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Summary

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) with support of the United
Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) organized the sixth meeting of the Task Force on Population and
Housing Censuses, Round 2010 in Beirut from 1 to 3 December 2009.

The meeting aimed at discussing the Arabic translated version of the ‘Principles and
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” (PRPHCR2), making necessary
modifications, exchanging relevant successful experiences and expertise among ESCWA member
countries and discussing the future plan of the Task Force.

The meeting concluded with a number of recommendations, most importantly the completion of
the revision of the Arabic translated version of the “Principles and Recommendations for Population
and Housing Censuses, Revision 2”, the importance of cooperation between member countries in
different statistical fields in particular population and housing censuses, the preparation of a report
evaluating the work of the Task Force so far and its future vision to be presented to ESCWA Statistical
Committee at its ninth session which will be held during the third quarter of 2010.
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Introduction

1. In accordance with the recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on
Population and Housing Censuses, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
organized the Sixth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on Population and Housing Censuses in Beirut from
1 to 3 December 2009.

I. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2. The Task Force on Population and Housing Censuses, Round 2010 held its sixth meeting at the United
Nations House from 1 to 3 December 2009, and concluded with the following recommendations:

(a) The importance of consultation and coordination between national institutions involved in the
implementation of censuses and raising the awareness of census data users from various sectors including
research centres, universities, civil organizations, the public, and decision makers. Such contribution would
be through involving them in the early stages of the preparation of population and housing censuses, within
certain limits, to help determine their needs for census data and their role in the process;

(b) To emphasize that population and housing censuses are a national action rather than a merely
statistical project prepared and implemented by national statistical offices. Therefore, the meeting
encouraged central statistical agencies to create strategic partnerships with institutions from public, private,
civil and academic sectors, as well as partnerships with regional and international organizations and bodies;

(¢) To adopt comprehensive quality methodologies in all stages of the census, in particular in daily
data collection using available means;

(d) To request the Force members to send their comments on the overall work of the Task Force to
ESCWA, including any observations on achievements, obstacles and future vision, no later than 17
December 2009;

(¢) To call upon the chairman of the Task Force to submit a report on the mid-term work (2005-
2009) in cooperation with ESCWA secretariat. The report would include the assessment of the Task Force
work to date and its future vision (2010-2014) and be presented to the Statistical Committee at its ninth
session to be held in 2010 for consideration and adoption;

(f) Due to the difficulty of providing necessary funding to cover the costs of the Task Force meetings
and expenses of participants, the meeting recommended that statistical bodies in ESCWA member countries
cover the costs of the participation of their representatives, whereas ESCWA member countries would host
meetings of the Task Force respectively in alphabetical order;

(g) The meeting recommended that ESCWA and the Arab Institute for Training and Research in
Statistics organize training sessions in the field of population and housing censuses for 2010 and 2011,
including the multiple use of collected data;

(h) After reviewing the translated version of parts I, II, and III of the PRPHCR2, participants agreed
that one party reviews and corrects the three parts. In this context, the meeting recommended that ESCWA

secretariat conducts the final revision of the Arabic translation of the manual to be ready to use by beginning
of 2010;

(i) To call upon ESCWA to address a letter of thanks on behalf of the members of the Regional Task
Force to Qatar in recognition of its efforts in translating the PRPHCR2 into Arabic, as well as to Jordan,
Palestine and Saudi Arabia for their efforts in revising and correcting the translation of the three parts.



II. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

3. Ms. Fathia AbelFadil, Team Leader at ESCWA Statistics Division, reviewed the recommendations of
the Fifth Meeting of the Regional Task Force on Population and Housing Censuses, Round 2010 as well as
implemented recommendations. All recommendations were implemented except for the preparation of a
regional supplement to PRPHCR?2 to reflect the particular characteristics of the countries of the region. This
issue was discussed during the round table on the future of the Task Force. It was agreed to include the
preparation of the regional supplement of the manual in the future plan of the Task Force.

