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Summary 
 
 The Interregional Seminar aimed at strengthening national capacities in terms of assessing the 
economic feasibility of alternative interregional transport linkages, and at introducing transport 
facilitation practices in general, and simplifying border crossing procedures along priority interregional 
transport linkages in particular. 
 
 The Seminar discussed progress made in terms of developing the following: (a) regional transport 
networks; (b) geographic information system (GIS) maps of interregional transport linkages; (c) the most 
economically viable linkages among United Nations regional commissions; (d) the current status and 
developments of border crossing procedures and formalities, and other transport facilitation issues; 
(e) selected good practices of transport facilitation; (f) funding transport infrastructure and transport 
facilitation; and (g) the remaining project activities.  
 
 The Meeting arrived at a set of conclusions and recommendations on those issues, which are 
outlined in this report. 
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I.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. The Meeting considered a range of issues related to the development of transport within the 
framework of the United Nations Development Account project, entitled “Capacity-building through 
cooperation in developing land and land-sea interregional transport linkages”. Specifically, the Seminar 
discussed progress made in terms of developing the following: (a) regional transport networks; (b) 
geographic information system (GIS) maps of interregional transport linkages; (c) the most economically 
viable linkages among regional commissions, namely, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) and ESCWA; (d) the current status and developments of border crossing procedures and 
formalities, and other transport facilitation issues; (e) selected good practices of transport facilitation; (f) 
funding for transport infrastructure and transport facilitation; and (g) the remaining project activities. Those 
are set forth below. 
 
2. The role of ESCWA in terms of coordinating the project and the Meeting was noted with appreciation. 
 

A.  DEVELOPING REGIONAL TRANSPORT NETWORKS 
 
3. The Meeting recognized the importance of sharing experiences aimed at developing regional transport 
networks among United Nations regional commissions, namely, ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA. Within 
that context, there was a general consensus that ECA could benefit from the experience of ECE, ESCWA 
and ESCAP in terms of formalizing the highway and the railway agreements in Africa.  
 

B.  GIS MAPS OF INTERREGIONAL TRANSPORT LINKAGES 
 
4. The Meeting noted with appreciation the five draft GIS maps showing the interregional land and land-
sea transport linkages among countries coming under the purview of ESCWA, ECA, ECE and ESCAP. The 
Meeting was informed that the maps collated and incorporated the interregional transport routes and linkages 
identified under previous activities of the project. Discussions focused on linkages between Asia and Africa 
that were not included in the ESCWA road and railway agreements; and Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab 
Republic and Yemen emphasized the need to include such linkages, particularly the proposed Madayek Tiran 
Bridge and the Bab Al-Mandab Bridge or Tunnel.  
 
5. The regional commissions and the concerned countries were requested to review the draft maps and 
provide their comments to ESCWA by 16 July 2007. ECE informed participants that, with the exception of 
those Euro-Asian linkages identified under the project, additional information provided by ECE are 
identified in the European Agreement on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR) and the European 
Agreement on Main International Railway Lines (AGC), which are not in GIS format. The delegates from 
ESCWA and ECA member countries are set to review the routes indicated and their descriptions as noted on 
the back of each map, and to inform their respective commissions of any comments and clarifications before 
the deadline of 16 July 2007. ECE and ESCAP will forward the maps to Turkey, Pakistan and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, respectively, for the same purpose; and ECA and ESCWA will also forward the maps to 
the countries that were not represented at the Meeting. 
 
6. ESCWA provided compact discs of the draft GIS maps for delegations to study the relevant routes and 
provide their regional commissions with relevant comments within 15 days of receiving the disc. 
 
7. ESCWA, ECA, ECE and ESCAP plan to work together to refine and complete the maps and prepare a 
second draft for review by delegates from participating countries. Additionally, ESCWA will consider the 
option of showing road and rail transport separately, thereby facilitating the use of such maps. ECA 
recommended that the consultant working on the maps needed to visit its GIS team in order to finalize 
Africa’s linkages. 
 

C.  ECONOMICALLY VIABLE LINKAGES AMONG REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 
 
8. The Meeting agreed on the improvement projects for the various countries in the ESCWA region that 
have proven viable, and recommended to implement improvements in line with the scheduled dates as 
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specified in the economic feasibility study of the proposed interregional transport linkages between ESCWA 
and ECE, ECA and ESCAP. 
 
9. Participants recognized that social impacts of the proposed improvement projects needed to be given a 
priority, rather than prioritizing such projects purely on the basis of economic feasibility.   
 

D.  TRANSPORT FACILITATION 
 
10. Despite the progress made in transport facilitation, participants agreed that a lot of work remained, 
including further and more intensified cooperation and coordination among agencies involved in border and 
transborder operations at the national level. 
 
