to women aged x to x+n years during a calendar year or

annual average for an interval.
n: is the number of years in the age interval.
4. Total Fertility Rate (TFR)

It is obtained by summing the age-specific fertility rates for single years of
age over the childbearing span and it is computed on a "per woman" basis. It states
the total number of children an average woman would bear during her lifetime if she
were to bear children throughout her reproductive years at rates specified by the
schedule of age-specific fertility rate for the particular year or time interval. It
assumes that this hypothetical woman does not die before the end of her childbearing

age (i.e. age 50).

The TFR formula is:

49
TFR = ny
15
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Where data are grouped into age intervals of n (usually 5) years.
5. Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR)

It is identical to TFR except that it refers to female births only. This
measure indicates how many daughters a woman would bear during her lifetime if,
throughout her reproductive life, she is exposed to the age-specific rate of bearing
female infant that is recorded for a particular year or certain interval of time. In other

words, it is based on ASFR for female births only.

If we multiply the TFR by the proportion of all births in the year that were

female, we will obtain a very close approximation of the GRR.

6. Mean Age of Childbearing (MACB)

This is obtained by multiplying the percentage of total births that occur in
each age interval by the mid-point of that age interval, then summing across all

intervals and dividing the resulting total by 100.

11. Mortality rates:

7. Crude Death Rate (CDR)

The crude death rate is the number of deaths at a certain area during a

calendar year per 1000 of mid-year population. It is calculated as:

CDR =

Where:

D: is the total number of deaths at a certain area during a calendar year (or annual

average of an interval period).

P: is the mid-year (or mid-period) population living in that area during that year (or

period).
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8. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)

Infant mortality rate is the number of infant deaths (excluding foetal

deaths) per 1000 livebirths. It is calculated as::

IMR =

Where:

D, is the number of infant deaths (excluding foetal deaths) between birth and
before reaching the 1 birthday, among residents in an area during calendar year t (or

annual average infant deaths for an interval period).
B": is the total number of births within the same year t (or interval period).
9. Crude Death Rate by Cause:

The number of deaths from a given cause or group of causes of death at a
certain area during a calendar year (or annual average death for an interval period)

per 100,000 of the mid-year population. It is calculated as:

Where:
D.: represents deaths from a particular cause or group of causes of death.

P: the population exposed to risk of death from particular cause or group of causes.
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IIl. Marriage and Divorce Rates:

10. Crude Marriage Rate (CMR)

Crude marriage rate is the ratio of the marriages during the year in an area
to the average population in that year. The value is expressed in 1000 inhabitants and

it is calculated as:

CMR =

Where:

M: is the total number of marriages occurred at a certain area during a calendar year

(or annual average of an interval period).

P: is the total number of person years lived by the population, counted as the mid-

year population (or mid interval population).

11. The Mean Age at First Marriage:

The mean age of women (or men) when they first get married. For a given
calendar year, the mean age of women (or men) at first marriage can be calculated
using the first marriage rates by age. Calculated in this way, the mean age is not
weighted, i.e. the different numbers of women (or men) at each age are not taken into

account.
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12. Crude Divorce Rate

Crude divorce rate is the ratio of the number of divorces during the year to
the average population in that year. The value is expressed in 1000 inhabitants. It is

calculated as::

Where:

Div: is the total number of divorces occurred at a certain area during a calendar year

(or annual average of an interval period).

P: is the total number of person years lived by the population living at the same area
during the same calendar year (or the interval period), given by the mid-year (or mid-

period) population.

Data not available

Negligible or zero
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Section One

)
Population



Section I of this Bulletin, entitled “Population”, presents data on population size
in the ESCWA region.
ESCWA member countries.

It contains 13 tables and 12 population pyramids for

(a) In this issue, twelve country tables were added on population distribution by
age groups, nationality and sex, in accordance with the latest census data of member
countries. All ESCWA member countries, with the exception of Lebanon, conduct a
population census every 10 years. Lebanon had its last census in 1932. Almost all the
countries undertook their latest censuses between 2003 and 2006. Iraq and Palestine
implemented their censuses in 1997 and are expected to undertake their next round in
2007;

(b) Table 13 has been added to provide a comparison between national census
population data to those estimated by the United Nations Population Division' in the
same year. There are some differences to be noted between the actual population and
the estimated figures;

(c) Population pyramids for 12 member countries are added in this issue. The
country pyramids provide a comparative overview of the age distribution for women
and men among the member countries. There are two distinct groups which the
countries may be divided into. The first group of countries have a ‘belle” shaped
pyramid with a large base in some (Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine) and a narrow
top. The second group, includes the Gulf countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and UAE) with a skewed shape for men in the age groups 24-44. This
could be attributed to the increase of working age groups of non nationals in the labor

market of the Gulf countries.