4. The representative of Palestine presented the experience of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
in launching the “Census Info” database for the dissemination of data. The presentation included different
dissemination means which comprise the traditional means such as paper printing and modern ones using
state-of-the-art technology such as the Internet and online databases. The representative pointed to the uses
of the “census info” in terms of identifying indicators, region and year as well as in view of its advantages in
particular the easy dissemination of the census results, providing several indicators for different topics,
which would enable the user to easily produce tables, graphs and maps representing the data. The “census
info” database can be found on the following website of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics:
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/CensusInfo/.

5. The Arabic translated version of the PRPHCR2 was reviewed. Discussions highlighted the
observations of countries that revised the three parts of the translation, namely Palestine (Part I), Jordan (Part
IT) and Saudi Arabia (Part III). Main observations pointed to the importance of revising the translation of
some texts, standardizing the use of the same translated terms, necessity to match the Arabic and English
versions, standardizing the numbering of paragraphs and pages and making sure all paragraphs of the
English version can be found in Arabic. In conclusion, it was agreed that ESCWA would take charge of the
final revision of the manual which should be ready by the beginning of 2010.

6. Mr. Abd El Meneem Abu-Nuwar presented a working paper on the general census of population and
housing: a statistical project or a national action. He clarified that the census is an integrated national work
prepared, implemented, evaluated and used not only by agencies authorized by laws governing the field of
statistics, rather by all official agencies, civil organizations, the private and academic sectors as well as the
public. He stressed the importance of strategic partnerships between statistical agencies and all national
authorities and agencies concerned with the implementation of the census. He also pointed to the importance
of developing statistical systems and the documentation process through all phases of the census in order to
maximize the benefits of the census. The document included the experience of Jordan in preparing and
implementing the 1979 census to make use of its advantages and disadvantages and to exchange knowledge
and learned lessons.

7. Mr. Ali Bin Mahboub, Chairman of the Task force, presented the experience of Oman in preparing the
2010 Census for Population and Housing which will be implemented in April 2010. The presentation
tackled the early preparations for the census, as of September 2009, such as counting buildings and facilities,
administrative, logistic, and technical preparations, selection and training of staff, modern technology and
software, work mechanism, means of monitoring and quality control. He pointed to the way of following up
field work, how to obtain census data, download data from the focal point to various workstations and how
to ensure data validation, processing and analysis to disseminate the results as soon as the census is
completed. Oman 2010 census is characterized by the use of satellites to photograph houses and facilities,
the use of handheld devices in the collection and entry of data and the establishment of a focal point for
quality control and work monitoring. The presentation detailed the tasks of the focal point in charge of
quality control, which would contribute to ensuring the overall quality of various phases of the census, in line
with international developments in the field of census planning and implementation. The centre tasks
include the completion and encoding of incomplete/inconsistent/not completely encoded data through
following up on the phone with those provided with a phone number, and implementing automatic revision
of complete and coherent data with people having phone numbers, in order to abide by the accuracy and
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credibility standards; providing technical support for staff implementing the census through the phone;
providing technical support and follow-up for citizens adopting self counting methods; following up daily
reports on rates of field work, calls, completion, and errors presented by supervisors, researchers, and census
implementers.

8. During the meeting session, member countries presented their experiences in the preparation and
implementation of censuses on population and housing, Round 2010. Presentations can be summarized as
follows:

(a) The representative of Egypt presented the experience of his country in the field of preparation and
implementation of censuses on population and housing for 2006. He mentioned that the actual counting was
made according to the place people were in de facto the night of the census, regardless of the place of usual
residence. The 2006 census was characterized by the implementation of the decentralization method in
different phases of the census as well as the use of scanner, the Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR) and
the automated encoding (transforming qualitative components into codes recognized by the computer),
developing new training methods, and in this context scientific material for the census methodology and
instructions was taped on video and CD-Roms to standardize concepts and definitions used in the census,
and controlling the quality of work throughout different phases. The Egyptian experience included aspects
that can be considered lessons to be learned namely, the activation of the role of preliminary results in the
quick extraction of detailed results as to different characteristics, to provide detailed data taking into account
speed, comprehensiveness, accuracy and transparency, use of geographic information system maps to
achieve a high level of comprehensiveness, use of the expected estimated number of population, use of
modern as well as the traditional training methods, activation of quality control throughout the different
phases of the census, participation of citizens at the end of each phase through the use of the toll-free
number, choosing collaborators in view of their pivotal role in the census, collaborating with the delivery
committees within a definite time frame, choosing experienced staff from official authorities if possible,
planning, organizing and managing a successful media campaign, and providing materials and publications
in advance;