11. Participants requested the regional commissions to continue their efforts aimed at helping member 
countries to address transport facilitation issues by providing technical assistance and to back national efforts 
by promoting inter-country cooperation and coordinated actions; elaborating studies; undertaking new 
capacity-building activities; and organizing national and subregional facilitation workshops and training 
seminars, including promoting and formulating legal instruments and training trainers. Moreover, emphasis 
needs to be placed on easing customs clearance procedures at border crossing points, given that they are 
considered the main obstacles to transport and trade facilitation.    
 
12. Noting the importance of accession to and implementation of international agreements and 
conventions on transport facilitation, including those developed by ECE, participants encouraged those 
countries that have not yet acceded to the principal facilitation conventions to consider adopting and 
implementing them. 
 
13. Several delegations requested the regional commissions to continue to hold seminars and workshops, 
which promote understanding of international conventions, and to provide a platform to discuss other issues 
relating to trade and transport facilitation. Additionally, the participants noted the importance of engaging 
with customs authorities and other related entities, and of ensuring their participation at future seminars to be 
organized by the regional commissions. 
 
14. The time/cost/distance model developed and implemented by ESCAP was considered to be a useful 
tool to be applied on selected corridors in the ECA and ESCWA regions. The preparatory work to apply the 
model could commence within the framework of the current project, extending possibly under a new project 
proposal. 
 
15. The participants noted the important role of national transport and trade facilitation committees 
(NTTFCs) in addressing facilitation issues at national and regional levels, and the tangible results produced 
in that sphere in some countries owing to the national efforts and the support offered by the regional 
commissions. There was a general consensus of the need to take all necessary measures aimed at further 
strengthening such committees. 
 
16. The participants encouraged conducting joint meetings among NTTFC committees with the aims of 
exchanging experiences and solving problems and obstacles of the border crossing points.  
 
17. Moreover, the participants encouraged the respective countries to translate the transport facilitation 
recommendations into action plans, as outlined in the ESCWA study on transport and trade facilitation, with 
particular emphasis on the draft action plan prepared for Egypt.  
 
18. Owing to the fact that transport and trade facilitation problems are continuous in nature, participants 
recommended to follow up such ongoing activities as the organization of workshops and the provision of 
advisory services on facilitation issues, including international transport conventions and a new project that 
could continue this work.  
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E.  FUNDING OF TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITATION PROJECTS 
 
19. The participants noted with appreciation the information provided by the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) and its readiness to consider funding transport infrastructure and facilitation projects that are regional 
in nature. In particular, the regional commissions were encouraged to submit relevant project proposals to 
IDB for due consideration for funding in coordination with concerned Governments. 
 

F.  GOOD PRACTICES OF TRANSPORT FACILITATION 
 
20. The participants noted with appreciation the information provided by the International Road Transport 
Union (IRU) regarding the Black Sea Highway Caravan and encouraged the regional commissions to 
collaborate with IRU in organizing similar events in other regions. 
 

G.  OTHER INITIATIVES 
 
21. The participants recognized the existence of other initiatives on transport and trade facilitation within 
the United Nations system at global, regional and subregional levels, including, for example, the Almaty 
Programme of Action. 
 
22. The representative of the Institute of National Planning (INP) in Egypt briefed the Meeting on the 
work led by INP within the framework of the Nile Basin Initiative of 1999, which involves significant 
facilitation issues along the Nile Basin corridors. He explained that much of the material and models 
presented in the Meeting could be highly beneficial to that endeavour by INP.  
 
23. The participants noted the initiative by INP with appreciation and agreed to provide technical 
assistance to that activity through applicable modalities in the United Nations system with the close 
cooperation of INP, ESCWA, ECA and ESCAP. 
 

H.  REMAINING PROJECT ACTIVITIES 
 
24. The participants noted with appreciation the information provided by the regional commissions on the 
remaining activities to be implemented within the framework of the project before the end of 2007. 
 
25. Several member countries suggested additional activities as indicated above. While current efforts 
needed to focus first on the successful completion of the project, there was a general consensus that 
additional activities could be conducted within the frameworks of subsequent projects, with funding from 
several sources, including the Development Account and IDB. 
 

II.  ORGANIZATION OF THE SEMINAR 
 
26. The Interregional Seminar on the Economic Assessment of International Transport Linkages and on 
Transport Facilitation (Cairo, 26-28 June 2007) was organized by ESCWA, with the cooperation of ECA, 
ECE, ESCAP, and was held under the auspices of the Minister of Transport in Egypt, H.E. Mohammad 
Mansour.  The Meeting was organized within the framework of the United Nations Development Account 
project, entitled “Capacity-building through cooperation in developing land and land-sea interregional 
transport linkages”. 
 
27. The Meeting was attended primarily by the project focal points that were officially nominated by their 
respective countries in the ECA, ECE, ESCAP and ESCWA regions; other national officials concerned with 
the development of transport infrastructure and facilitation at interregional border crossings from public and 
private sectors; selected consultants from the respective regions; and representatives from IRU and IDB. The 
list of participants is contained in the annex of this report. 
 
