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Introduction

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) is
pleased to present the fourteenth issue of the Bulletin on Population and Vital
Statistics in the ESCWA Region.

The purpose of this bulletin is to provide available data and statistics
on ESCWA countries” vital events (births, deaths, marriage and divorce) and
population size and composition from national sources (registration system,
censuses and surveys).

This issue includes vital statistics and indicators for the years 2000 to
2010. The Bulletin has been revised where some changes have been
introduced in each of its three sections. The first section presents data on
population size and composition in the ESCWA region; the second section
presents data on fertility and mortality; and the third section provides statistics
and indicators related to marriage and divorce

Following a recommendation made during the ninth session of the
ESCWA Statistical Committee,! data in this bulletin were only taken from
national sources, and were compiled mainly from a questionnaire prepared by
ESCWA.

We hope that this bulletin will meet the needs of data users, especially
researchers, academics and those working in the field of population,
reproductive health and development by providing a comprehensive picture
on population growth and its dynamics.

ESCWA is grateful to member countries for their collaboration in
producing the bulletin.

1 ESCWA Statistical Committee, ninth session, Beirut, 13-15 October
2010.
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Section | of this Bulletin, entitled “Population”, presents data from the most
recent population censuses on population size and composition in the ESCWA
region.

The section provides a detailed portrait of population size and composition
according to age, sex, place of residence (urban/rural) and nationality (if relevant)
based on the last two censuses in each country, with the exception of Lebanon
which conducted its last population census in 1932. It should be noted that almost
all ESCWA member countries in the region have been undertaking a population
census every ten years. Population figures from the 2000 census round were made
available to us from 12 ESCWA member countries, and figures from the 2010
census round were made available to us from six countries.

Figure 1 displays population size of each country in the ESCWA region
according to the last population census. Table 1 shows the census count at the
census reference date together with United Nations estimates of the population in
each country at mid-year 2010. According to the United Nations estimates for 2010,
the population of ESCWA member countries was 258.8 million, representing 72 per
cent from the total population of the Arab countries and 3.8 per cent of the world
population.  About half (48%) of the ESCWA population lives in only two
countries, Egypt and the Sudan.

The ESCWA region is very diverse in terms of population size and composition.
Population size in 2010 ranged from 78.7 million in Egypt to only about 1.3 million
in Bahrain. Population composition by age, sex and nationality, also differs greatly
across countries.  Although population counts from the most recent population
census are not strictly comparable, owing to differences in census reference date,
they do shed light on variations in the shape of age-sex structures across countries.
According to figures 6-31 represented in population pyramids from the last
population census for each country in the ESCWA region, countries fall into two
groups. The first group has a bell shaped pyramid with a large base at the younger
age groups (Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine, the Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic and
Yemen) and a narrow top. The second group of countries is in the Gulf Cooperation
Council, and generally has a unique shape with distorted sex compositions 20-59,
owing to large numbers of migrant workers most of whom are men.
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Figure 1: Population of ESCWA countries according to the latest population census
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population groups are affected by recent fertility trends and labour migration. The
proportion of children aged less than 15 years ranged from a low of 14 per cent in
Qatar in 2010 to a high of 45 per cent in Yemen. The children in high fertility
countries such as Palestine, Sudan and Yemen constituted over 40 per cent of the
total populations in these countries. Over a fifth of the populations in eight of the
ESCWA members countries are youth. Again, the Gulf countries generally have
lower proportions of children and youth compared to other countries.

Figures 4 and 5 show changes in the proportions of youth and children
between the last two censuses (undertaken in the 2000 and 2010 census rounds) in
seven countries. The figures indicate a large decline in the proportions of children,
and an increase in the proportions of youth populations in all ESCWA countries
except Egypt. Despite reported fertility declines in Egypt, census figures do not
reflect corresponding shifts in the proportions of children and youth there owing
perhaps to age misstatement, under-enumeration in some young population groups
or both.
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Finally, recent estimates of annual natural population growth rates are
available from 11 countries in the ESCWA region. Estimates for 2010 show a wide
variation in population growth, ranging from 0 per cent per annum in Qatar (for
nationals) to 2.8 per cent in both Irag and Palestine to 3.4 per cent in Kuwait.
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However, in eight of the counties, population is expected to grow by at least 2.2 per
cent per annum, implying that the populations in these countries would double in
about 34 years or less. (See Table.37)

With regard to the annual population growth rates, there is a decrease in some
of the GCC countries perhaps because of a low flow in migration levels to these
countries in 2010 compared to previous years, lower fertility rates or both.