(b) The representative of Palestine addressed the population and housing census carried out in
Palestine in November 2007. He pointed to the various stages of the census such as the preparatory phase,
on-the-field work, data-procession, publishing and analysis. He stated that the methodology used in the 2007
census was very inclusive, based on de facto counting with some exceptions that take into account the
particular situation of Palestine, collecting forms through direct interviews, updating paper charts before
time, numbering buildings and residential units. The 2007 census was primarily characterized by the quality
control mechanism that was used as of the preparatory phase up till the final one, in order to ensure better
coverage, accuracy and reliability of data and verification of the quality of work. The presentation addressed
some of the mechanisms used in the implementation of the 2007 census such as prior coordination with all
stakeholders whether governmental agencies, different ministries, private sector, institutions, donor
countries, data users, and prior coordination between technicians and staff working in data processing. Such
coordination contributed highly in controlling quality, pre-screening all project tools and methodologies.
The presentation included as well some aspects that could be considered lesson to learn from, such as the use
of various means compatible with all categories of users for instance qualified data files, electronic atlas,
statistical and the use of geographic information systems as well as the means of traditional publishing. It
stressed the necessity to prepare the project in advance in order to analyse, disseminate and use the census
data for the preparation of in-depth studies with recommendations related to housing, social and economic
policymaking for the achievement of sustainable development, in addition to train and rehabilitate staff in
government institutions to read and use statistical data in analysis, the necessity to use the census data and
results in a timely manner, reduce the number of questions in various areas, focus on data that are not
available in administrative records, and concentrate on and update administrative records at a later stage;

(¢) The experience of Iraq was presented and discussed, it highlighted the tools and methodology
adopted for the preparation of the 2010 pilot census of population and housing. Reference was made to the



different models of forms such as the form of inventories applicable to buildings, households,
establishments, agricultural spaces, the form for population and housing, and the form for hotels and similar
categories. The presentation covered the design of forms, which took into account the method of counting
and data-entry using the scanner. Topics included in the forms were identified according to national
priorities and needs, usability in international comparisons as well as national comparisons against previous
censuses, and the relevancy of topics according to the situation in Iraq. Forms covered demographic and
social characteristics, migration, disability, education, economy and marital status. Different guides were
prepared such as the instruction guide on package counting, and preparation of lists, the instruction guide on
the form for the inventory of buildings, households, establishments, population and housing, the guide on
civil registration services, and administrative units, and the guide on the classification of scientific and
professional disciplines, economic activity and nationality. The presentation included quality control of the
various aspects of the census, including administrative, financial, regulatory and technical aspects, as well as
the mechanism adopted in implementing the on-the-field phase, namely defining the borders of the
location/village, identifying and numbering roads within this location, identifying blocs and dividing the
areas of work, identifying the functions of associate directors, work of the supervisor and that of the counter
within the location/village, and the various methods for the dissemination of the results, including modern
methods such as electronic publishing and traditional methods such as statistical publications and reports.
Main difficulties included dealing with the scanner and technical requirements;