28. The Meeting was opened jointly by the Vice Chairman of the Transport Planning Authority, Mr. 
Hassan Selim, on behalf of the Minister of Transport in Egypt, H.E. Mr. Mohammad Mansour; the Project 
Coordinator and Transport Team Leader at the Globalization and Regional Integration Division in ESCWA, 
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Mr. Nabil Safwat; the Chief of Transport Infrastructure Section, Transport Division in ECE, Mr. Michalis 
Adamantiadis; the Chief of Transport Facilitation Section, Transport and Tourism Division in ESCAP, Ms. 
Geetha Karandawala; and the Economic Affairs Officer, New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
(NEPAD) and Regional Integration Division in ECA, Ms. Marie Therese Guiebo. 
 
29. Mr. Nabil Safwat from ESCWA briefed the participants on behalf of all the regional commissions on 
the status of the project and the objectives of the Meeting. In turn, the participants noted with appreciation 
the role played by ESCWA in coordinating the project.  
 
30. Each of the regional commissions briefed the participants on the development of transport networks, 
the progress made to date and the plans for the future. The Meeting noted the importance of sharing 
experiences among ECE, ESCWA, ESCAP and ECA, and encouraged the opportunity to learn from each 
other.  
 
31. In his presentation on the development of the African highway network and other initiatives, Mr. 
Robert Lisinge from ECA stressed the importance of regional transport networks to Africa’s socio-economic 
development, focusing on the Trans-African Highway Network, which was established in the early 1970s to 
provide direct routes between capitals in Africa, thereby contributing to the political, economic and social 
integration of the continent and linking areas of production and consumption. 
 
32. Additionally, the presentation outlined the constraints to the development of regional infrastructure in 
Africa, including the limited funds of African countries, complexity of donor funding, and limited technical 
capacity of African countries and economic communities. 
 
33. The presentation underscored ongoing efforts aimed at addressing problems related to infrastructure 
development in Africa and proposed that the way forward was to harness the potential of public-private 
partnerships (PPPs). That requires capacity-building of public sector officials in order to plan, negotiate and 
manage PPPs; and of countries to adopt appropriate investment frameworks aimed at attracting potential 
investors.  
 
34. Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis from ECE presented the progress made on the Trans-European Motorway 
(TEM) and Trans-European Railway (TER) projects master plan, under which a total of 21 countries in 
central, eastern and southeast Europe identified their road and rail backbone networks and evaluated and 
prioritized 451 transport infrastructure projects at a total cost of 102 billion euros. That work is being 
followed up by member countries of TEM and TER; and the monitoring mechanisms, which have been 
established under TEM and TER projects, and master plan are set to be received in 2008.  
 
35. The participants recognized the relevance of that work for the coordinated development of 
international transport infrastructures and stressed that the methodology used by the TEM and TER master 
plan can serve as example to other regions.  
 
36. Mr. Dong-Woo Ha, Chief of Transport Infrastructure Section, Transport and Tourism Division in 
ESCAP, presented the progress made on implementing the Asian Highway (AH) Network and other 
initiatives. He illustrated how AH and Trans-Asian Railway (TAR) had been formulated through a series of 
corridor studies and further formalized through negotiation of intergovernmental agreements. Additionally, 
he briefed the Meeting on the new initiatives by ESCAP aimed at developing intermodal networks of dry 
ports in order to realize the vision of an international integrated intermodal transport and logistics system, as 
contained in the Busan Declaration on Transport Development in Asia and the Pacific, which was adopted by 
the Ministerial Conference on Transport (Busan, Republic of Korea, 11 November 2006). 
 
37. Mr. Bassam Anani from ESCWA briefed the Meeting on the status of implementation of the 
Agreement on International Roads in the Arab Mashreq, the Agreement on International Railways in the 
Arab Mashreq and the Memorandum of Understanding on Maritime Transport in the Arab Mashreq. He 
indicated that a total of 10 ESCWA member countries had ratified the Agreement on International Roads and 
that genuine implementation of the prepared action plan of the Agreement had taken place in many countries, 
with official inauguration ceremonies in Jordan, Egypt and the Syrian Arab Republic.  
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38. Equally, seven ESCWA member countries had ratified the Agreement on International Railways, with 
genuine steps undertaken aimed at establishing the feasibility of constructing the missing links in Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen. The action plan for the implementation of the 
Agreement has been approved by the Committee on Transport in ESCWA. Moreover, the action plan for 
implementing the Memorandum of Understanding on Maritime Transport, which was ratified by five 
member countries, has been prepared and will be submitted to the ninth session of the Committee on 
Transport for approval. 
 