Section 11, entitled, “Fertility and Mortality”, presents estimated life
expectancy at birth by sex. Also, it presents data on registered births, deaths,
and causes of death in the ESCWA region from 2000 to the most recent year
for which data were available. In addition, the section includes levels of fertility
as estimated from the most recent population census and/or household survey.

Estimates of life expectancy at birth for recent years (2000-2010) are
available from eight countries: Egypt, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian
Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. The latest estimates for the
years 2009-2010 indicate that Qatar had the highest life expectancy for males at 78
years in 2010, and United Arab Emirates had the highest life expectancy at birth for
females at 80 years. As shown in tables 38-39 life expectancy at birth improved for
both males and females in most countries between 2000 and 2010. Estimates for
some countries show inconsistent trends in life expectancy at birth, with a slight
decline during this period. It is unclear why this is so. Also, estimates of life
expectancy for females are higher than males as expected, but the gender difference
is lower than expected, amounting to only 1-2 years in a few countries. (See figure
32)
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Tables 41-44 present data on registered live births by sex and sex ratios at
birth in each of the ESCWA member countries from 2000 to 2009. Figure 33 shows
that sex ratios at birth are within an acceptable range, 103-107, during most recent
years (2008-2009-2010) in the ESCWA member countries except Yemen. Thus,
there is evidence of under-registration female births only in Yemen. This figure
also shows significant improvements in the registration of female births in Iraq and
Yemen from 2000 to 2008-2009.

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) was reported by ten countries, namely, Egypt,
Iraq, Kuwait, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, Sudan, United
Arab Emirates and Yemen. According to available estimates from the latest
population census or survey, the highest TFR (6.1 births per woman) was in Yemen
in 2004, while the lowest TFR (1.9 births per woman) was in Lebanon and (2 births
per woman in 2009) was in the United Arab Emirates. (See table 45).

Tables 46-55 present registered deaths from administration records for
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infants and children by sex for selected years. Table 56 presents infant mortality rate
(IMR) and under-5 mortality rate (USMR) according to the latest available census
and/or surveys. It shows that the highest IMR (21 infants per 1000) was in Palestine
in 2010 while the lowest IMR (7 infants per 1000) was in Qatar and United Arab
Emirates. With regard to USMR, the highest rate (25 children per 1000) was in
Palestine in 2010 while the lowest rate (8 children per 1000) was in Qatar.

(See figures 34 and 35)
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Tables 57-63 present causes of death which is classified according to the Lol e ol Caatll (@ ddiae il gl Gl el 63-57 Jslaal)
International Classification of Diseases (ICD 10). The data reported from the Ualal o sl Tl <Y Gl o ) elaas Y Glald) e s gl bl i

ESCWA countries show that the most common causes of death are: Diseases of the
circulatory system; symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and laboratory findings,
not elsewhere classified; and certain infectious and parasitic diseases.
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Section 111 of this Bulletin, entitled “Marriages and Divorces”, presents data on
registered marriage and divorce in the ESCWA region from 2000 to the most
recent year for which data are available. The mean age at first marriage
estimated from the most recent population census and/or household survey is
also provided.

Tables 64-65 present total numbers of marriage and divorce cases since 2000 in
ESCWA countries, in addition to latest available data from family surveys and
household censuses on mean age at first marriage by nationality and sex in the
ESCWA countries.

Table 64 presents annual data on the number of registered marriages in
ESCWA countries during 2000-2010. The data show that the number of marriages
increased in all ESCWA countries except for Jordan, Qatar and United Arab
Emirates.

As table 65 indicates, the number of divorces increased significantly by 35 per
cent in Lebanon, Jordan and Qatar to 48 per cent in Syria and doubled in Egypt from
2006 to 2010. The increase was the lowest (29 per cent) in the United Arab Emirates
during the 2006-2010 period.