(d) The representative of Saudi Arabia made a presentation on the preparations for the 2010 census.
He noted that the Supreme Council for the Arab Gulf States decided at its twenty-second session held in
Muscat, to undertake the census for each State of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in 2010. Therefore,
the Department of Public Statistics and Information in the Kingdom, started to cooperate with the rest of
GCC States to implement the decision through a technical committee comprising specialists in censuses in
the GCC, which is responsible for developing the technical basis necessary to conduct the census through the
consolidation of the minimum number of topics to be included in the census such as population data
(demographic and social characteristics), buildings and housing as well as environments surrounding houses,
and establishments; standardization of evidence and classifications used in coding the census data in light of
international guides and classifications (technical guide, economic activity guide, nationality guide,
education guide); standardization of statistical concepts and terms; consolidation of the minimum number of
outputs of the census conducted in member countries based on the proposed topics; getting acquainted and
making use of media plans in member countries and standardizing media programmes. The presentation
included initial processes for conducting the census in Saudi Arabia in terms of updating the guide of
housing terms in order to provide the guide on the field and process its data on the computer; the process of
numbering cities, districts, sectors and blocks in the cities of Saudi Arabia on the ground and on maps;
estimation of the number of houses in each block and processing data on the computer; identification of the
census topics and preparation of a form;

(e) The experience of the Sudan in the 2010 population and housing census implemented in April
2008 was presented and discussed. The report highlighted the different stages of the census, namely the legal
authority, where a presidential decree was issued to determine the date of implementing the census, which
agencies are in charge of implementation, constituent committees, budget, stage of preliminary preparations
to conduct the census, including updated maps and administrative frameworks, identification of households,
actual counting, compilation of forms, data analysis and publishing process taking into account the
monitoring and quality control process at various stages. The presentation addressed training core trainers,
supervisors, officers of administrative units, monitors, and counters, the design of short forms to obtain basic
information on the entire population, and long forms with specific questions on demographic and economic
characteristics;

(f) Qatar experience included preparations for the 2010 census. The presentation included the
establishment of different committees such as a committee to prepare the forms, a committee to deign tables
and a committee to conduct a pilot census on the Internet. A unified form will be used for citizens and non-
citizens;



(g) The meeting sessions included a presentation on the census web pages in Palestine, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia. Information presented comprised used definitions and classifications, publications, databases
and forms, as well as how to use the Internet in the process of data entry. Palestine website can be accessed
on the following address: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/census2007/default.aspx?lang=ar-jo, that of Qatar on:
http://www.gsa.gov.qa/QatarCensus and that of Saudi Arabia on: http://www.cdsi.gov.sa:8080/census31;

(h) The representative of the Syrian Arab Republic highlighted in his presentation quality control of
censuses and survey data. He pointed to the importance of setting standards to measure and monitor field
census data quality, as it is a matter of urgency, whether at the local or global level, in order to obtain high
quality data and statistics that would form the basis of any plan or decision making process. He stressed the
need to evaluate and monitor quality control through all stages of implementation, which include evaluation
of questionnaires in terms of content, quality, drafting and format, consistency of data, comprehensiveness
errors, non-response errors, and data and results standards. He also summarized the stages of quality control
starting from monitoring the selection of topics in the preparatory phase, testing whether the developed
designs meet the desired results and expected outputs during the design and testing phase, through ensuring
the clarity of objectives during the operational stage, comprehensive documentation, and ensuring that
counters assimilated their tasks through appropriate training and monitoring work. This is followed by
testing the compliance with standard concepts and classifications during the processing phase for the
dissemination of accurate and timely data and results;

(i) During the sessions of the last day, participants discussed the evaluation of the Task Force work:
past activities, constraints and achievements. Discussions addressed main achievements and activities of the
Force in term of meetings held, establishment of working groups in order to prepare ESCWA contribution to
the revised version of the PRPHCR2, as well as the establishment of mechanisms for the coordination of
population censuses in the region and creation of groups to review the Arabic translation of the guide, and
the preparation of different studies and reports on national experiences in the preparation and implementation
of censuses. Participants discussed some of the obstacles faced by the Force such as ensuring necessary
financial resources to secure the participation of experts, prepare studies, and follow up on the
implementation of recommendations. Discussions focused on the importance and need to support and
strengthen the exchange of experiences, knowledge and good experience among member countries and other
countries, to activate and update the electronic forum Census Net; and continue regional work in the field of
population and housing censuses;

(G) Mr. Ali Bin Mahboub, the representative of Oman and Chairman of the Task Force, headed the
round table to discuss the future work of the Force in terms of exchange of experience, knowledge and good
practice in the preparation and implementation of population and housing censuses, the use of census data to
assist in policy formulation, decision making and methods of disseminating data including the use of
geographic information system technology, use of census data in the preparation of population projections
and preparation of a project to support countries in the dissemination and use of census data. Participants
agreed on several items of the future vision until 2015 (annex III).