39. Mr. Nabil Safwat from ESCWA presented the draft GIS maps of the interregional land and land-sea 
transport linkages identified within the project. The participants noted with appreciation the five GIS maps 
showing the interregional linkages among countries coming under the purview of ESCWA, ECA, ECE and 
ESCAP. The Meeting was informed that the maps collated and incorporated the interregional linkages 
identified under the project. Within that context, the Syrian Arab Republic, Saudi Arabia and Yemen 
requested to include the missing linkages connecting Asia and Africa, the bridge at Madayek Tiran between 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, and the bridge or tunnel at Bab Al-Mandab between Djibouti and Yemen.  
 
40. Mr. Bassam Anani from ESCWA presented a study, entitled “Economic evaluation of ESCWA 
interregional linkages with ECE, ESCAP and ECA regions”, which detailed the methodology used to 
determine the economic evaluation of the various sections along the land linkages agreed upon in both 
Amman (30 May-1 June 2005) and Rabat (8-10 December 2005). The presentation, which analysed a total of 
77 road links, discussed the data collection method, traffic modelling, the estimation of both the costs and 
benefits, and the financial analysis used, with assumptions associated with each.  
 
41. In the area of economic analysis, the benefits include vehicle operational cost (VOC) savings, value of 
travel time savings and savings resulting from the reduction of accident losses. The result of the economic 
analysis was that all the countries studied could benefit economically from the improvement projects. A 
sensitivity analysis was conducted, which confirmed the economic viability of the projects for all countries. 
Finally, the requirements for immediate, medium- and long-term improvements were presented.  
 
42. The discussions focused on the fact that the scope of the study was limited to road improvements, 
rather than encompassing rail and sea linkages. It was not clear how the economic evaluation was extended 
from project level to country level. Finally, it was stressed that some of the assumptions were not particularly 
realistic, especially with regard to the traffic projections.     
 
43. Mr. Mohamed Jemal from ECA assessed international transport linkages between ECA, ECE and 
ESCWA. The presentation focused on the main transport corridors linking Africa to ECE and ESCWA that 
are assessed on a subregional basis in relation to the Regional Spatial Development Initiatives Programme 
(RSDIP). Three subregions, namely, Northern, Eastern and Southern Africa were considered in terms of their 
basic features, economic characteristics and their inter-linkages with ECE and/or ESCWA. 
 
44. Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis from ECE presented the results of the prioritization within the framework 
of the Euro-Asian Transport Linkages (EATL) project, which identified, evaluated and prioritized 230 
projects at a total cost of $43 billion. Those results were considered among the important outcomes of the 
Development Account project, and the methodology used can also serve as an example to other regions.  
 
45. The participants noted that the EATL prioritization framework could represent a first attempt towards 
a coordinated investment strategy in the development of Euro-Asian routes; that implementation was a long-
term exercise that required political will and commitment of all concerned countries, in addition to close 
coordination and monitoring; and that the continuation of the EATL project to a second phase (2008-2011) 
was essential. 
 
46. Mr. Mohamed al-Ghandour from the Ministry of Transport in Egypt made a presentation on behalf of 
Mr. Hassan Selim on the road and railway routes connecting Egypt with its neighbouring countries. He 
highlighted the existing and proposed railway connecting corridors with the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Saudi 
Arabia and the Sudan; and presented the road projects under study aimed at connecting Egypt with its 
neighbours.   
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47. Mr. Abdel Razzak Hassan, the representative of Iraq, briefed the Meeting on the current status of road 
and railway networks, as well as sea ports, in Iraq; and highlighted the planned projects to link Iraq with its 
neighbouring countries, namely, Jordan, Kuwait, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab 
Republic and Turkey. 
 
48. Mr. Ait Abdellah Boubeker, the representative of Algeria, gave a detailed presentation on the situation 
of the railway network in Algeria and the development of short- and long-term actions taken in that regard. 
He briefed the Meeting on the current development projects on east-west corridors in the Maghreb region, 
and the forthcoming projects due to be implemented by 2015 and 2025. 
 
49. Mr. Mahmoud al-Haffar, the representative from the Syrian Arab Republic, highlighted those new 
projects in road and railway networks directly related to interregional linkages of the project. He presented 
the corresponding maps and photographs of those projects.  
 
50. A joint representation by two ESCWA consultants, namely, Mr. Mohamed Sadeg and Mr. Fathi  
al-Tuni, and the Transport Team Leader at ESCWA, Mr. Nabil Safwat, highlighted the consolidated 
comparative study on transport and trade facilitation in Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and the Syrian Arab 
Republic. They briefed the participants on the objectives of the related studies in the four concerned ESCWA 
members, the methodology and main activities of those studies, and the nature of trade and transport, as well 
as the efforts that have been maintained to facilitate both. The presentation contained the main findings of 
the study and demonstrated the obstacles and the solutions of transport and trade facilitation. Additionally, it 
focused on the case study of Egypt that included a detailed description of a proposed comprehensive action 
plan for transport and trade facilitation in that country. 
 