1

Data were taken from United Nations Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs

(DESA), World Population Prospects: the 2004 revision.
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aiadl 5 Apadiadl g 4y paadl CLEl o (2001) a5 AY cpoaall (A sl 1 Jgaa

Table 1: Population in Bahrain, latest available census (2001) by age groups and nationality and sex

Nationals O gibl gall Non-Nationals (il go Total & sanall
3y peall dsilt g sanall sy el g sanall sy ¢l & saxall Jday el
Age group Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
<1 9187 4767 4420 2224 1191 1033 11411 5958 5453
1-4 39134 19938 19196 9840 5058 4782 48974 24996 23978
5-9 50725 25666 25059 11425 5802 5623 62150 31468 30682
10-14 49160 25281 23879 9674 5033 4641 58834 30314 28520
15-19 44240 22729 21511 6755 3603 3152 50995 26332 24663
20-24 38358 19681 18677 20317 © 12482 7835 58675 32163 26512
25-29 30260 15303 14957 39115 27526 11589 69375 42829 26546
30-34 28577 13942 14635 43712 30823 12889 72289 44765 27524
35-39 29337 14039 15298 36078 25882 10196 65415 39921 25494
40-44 24752 11816 12936 30506 23619 6887 55258 35435 19823
45-49 18382 9489 8893 19395 15522 3873 37777 25011 12766
50-54 12041 6573 5468 9290 7521 1769 21331 14094 7237
55-59 8556 4198 4358 3700 2939 761 12256 7137 5119
60-64 7994 3822 4172 1507 1115 392 9501 4937 4564
65-69 5732 2705 3027 669 448 221 6401 3153 3248
70-74 4479 2220 2259 400 276 124 4879 2496 2383
75+ 4753 2454 2299 330 186 144 5083 2640 2443
M e
not stated
g el
Total 405667 204623 201044 244937 169026 75911 650604 373649 276955




Cuiad) g Lpuiall g 4 yeadl U s (2006) dans JAY paa B GlSad) 12 Jgaa

Table 2: Population in Egypt, latest available census (2006) by age groups, nationality and sex

Nationals O sibol gall Non-Nationals ikl ge e Total & saxall
2 yanl) 2l & saxall Ja elus g sandl Jas el & saxall day el
Age group Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
”M 8255404 4231397 4024007 8064 4214 3850 8263468 4235611 4027857
5-9 9181964 4744139 4437825 8439 4427 4012 9190403 4748566 4441837
10-14 9467835 4908718 4559117 8912 4574 4338 9476747 4913292 4563455
15-19 8320248 4344315 3975933 10499 5759 4740 8330747 4350074 3980673
20-24 6078656 3175297 2903359 15121 8978 6143 6093777 3184275 2909502
25-29 5249113 2517666 2731447 11854 6517 5337 5260967 2524183 2736784
30-34 4824639 2405265 2419374 11569 6218 5351 4836208 2411483 2424725
35-39 4615786 2297883 2317903 9205 5030 4175 4624991 2302913 2322078
40-44 3821425 1932096 1889329 8498 4896 3602 3829923 1936992 1892931
45-49 3215393 1675757 1539636 6522 3810 2712 3221915 1679567 1542348
50-54 2427502 1202176 1225326 5863 3567 2296 2433365 1205743 1227622
55-59 1787204 947728 839476 3817 2322 1495 1791021 950050 840971
60-64 1678025 845859 832166 3146 1814 1332 1681171 847673 833498
65-69 1120332 611359 508973
70-74 734935 377776 357159 4185 2242 1943 2428652 1282545 1146107
75+ 569200 291168 278032
Sae i
not stated
m._.M“M‘_L_ 71347661 36508599 34839062 115694 64368 51326 71463355 36572967 34890388

4-




oudadl g 4 panl G s (1997) a3 AY Gl adl b Glsad 13 8 Jgaa
Table 3: Population in Iraq latest available census (1997) by age groups and sex

Total g saxall
4y yeall 25 & sanddl Jay oL
Age group Total Men Women
<1 3217047 1623589 1593458
1-4 2854432 1452030 1402402
5-9 2399217 1221918 1177299
10-14 2190496 1107893 1082603
15-19 1827565 908988 918577
20-24 1595707 798681 797026
25-29 1209668 590310 619358
30-34 774636 351942 422694
35-39 800881 386930 413951
40-44 597559 283767 313792
45-49 453287 229983 223304
50-54 348567 175620 172947
55-59 241461 111716 129745
60-64 240461 109537 130924
65-69 168525 69797 98728
70-74 109019 47399 61620
75-79 73026 32687 40339
80+ 67802 26713 41089
s
not stated 15187 7070 8117
g yesal
Total 19184543 9536570 9647973




iadl 5 Apdad) 5 Ay pead) LAY caa (2004) a5 AY QI N B Gl 14 Jgaa

Table 4: Population in Jordan, latest available census (2004) by age groups, nationality and sex