9. A list of documents distributed on participants during the meeting is included in annex II.
III. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
A. DATE AND VENUE OF THE MEETING
10.  The sixth meeting of the Regional Task Force on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses

was attended by 18 participants from ESCWA member countries, representing national statistical offices and
with practical experience in censuses, along with two expert statisticians (annex I).


http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/census2007/default.aspx?lang=ar-jo
http://www.qsa.gov.qa/QatarCensus
http://www.cdsi.gov.sa:8080/census31

B. OPENING OF THE MEETING

11. The opening statement was made by Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil, Team Leader at ESCWA Statistics
Division. She welcomed participants and thanked them for responding to ESCWA invitation to attend the
meeting. Ms. AbdelFadil commended the efforts made by participants to prepare work reports on national
experiences in the preparation and implementation of the 2010 census.

12.  Mr. Juraj Riecan, Director of the Statistics Division at ESCWA, welcomed the participants, and stated
that censuses, though difficult and costly, constitute a fundamental tool in collecting data on population. He
also expressed his appreciation for the work of the Force and its achievements particularly with regard to the
translation of the PRPHCR2 into Arabic, as well as to experiences and lessons learned, exchanged and
discussed during the meetings. He informed participants of the regrets of the UNSD for not attending the
meeting in view of their engagement in other actions. He pointed to the UNSD contribution and financial
support to organize this meeting.

13.  Mr. Ali Bin Mahboub, representative of Oman and Chairman of the regional Task Force on the 2010
Round on Population and Housing Censuses, commended the efforts made by all countries members of the
Task Force to succeed mainly in terms of translating the guide. Mr. Mahboub stressed the need for
cooperation and experience sharing among countries in all spheres of statistics, particularly the preparation
and implementation of censuses. He concluded by highlighting the importance of evaluating the work of the
Task Force and the need to follow up and implement recommendations.

C. AGENDA
14. The meeting adopted the proposed agenda, as follows:

1. Opening of the Sixth Meeting of the Regional Task Force.

2. Adoption of the agenda.

3. Consideration and discussion of topics.
(a) Follow-up of the recommendations of the Fifth Meeting of the Regional Task Force;
(b) The experience of Palestine in launching Census Net;

(c) Round table on the Arabic translation of the “Principles and Recommendations for
Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 27;

(d) Census of population and housing: statistical project or national work;

(e) The experience of Oman in preparing for population and housing censuses;

(f) Experiences of countries in preparing and implementing population and housing censuses;
(g) Evaluation of the Task Force work: past activities, constraints and achievements;

(h) Round table on the future of the Task Force work;

4. Conclusions and recommendations.



Annex I’

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES

Egypt

Mr. Aly Ahmed Shahin

Manager of reviewing department
CAPMAS

Tel.: 202-24023031/202-24022575
Fax: 202-24024099

Mobile: 0125134389

E-mail: ALY SHHN@YAHOO.COM

Iraq

Ms. Nuha Khudher Youssif
General Director/Executive Census
COSIT

P.O. Box 8001

Mobile: 964-7901926276

E-mail: nuha_sharma@yahoo.com

Jordan

Ms. Ikhlas Selim Al Aranki

Director of Household Directorate, Technical
Assistant of population and housing census

Department of Statistics

P.O. Box 2015 Amman 11181

Tel.: 962-6-5300717/5300700

Mobile: 962-6-795200284

E-mail: Ikhlas@dos.gov.jo

Ms. Manal Hamd AlZeera

Statistical Research in Department of Statistics
P.O. Box 2015 Amman 11181 Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5300700/4165366

Fax: 962-6-5300710

Mr. Rafee Abdallah AlKadah
Statistician in Department of Statistics
P.O. Box 2015 Amman 11181 Jordan
Tel.: 962-6-5300700

Fax: 962-6-5300710

Mobile: 0785596247

* Issued as submitted.