51. Mr. Niels Rasmussen from ESCWA gave a presentation on the rationale for and process of 
establishing NTTFCs in the ESCWA region. Facilitation is viewed as an important part of the Integral 
Transport System in the Arab Mashreq (ITSAM). Approval and support for the establishment of NTTFCs 
were obtained from the twenty-first Ministerial Session of ESCWA in 2001 and the third session of the 
Committee on Transport in 2002. Subsequently, ESCWA prepared an NTTFC guide in Arabic, undertook 
several national facilitation studies and conducted a series of facilitation workshops in member countries. 
The campaign to establish NTTFCs was well received and, currently, eight ESCWA member countries have 
established such committees or steering committees, namely, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen.  
 
52. Mr. Gordan Anyango from ECA presented a summary of the cargo-tracking system in East African 
corridors. He briefed the Meeting about the advantages of that system in the countries where it is applied and 
the problems still facing its full implementation. 
 
53. Mr. Artur Bouten, expert from ECE Transport Division informed the participants of the significant 
advantages for trade, transport and Governments of acceding to the main legal instruments in the field of 
border crossing facilitation, as administered by ECE. In particular, he pointed out the important role of the 
TIR Convention of 1975, which provides the only existing global intermodal transit procedure for the 
development of national economies. Furthermore, he introduced other conventions, including the 
International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Controls of Goods of 1982, the Customs 
Convention on the Temporary Importation of Commercial Road Vehicles of 1956, and the Customs 
Convention on Containers of 1972, which could all yield substantial benefits to countries that accede to them 
and implement effectively their provisions. Mr. Bouten offered the expertise of ECE to countries in terms of 
preparing, acceding and implementing the legal parts of those important conventions.   
 
54. Ms. Geetha Karandawala from ESCAP gave a presentation on the non-physical obstacles to the 
smooth movement of goods in the ESCAP region and the strategies being implemented to address them, 
including the development and application of the ESCAP time and distance model, the promotion of 
important international conventions allying and strengthening trade and transport facilitation committees, 
and the development of multimodal transport and logistics and skills development and training. Additionally, 
the presentation highlighted some of the joint activities undertaken in transport facilitation under the 
ECE/ESCAP component of the project.   
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55. Experts from various participating countries, namely, Algeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Djibouti, Egypt, the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Tanzania informed the Meeting on their country facilitation status and developments. They recognized that 
non-physical obstacles, which are common phenomena in many countries, increase the transport costs, make 
their exports uncompetitive in international markets, increase the prices of imported goods and prevent their 
effective participation in international trade. Those obstacles include legislation that differs from one country 
to another; different and arbitrary taxes and charges; cumbersome, complex and time-consuming border 
procedures; unofficial payments and kickbacks; lack of adequate infrastructure; insufficient use of modern 
technology at borders; and inadequate know-how and training of personnel.  
 
56. Moreover, participating experts presented the progress made in their countries, including the 
establishment/strengthening of transport and trade facilitation mechanisms, as well as other measures taken 
to improve international transport.  
 
57. Mr. Ait Abdellah, the representative of Algeria, highlighted the measures of transport and trade 
facilitation taken for developing trade and transport.  
 
58. Ms. Ihab Mawaldi, the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic, focused on the stages of activities 
undertaken by NTTFC in that country and the role played by ESCWA in terms of offering technical support 
for it. Moreover, she listed the achievements of the Committee in strengthening trade and transport 
facilitation. 
 
59. Mr. Haydar Ozkan, General Delegate of IRU, presented conclusions and video highlights of the Black 
Sea Ring Highway Caravan, which was organized in public-private partnership with the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation Organization (BSEC) from Belgrade to Istanbul around the Black Sea Basin. Within that 
context, IRU expressed its readiness to organize an Asian highway caravan between Tokyo and Istanbul, as 
well as an Arab Mashreq road caravan from Dubai to Istanbul under the patronage of relevant regional 
commissions, namely, ESCAP and ESCWA, respectively. 
 
60. The participants noted with great interest the Black Sea Ring Highway Caravan and supported the IRU 
proposal for consideration and realisation by the relevant regional commissions. The Meeting was also 
informed of efforts aimed at promoting subregional corridors in Africa. 
 
61. Mr. Sohail Mitha from IDB presented an overview of the Bank in terms of establishment, mission, 
membership, strategic objectives, priority areas and cooperation with other financial institutions, and talked 
about its role in financing infrastructure and development projects especially in the transport sector. 
Additionally, he shared the experience of IDB and lessons learned from financing a number of national and 
interregional road projects in West Africa; and emphasized the importance of developing an international 
transport regulatory framework for transit agreements, customs procedure, and cross-border trans-shipment 
regulations, and showed interest in providing support in that regard. 
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Annex* 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
Algeria 
 
Mr. Ait Abdellah Boubakeur 
Deputy Director of Railways 
Ministry of Transportation 
1, chemin El Mouiz El Biar, Alger 
Tel: 00213-21.92.63.19 
Mobile: 00213-.71.36.65.74 
Fax: 0021-321926500 
E-mail: ait.b@hotmail.com 
   aitabdellah@minister-transports.gov.dz 
Web site: www.ministere-transports.gov.az 
 