Table 66 presents recent data for age at first marriage from different data
sources such as population census and statistical surveys in the ESCWA Arab
countries. The highest mean age at first marriage for men was 29 years in Jordan,
Kuwait, Syrian Arab Republic and Egypt, and for women ranged between 24 and 28
years in the majority of the ESCWA countries expect for Iraq and Palestine. The
lowest mean age at marriage for men was 25 years in Palestine, and for women was
19 years in Palestine. Moreover, data from five countries Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Oman and United Arab Emirates show that there were variations between
nationals (citizens) and non-nationals (non-citizens) mean age at marriage. Non-
nationals married later than their nationals’ counterparts. For example, in Qatar, mean
age at marriage was 30 years for non Qatari men and 27 years for Qatari men; it was
26 years for non Qatari women and 24 years for the Qatari women.

Finally, the table 67 shows the distribution of the population 10, 12 and 15
year and above according to marital status by sex from different data sources such as
population census and statistical surveys in the ESCWA Arab countries. Since the
data not available by age, it is hard to compare the distribution of marital status
amongst countries.
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Technical Notes

Definitions

1. Infant mortality rate (IMR)
The number of infant deaths (excluding foetal deaths) between
birth and first birthday in the population of a given area during a

calendar year (or annual average infant death rate in a given period)
(Do) per 1,000 live births (B Y):

IMR =

2. Child mortality rate (USMR)

The probability of dying before the age of five, expressed as
deaths under the age of five per 1,000 live births:

US5MR =

3. General fertility rate (GFR)
The number of live births in a particular calendar year (or

average live births in a given period) in a given area (B ',) per 1,000
mid-year female population of childbearing age (15-49) (Fis.49):

GFR =

child deaths

live births
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4. Age-specific fertility rate (ASFR)

The number of births (,Bx) per 1,000 women in a particular age
group (nFx) during a calendar year:

ASFR =
5. Total fertility rate (TFR)

The number of children that would be born to a woman if she
were to live to the end of her childbearing years (15-49) and if the
likelihood of her giving birth to children at any given age were to be
the currently-prevailing age-specific fertility rate. It is the total of all
the age-specific fertility rates defined over a five-year interval (n):

49
TFR=  ny
15

6. Mean age at first marriage

The mean age at which an individual first marries. For a given
calendar year, it can be calculated using the first marriage rates by age
(that is, the number of first marriages at age x in relation to the average
population of age x). Using this calculation, the mean age is not
weighted, meaning that the number of women or men at each age is
not taken into account.
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GLOSSARY OF STATISTICAL TERMS

Age-specific
fertility rate

Base population

Births

Births by age
group of mother

Number of births to women in a particular age
group, divided by the number of women in that
age group. The age groups used are 15-19,
20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44 and 45-49.
The data refer to five-year periods running from
1 July of the initial year to 30 June of the final
year.

The number of people in a given area
(for example, a nation, province or city) to
which a specific vital rate applies; that is, the
denominator of the crude birth rate or death rate,
the population being determined from census
data.

Average annual number of births over a given
period. The data refer to five-year periods
running from 1 July of the initial year to 30 June
of the final year and data are presented in
thousands.

Number of births over a given period classified
by age group of mother (15-19, 20-24, 25-29,
30-34, 35-39, 40-44 and 45-49). The data refer
to five-year periods running from 1 July of the
initial year to 30 June of the final year. Data are
presented in thousands.
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Census

Census
population

Deaths by sex

Deaths under
age 1

Deaths under
age 5

A survey conducted on the full set of
observation objects belonging to a given
population or universe.

Latest census population, covering all residents,
regardless of legal status or citizenship, except
for refugees not permanently settled in the
country of asylum. Data are presented by
nationals and non nationals, by sex, and by rural
and urban areas per country. In addition, census
population data for each of the above
disaggregations are presented by five-year age
group for each country.

Number of deaths over a given period, classified
by sex (male, female and both sexes combined).
The data refer to five-year periods running from
1 July of the initial year to 30 June of the final
year and data are presented in thousands.

Number of deaths under age 1 over a given
period. The data refer to five-year periods
running from 1 July of the initial year to 30 June
of the final year and data are presented in
thousands.