Nationals O il gall Non-Nationals Cpiblge Total £ sl
A e At g sandl da s elus & sanall BENS) elud ¢ yenall Jay elud
Age group Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
<1 115792 59102 56690 6965 3541 3424 122757 62643 60114
1-4 498403 255676 242727 29171 14897 14274 527574 270573 257001
5-9 611850 313300 298550 31021 15833 15188 642871 329133 313738
10-14 582362 298669 283693 27767 14414 13353 610129 313083 297046
15-19 528221 270699 257522 31617 16994 14623 559838 287693 272145
20-24 481441 248508 232933 58752 31092 27660 540193 279600 260593
25-29 396422 202463 193959 59839 37311 22528 456261 239774 216487
30-34 349760 174537 175223 49409 : 32641 16768 399169 207178 191991
35-39 290713 145100 145613 32713 22637 10076 323426 167737 155689
40-44 219663 108609 111054 21737 15336 6401 241400 123945 117455
45-49 157328 78163 79165 13128 8935 4193 170456 87098 83358
50-54 118722 58488 60234 - 9518 6119 3399 128240 64607 63633
55-59 106752 51589 55163 6969 4176 2793 113721 55765 57956
60-64 93974 49252 44722 4813 2832 1981 98787 52084 46703
65-69 68927 35497 33430 2896 1598 1298 71823 37095 34728
70-74 45021 22574 22447 1799 893 906 46820 23467 23353
75-79 23383 12215 11168 885 436 449 24268 12651 11617
80+ 21307 9844 11463 753 293 460 22060 10137 11923
ama
not stated 1325 662 663 2521 1362 1159 3846 2024 1822
g seaal
Total 4711366 2394947 2316419 392273 231340 160933 5103639 2626287 2477352




owiad) g dpudall g & yeall GURY cwa (2005) s AY cy sl A Glsad) 5 Josa

Table 5: Population in Kuwait latest available census (2005) by age groups, nationality and sex

Nationals O sibal 5l Non-Nationals Ol ga Total g genall
4 peall 2l g saaal day elud g saadll Jas el g saadl Ja el
Age group Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
H 117200 60353 56847 81439 42356 39083 198639 102709 95930
5-9 116589 60431 56158 70869 36575 34294 187458 97006 90452
10-14 108713 56025 52688 57480 30302 27178 166193 86327 79866
15-19 97547 49580 47967 57570 30749 26821 155117 80329 74788
20-24 79461 40151 39310 119682 73314 46368 199143 113465 85678
25-29 64284 31029 33255 214149 144236 69913 278433 175265 103168
30-34 57369 27283 30086 209913 144145 65768 267282 171428 95854
35-39 51821 24429 27392 184734 129609 55125 236555 154038 82517
40-44 44136 20795 23341 132523 93682 38841 176659 114477 62182
45-49 35407 15733 19674 92722 68682 24040 128129 84415 43714
50-54 26736 11855 14881 54828 41814 13014 81564 53669 27895
55-59 16345 5202 11143 28879 22031 6848 45224 27233 17991
60-64 14829 6876 7953 13271 9586 3685 28100 16462 11638
65-69 11293 5712 5581 6384 4257 2127 17677 9969 7708
70-74 6650 3294 3356 3065 1770 1295 9715 5064 4651
75-79 3834 2034 1800 1386 697 689 5220 2731 2489
80-84 1840 892 948 619 272 347 2459 1164 1295
85+ 1325 673 652 507 238 269 1832 911 921
3ae e
not stated 22395 8630 13765 2609 1775 834 25004 10405 14599
g saxal
Total 880774 433977 446797 1332629 876090 456539 2213403 1310067 903336




oudall g adall 5 4 pendl CUAY awa (2003) dad AY clas b oSl 16 Jgaa

Table 6: Population in Oman latest available census (2003) by age groups, nationality and sex

Nationals O3kl sall Non-Nationals Okl se 2 Total g ganall
A yandl 2l g sanall Jay elud g seaal Jda el g sanall Jde elui
Age group Total Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women
<1 43485 21884 21601 4705 2392 2313 48190 24276 23914
1-4 172044 87659 84385 22523 11437 11086 194567 99096 95471
5-9 237476 121220 116256 23446 12137 11309 260922 133357 127565
10-14 270265 137621 132644 17955 9620 8335 288220 147241 140979
156-19 2565207 130466 124741 11549 6082 5467 266756 136548 130208
20-24 214260 107482 106778 38506 23493 15013 252766 130975 121791
25-29 148259 74032 74227 87222 64195 23027 235481 138227 97254
30-34 92775 47499 45276 101096 77107 23989 193871 124606 69265
35-39 73088 35741 37347 87371 68399 18972 160459 104140 56319
40-44 60976 29449 31527 71633 59122 12511 132609 88571 44038
45-49 50554 23715 26839 47149 40523 6626 97703 64238 33465
50-54 42695 20383 22312 26941 23406 3535 69636 43789 25847
55-59 31138 15935 15203 10439 8707 1732 41577 24642 16935
60-64 32048 17240 14808 4552 3485 1067 36600 20725 15875
65-69 18378 10389 7989 1691 1074 617 20069 11463 8606
70-74 16932 8959 7973 1001 588 413 17933 9547 8386
75-79 7386 3852 3534 458 238 220 7844 4090 3754
80-84 7525 3611 3914 259 141 118 7784 3752 4032
85+ 6692 3191 3501 209 128 81 6901 3319 3582
S
not stated 375 212 163 552 425 127 927 637 290
g ol
Total 1781558 900540 881018 559257 412699 146558 2340815 1313239 1027576
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