Egypt 
 
Mr. Hassan Ahmad Selim 
Vice Chairman 
Transport Planning Authority 
Member of the National Committee for Transport 
  and Trade Facilitation in Egypt 
Cairo, 105 Kasr Al-Einy St. 
Tel: 202-27921592 
Mobile: 010-3932728 
Fax: 02-27946008 
E-mail: tpa_Egypt@msn.com 
 
Mr. Onsy Fahim Girgis 
Consultant to the Minister 
Ministry of Transport 
Egypt National Institution of Transport 
Tel: 202-22604884 
Mobile: 20-12-5946065 
 
Mr. Mahmoud Abou Alela 
Deputy Director  
Egyptian Customs Authority  
Cairo, Egypt 
 
Ms. Azza Ahmad M. Ghanem 
Central Director of Economic Affairs (TPA) 
Transport Planning Authority 
105 Kasr El Aini St. Cairo 
Tel: 27958125-795696 
Mobile: 012-3745350 
E-mail: azgh293@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Ahmed M. Abu Al-Yazid 
Manager 
Office of the Deputy Minister 
Cairo, 105 Qasr Al-Aini, Tahrir 
Tel: 22-7944460-202-27944460 
Mobile: 20-10-5811622 
Fax: 22-7946008 
 
Mr. Mohamad Al-Ghandour 
Economic Research 
Transport Planning Authority 
Tel: 272953644 
Mobile: 202-10-6008438 
Fax: 202-27946631 
E-mail: msabour@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Noor M. Rashad Elmitiny 
Research Assistant 
Egypt National Institution of Transport 
  (PhD Candidate) 
7 Abu Bakr st. Dokki, Giza 
Tel: 7601518 
Mobile: 1 (407) 668-0593 
E-mail: nelmitiny@gmail.com 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
Mr. Donat Bagula Mugangu 
Chef de Division Unique et Chargé de la 
  Coordination du suivi des questions Régionales 
Ministére des Transports Et Communications 
  Secrétariat General  
636. Av.de l’Aérodrome, Kinshasa/Ndolo 
Tel: 243-998182103 
Mobile: 243-998182103 
Fax: +448701300650 
E-mail: bagulamugangu@yahoo.fr 
 
Iraq 
 
Mr. Abdul Razzak Qaté Hassan 
Deputy Minister, Senior Consultant  
Ministry of Transport 
Mobile: 964-7901789000 
E-mail: ministeradvisor@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Mohammad Ali Hashem 
Baghdad Railways Transport Director 
Iraqi Republic Railways Company 
Tel: 7786033 
Mobile: 964-790-1574360 
Fax: 790-1-503984 
E-mail: mohamad_11_2007@yahoo.com 
 ___________________________ 

 *  Issued as submitted. 
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Iraq (continued) 
 
Mr. Sabah Noori Abdul-Rahman 
Assistant Director  
Transprot Committee 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 964-770-5366294 
Mobile: 964-790-1391769 
E-mail: captsabah@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Azza Ahmad Hussien 
Director of International Affairs Department 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 964-790-1924837 
E-mail: transportnew2004@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Sabah Abed Taki 
General Roads and Bridges Authority 
Ministry of Constructions and Housing 
Tel: 5310548 
Mobile: 0790-2394354 
E-mail: scrb-iraq2000.com 
 
Ms. Maysoon Khalil 
Office of the Minister 
Ministry of Transport 
Mobile: 964-790-1923144 
E-mail: m_abnee@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Firas Rasoul Jaffar 
Board Member 
Responsible of Foreign Relations Committee 
Tel: 8175262 
Mobile: 79-04-879167/79-01-188874 
E-mail: firas_alhamdani2000@yahoo.com 
 
Ivory Coast 
 
Mr. Nguessan N’guessan 
Directeur de la Programmation de l’Evaluation et 
  des Projets 
Ministère des Transports 
01 BP. 5752 Abidjan 01 Cote d’Ivoire 
Tel: 225-20217384 
Mobile: 225-05058102 
Fax: 225-20212311 
E-mail: nguessa_2ka@yahoo.fr 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Mahmoud Abdel Salam 
Head of Maritime Transport 
Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box. 35214 Amman 11180 Jordan 
Tel: 962 6 5518111 Ext: 229 
Mobile: 962 79 5060547 
Fax: 962 6 5527233 
E-mail: mabedalsalam@mot.gov.jo 
Website: www.mot.gov.jo   
 

Ms. Iman Ramahi 
Director of Survey and Land Acquisition 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
P.O. Box. 1220 
Tel: 962-6-5803830 ext: 4324 
Mobile: 962-079-6433313 
Fax: 962-6-5803833 
E-mail: eman.r@mpwh.gov.jo 
 