Lebanon

Ms. Ibtissam Al Jouni

Social Scientist

Central Administration of Statistics
Beirut

Tel.: 961-1-373160

Fax: 961-1-373161

Mobile: 961-3-050639

E-mail: ibtissam.jouni@gmail.com

Ms. Alissar Ali Nasser

Analyst

Central Administration of Statistics
Beirut

Tel.: 961-1-373160

Fax: 961-1-373161

Mobile: 961-3-748817

E-mail: alissar.nasser@gmail.com

Mr. Viken Achkarian

Specialist in geography

Central Administration of Statistics
Beirut

Tel.: 961-1-373160

Fax: 961-1-373161

Mobile: 961-3-803653

E-mail: vashkarian@yahoo.com

Oman

Mr. Ali Bin Mahboub

General Director Social Statistics

Ministry of National Economy

P.O. Box 881 Muscat 113

Tel.: 968-24698825

Fax: 2469809

Mobile: 968-99355011/99244300

E-mail: alimahbub@hotmail.com
npcoman(@moneoman.gov.om

Mr. Habeeb Jaafar Aziz Alwati
Technical Affairs in the Census
Unit Director

Ministry of National Economy

P.O. Box 881 Muscat 113

Tel.: 2449475

Fax: 2469809

Mobile: 99431919

E-mail: habeeeb2010@hotmail.com
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Palestine

Mr. Abdallah A. S. Najjar

Deputy General Director

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
Ramallah, Palestine, P.O. Box 1647
Tel.: 970-22982700

Fax: 970-22982710

Mobile: 970-598902252

E-mail: abdullah@pcbs.gov.ps

Qatar

Ms. Noora Jamaan Al-Abdullah
Statistics Researcher

Statistics Authority

P.O. Box 7283

Doha

Tel.: 974-4958842

Fax: 974-4837038

E-mail: nalabdullah@planning.gov.qa

Saudi Arabia

Mr. Fahed Abdulaziz Al Fahead

Director of Population and Vital Statistics
Central Department of Statistics

P.O. Box 3735, Riyadh 1118

Tel.: 96614123850

Fax: 96614123850

Mobile: 966505225683

E-mail: althied@cds.gov.sa

Mr. Nasser Ibrahim Al Garba

Senior Statistician

Department of Population and Vital Statistics
Central Department of Statistics

P.O. Box 3735, Riyadh 1118

Tel.: 96614123850

Fax: 96614123850

Mobile: 966505412640

E-mail: naljarba@cds.gov.sa

Mr. Fathi Nsour

Census International Expert

UNFPA, Iraq Office

Amman, Jordan

Tel.: 962-6-5549864

Fax: 962-6-5548476

Mobile: 962-79-5222300

E-mail: nsour@unfpa.org,
fathi@dos.gov.jo

The Sudan

Mr. Ali Suleiman Ali

Director of Statistics in AlQasarz
Central Statistical Office

P.O. Box 700 Khartoum

Tel.: 249912637494

Fax: 249441832278

Mobile: 249912637494

E-mail: Alisul36(@gmail.com

Syrian Arab Republic

Mr. Ali Rostom Rostom

Director Social and Population Statistics
Central Bureau of Statistics

Damascus

Tel.: 963-11-3347854

Fax: 963-11-3322292

Mobile: 963-0-933841068

E-mail: alirs66(@yahoo.com

United Arab Emirates

Ms. Badria Ahmad Mohammad Hasan AlShahhy

Research Statistician (Population)