Number of deaths under age 5 over a given
period. The data refer to five-year periods
running from 1 July of the initial year to 30 June
of the final year. Data are presented in
thousands.
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Dependency
ratios

Divorce

Estimation

Infant mortality

Life expectancy
by sex

The total dependency ratio is the ratio of the sum
of the population aged 0-14 plus that aged 65
and over to the population aged 15-64. The child
dependency ratio is the ratio of the population
aged 0-14 to the population aged 15-64. The old-
age dependency ratio is the ratio of the
population aged 65 years and over to the
population aged 15-64. All ratios are presented
as number of dependants per 100 persons of
working age (15-64).

The final dissolution of a marriage, that is, the
separation of husband and wife which confers on
the parties the right to remarriage under civil,
religious and/or other provisions, according to
the laws of each country.

The process of inferring the numerical value of
unknown population values from incomplete
data, such as a sample.

The probability (expressed as deaths per 1,000
live births) of a child born in a specified year
dying before reaching the age of 1 if subject to
current age-specific mortality rates.

The average number of years of life expected by
a hypothetical cohort of individuals if subject
throughout their lives to the mortality rates of a
given period, expressed in years.
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Marriage

Mean age at
first marriage

Mortality under
age 5

Population
Population by

age group

Population at
risk

The act, ceremony or process by which the legal
relationship of husband and wife is constituted.
The legality of the union may be established by
civil, religious or other means, as recognized by
the laws of each country.

The weighted average of the age at first
marriage, using as weights the age-specific
marriage rates for first marriages only.

Probability of death between birth and fifth
birthday, expressed as deaths per 1,000 births.

De facto population of a country, area or region
as at 1 July of the year indicated. Figures are
presented in thousands.

De facto population as at 1 July of the year
indicated for the age group indicated (presented
in thousands), and the percentage of the total
population that it represents. The population age
groups are: 0-4, 0-14, 5-14, 6-11, 12-14, 15-17,
18-23, 15-24, 15-59, 15-64, 60 or over, 65 or
over and 80 or over.

The population that is exposed to the occurrence
of a vital event, for example, the total population
in the case of deaths or the legally-married
population in the case of divorces.
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Population
census

Population
estimates

Population
projections

Proportion

Rate

Ratio

The process of collecting, compiling, evaluating,
analyzing and publishing or otherwise
disseminating demographic, economic and social
data pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons
in a country or in a well-delimited part of a
country.

Country estimates, disaggregated by sex,
presented in a time series from 2000 until 2007.

Estimates of total size or composition of
populations in the future.

A special type of ratio in which the denominator
is a quantity that represents the whole of a given
group under investigation and the numerator is a
subset of it.

The occurrence of events over a specific
interval. Also refers to the measure of the
frequency of a phenomenon of interest.

The relationship between two quantities
measured in the same unit, expressed as one
value divided by another. The result has no unit.
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Registration of
vital events

Rural
population

Population sex
ratio

Sex ratio at
birth

Total fertility
rate

Continuous, permanent and  compulsory
recording of the occurrence of vital events,
together with certain identifying or descriptive
characteristics relating to such events, regulated
by the civil code, laws or regulations of each
country. Such vital events may include live
births, deaths, foetal deaths, marriages, divorces,
judicial separations, marriage annulments,
adoptions, recognitions (legal acknowledgement
of natural children) and legitimations.

De facto population living in areas classified as
rural (that is, the difference between the total
population of a country and its urban
population). Data refer to 1 July of the year
indicated and are presented in thousands.

Number of males per 100 females in the
population.

Number of male births per single female birth.

The average number of children a hypothetical
cohort of women would have at the end of their
reproductive period if they were subject
throughout their lives to the fertility rates of a
given period and not subject to mortality;
expressed as number of children per woman.
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Urban
population

Vital event

Women aged
15-49

Given national differences in the characteristics
that distinguish urban from rural areas, the
distinction between urban and rural population is
not amenable to a single definition applicable to
all countries. National definitions are commonly
based on size of locality; any population that is
not urban is considered rural.

A live birth, death, foetal death, marriage,
divorce, adoption, legitimation, recognition of
parenthood, annulment of marriage or legal
separation.

Number of women aged 15-49 as at 1 July of the
year indicated (presented in thousands) and that
number as a percentage of the total female
population as at 1 July of that year.
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