Mr. Abdalla Malkawi 
Railways Expert 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 962-6-5518111 ext: 232 
Mobile: 962-79-5406192 
E-mail: dr.malkawi@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Mohammad Al-Rifai 
Member Board of Directors 
Jordan Chamber of Industry  
P.O. Box. 212307 
Tel: 962-6-5664719 
Mobile: 962-79-553116  
Fax: 962-6-5664721 
E-mail: malrefai@special-lacure.com 
Web site: www.shoplacure.com 
 
Kuwait 
 
Mr. Fahad Al-Otaibi 
Secretary General  
Kuwait Land Transport Union 
P.O. Box. 29906 Safat 13160 Kuwait 
Tel: 2451704-2451705 
Fax: 2451705 
E-mail: fahad@kot-union.com.kw 
 
Palestine 
 
Mr. Mohammed Helou 
General Director- Financial and Management 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 
P.O. Box. Ramallah 399 
Tel: 970-02-2974235 
Fax: 970-02-2951321 
Mobile: 970-59-9671231 
E-mail: mah-185@hotmail.com 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Ghanem Al-Mohammadi 
Investment Consultant 
Saudi Arabia General Investment Authority 
  Transport Sector 
P.O. Box. 5927 Riyadh 11432 
Tel: 966 1 4484533- ext: 1175 
Mobile: 966 50 4495142 
Fax: 966 1 4569659 
E-mail: gmohamady@sagia.gov.sa 
Web site: www..sagia.gov.sa 
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Saudi Arabia (continued) 
 
Mr. Anas AL-AbdulWahed 
Senior Investment Specialist 
Delegate of Saudi Arabia General Investment 
  Authority, Transport Sector 
P.O. Box. 5927 Riyadh 11432 
Tel: 966 1 -4484533 ext: 1135 
Mobile: 966-55-1022684 
Fax: 966-1-4471052 
E-mail: aabdulwahed@sagia.gov.sa 
Web site: www..sagia.gov.sa 
 
Mr. Mohammad Al- Mani 
Managing Director-CEO 
President National Committee 
Council of Saudi Arabia Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box. 4223 Jeddah 21491 
Tel: 966 2 6918883 
Mobile: 966 555 611736 
Fax: 966 2 6917190 
E-mail: mo@fourwinds-ksa.com 
Web site: www.fourwinds.ksa.com 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Mahmoud Al-Haffar 
Director, Studies & Research and Environmental 
  Issues 
Ministry of Transport 
Abu Rumanah, Damascus 
Tel: 963-3331625 
Mobile: 963-944-590864 
Fax: 963-11-333162 
E-mail: mahmoudalhaffar@hotmail.com 
 
Ms. Ihab Almawaldi 
Director of planning and International 
  Relationships 
Public Establishment for Road Communication 
Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box. 34203 
Damascus 
Tel: 963 11 2227033 
Mobile: 963 933 640990 
Fax: 963 11 3244803-2452682 
E-mail: ihabm1@hotmail.com 
Website: ww.perc.gov.sy 
 
Ms. Maria Abboud 
Engineer 
Planning Department 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 963-11-6810302 
Mobile: 963-93-2435718 
E-mail: mariaabboud9@hotmail.com 

Tanzania 
 
Ms. Tumpe S.G. Mwaijande 
Senior Transport Officer 
Ministry of Infrastructure Development 
P.O. Box. 9144 Dar Essalaam 
Tel: 255-22-2122268 
Mobile: 225-754-917241 
E-mail: nnalatumpe@yahoo.uk  
Web site: www.infrasturcture.go.tz 
 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Ms. Badrya Al-Daheri 
Director, Land Affairs Department, a.i. 
National Transport Authority 
P.O. Box. 900 Abu Dhabi 
Tel: 971 2 4182222-04-2953330 
Mobile: 50-6114445 
Fax: 971 2 4182110 
E-mail: aldaheri@hotmail.com, 

Aldaheri_uae@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Khalifa Mohamed Al-Khaili 
Head of Traffic & Patrols Dep. 
Abu Dhabi Police General Head Quarter 
P.O. Box. 1449 Al Ain 
Tel: 03-7828533 
Mobile: 050-6151512 
Fax: 03-7073542 
E-mail: K_khaili@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Mohammed Dahi Sultan 
Ministry of Interior 
Tel: 41-96688 
Mobile: 6151514 
Fax: 4196602 
E-mail: mds-h@hotmail.com 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Ali Mohamad Ali Motafi 
Deputy Minister of Transport 
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 967-1-260902/260901 
Mobile: 967-7-711011115 
Fax: 967-1-260902 
E-mail: mutaafi_a@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Ahmed Mayad 
Asst. Deputy Minister of Transport  
Ministry of Transport 
Tel: 260904 
Mobile: 777411205 
Fax: 260902/1 
E-mail: dalt@mot.gov.ye 
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Yemen (continued) 
 