National Center for Statistics

Abu Dhabi

Tel.: 971-26123252

Fax: 971-26277203

Mobile: 971-507586686

E-mail: b.economy@hotmail.com

Yemen

Mr. Sam Ahmad Abdullah AlBasheeree
General Director

Census and Statistical Surveys Planning
Central Statistical Office

Tel.: 9671250108

Fax: 9671250664

Mobile: 967777184454

E-mail: sam.4454@gmail.com

B. EXPERTS
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Mr. Abdul Muniem Abu-Nuwar

Advisor in Ministry of national Economy

Oman

Tel.: 968-24698900 Ext. 1321

Fax: 968-24698909

Mobile: 968-99174454

E-mail: a.nuwar@cstamman.org.jo,
nuwar@unfpa.org,
nuwarcst(@yahoo.com
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Mr. Juraj Riecan

Director, Statistics Division
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut
P.O. Box 11-8575

Tel.: 961-1-981301

Fax: 961-1-981510

E-mail: riecan@un.org

Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil

Team Leader, Statistics Division
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut
P.O. Box 11-8575

Tel.: 961-1-981301

Fax: 961-1-981510

E-mail: abdelfadil@un.org

C. ESCWA STATISTICS DIVISION
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Ms. Zeina Sinno

Statistics Assistant, Statistics Division
Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut

P.O. Box 11-8575

Tel.: 961-1-981301

Fax: 961-1-981510

E-mail: sinnoz@un.org
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Annex III
FUTURE VISION FOR THE NEXT PHASE UNTIL 2015

(a) Commitment of ESCWA member countries to support the work of the Task Force through:
(i) providing financial support to cover participant expenses; (ii) technical support in specialized studies,
experience and modern technologies in the field of censuses, which may be needed by the Task Force or
member countries; (iii) reaffirming the commitment of countries to select members of the Task Force in
charge of censuses in their respective countries giving priority to the membership to the Force; (iv) member
countries hosting the meetings of the Task Force on a regular basis;

(b) ESCWA secretariat would cooperate with member countries in preparing the Task Force
programme of work for the coming period which comprises: date and venue of meetings, arrangements of
meetings, topics to be included for discussion in the meetings, and other matters;

(c) To examine the possibility of unifying the year of conducting the censuses in the region in 2020
(while identifying advantages and difficulties) or bridging the difference between the periods of
implementation in some countries with converging conditions and deadlines to make use of each others
experiences;

(d) To prepare a report on the current status of census systems in member countries, including
adopted methodologies, forms, tools and equipment in order to enhance national capabilities in the field of
censuses through identifying weaknesses and strengths of each country; each member country would prepare
an integrated work report on its experience in planning, preparation and implementation of the census, to be
sent to ESCWA secretariat, with attachments including all tools, and technical documents used, in order to
prepare for the standardization of statistical methodologies and work tools in ESCWA member countries
regarding the implementation of population and housing censuses, in addition to publishing those reports on
ESCWA web page (Census net);

(e) To request member countries to work on training human resources in the statistical field in
general, through holding local sessions in various statistical fields, to which all member countries would be
invited. ESCWA would supervise the training of local technical personnel;

(f) To prepare a rehabilitation programme for the coming period to be implemented through ESCWA
in cooperation with member countries and the United Nations specialized agencies, provided it is attached to
the Task Force report to be submitted to the Statistical Committee at its ninth session in 2010. Each member
country would identify its needs in the field of rehabilitation and training;

(g) To prepare a regional supplement to the guide “Principles and Recommendations for Population
and Housing Censuses, Revision 2” that would reflect the specificities of the countries of the region.
Member countries would prepare the components of the supplement through resorting to local statistical
agencies and would include national experiences in the field of censuses in terms of used methodologies and
technologies;

(h) The need to focus on censuses documentation processes;

(i) To analyse and use data, and analytical studies as the basis of policies and programmes in the
public and private sectors;

(j) To prepare scientific studies on methodologies used in the implementation of the census,
improving quality and other aspects, and diversification of means of cooperation in order for countries with
advanced performance to prepare training materials and transfer knowledge to other member countries;

(k) Methods for disseminating data, including the use of the geographic information system
technology;

(1) The use of census data in the preparation of population projections;

(m) To invite some international statistical organizations to send representatives to all meetings in
order to make use of such participation.
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