Mr. Hussien Mohammed Haidar 
General Director of Studies and Planning 
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 
Tel: 967- 1545153 
Mobile: 967-711101871 
Fax: 967-1545153 
E-mail: eng_haider7@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Yehya Al-Ashwal 
Head of Technical Office 
Ministry of Public Works and Highways 
Tel: 967-1-545153 
Mobile: 967-777228566 
Fax: 9671-448106 
E-mail: yehyaa@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Nabil Al-Wajih 
Director-General Legal Adviser 
Hodeidah Chamber of Commerce and Industry  
P.O.Box : 3370-4804 
Tel: 214380-211528 
Mobile: 7721740-73234245 
Tele fax: 00967-3-217671 
E-mail: hodcci@yemen.net.ye 
 
International Road Transport Union (IRU) 
 
Mr. Haydar Özkan 
General Delegate 
IRU Permanent Delegation to the Middle East 
  and Region 
Yapi Kredi Plaza, C Blok, Kat: 15 
Levent 34330 Istanbul, Turkey 
Telephone: +90-212-2849747 
Fax: +90-212-2849757 
E-mail: Istanbul@iru.org 
Web site: www.iru.org 
 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 
 
Mr. Sohail A. Mitha 
Senior Civil Engineer 
Project Officer 
Infrastructure and Finance Division, COD 3, IDB 
P.O. Box. 5925, Jeddah 
Tel: 966-2-6466600 
Mobile: 966-50-4594131 
Fax: 966-2-6467864 
E-mail: smitha@isdb.org 
Web site: www.isdb.org 
 
 
 
 

Experts/consultants 
 
Mr. Ahmed Farahat 
Professor Emeritus 
Institute of National Planning 
Cairo, Egypt 
Tel: 20-10-6425006 
E-mail: ahmad.farahat@gmail.com 
 
Mr. M. Rashad Elmitainy 
Prof. of Highways and Traffic Engineering 
Cairo University 
Egyptian Group for Engineering Consultation 
Giza, Egypt 
Tel: 202-5829599-5867968-5829685 
Fax: 202-5822908 
E-mail: egec@egec-houseofexpertise.com 
   r.elmitiny@egec-houseofexpertise.com 
 
Mr. Hatem Abdel-Latif 
Professor 
Faculty of Engineering 
Ein-Shams University 
Cairo, Egypt 
Mobile: 20-12-7909283 
Fax: 202-26719620 
E-mail: hatema9@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Mohamed Sadek Serag 
Assoc. Prof. of Transportation 
Planning and Traffic Engineering 
Suez Canal University 
Faculty of Engineering 
Port Said, Egypt 
Tel: 20-06-3405760 
Mobile: 20-012-1701088 
Fax: 20-66-3341234 
E-mail: sadelk1234@hotmail.com 
   ms@interbuild-eng.com 
 
Mr. Fathi El-Touni 
Consultant 
Egypt, New Cairo 
1st complex, Building 209A, App.6 
Tel: 202-24468408 
Mobile: 02-103816677 
Fax: 20-663341235 
E-mail: f_altony@hotmail.com 
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Economic and Social Commission for Western 
  Asia (ESCWA) 
 
Mr. Nabil Safwat 
Project Coordinator 
Team leader, Transport  
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh El-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 978342 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-Mail: safwatn@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
Mr. Bassam Anani 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh El-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 978358 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: anani@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
Mr. Niels Rasmussen 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh El-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 978356 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: rasmussenn@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
Ms. Mona Fattah 
Research Assitant 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh El-Solh 
Bierut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 978350 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: fattahm@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 
 
Ms. Siham El Sabeh 
Staff Assistant 
Transport Team 
Globalization and Regional Integration Division 
UN House, Riadh El-Solh 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel: 961 1 978346 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: elsabeh@un.org 
Web site: www.escwa.org.lb 

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
 
Mr. Michalis Adamantiadis 
Chief, Transport and Infrastructure Development 
  Section 
Transport Division 
8-14, avenue de la Paix 
Palais des Nations CH-1211, Geneva 10 
Tel.+41229171128 
Fax.+41229170039 
E-mail: michalis.adamantiadis@unece.org  
 
Mr. Artur Bouten 
Legal Officer 
Transport Division 
Palais, des Nations CH-1211, Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: 41-22-9172433 
Fax: 41-22-9170039/0614 
E-mail: artur.bouten@unece.org 
 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
  the Pacific (ESCAP) 
 
Ms. Geetha Rodrigio Karandawala 
Chief, Transport Facilitation Section 
Transport and Tourism Division 
Rajdamnern NOK Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 Thailand 
Tel: 66-2-2881376 
Fax: 66-2-2806042 
Email: karandawala.unescap@un.org 
 
Mr. Dong-Woo Ha 
Chief, Transport Infrastructure Section 
Transport and Tourism Division 
Rajdamnern NOK Avenue 
Bangkok 10200, Thailand 
Tel: 662-2881515 
Fax: 662-288-3050,1020 
E-mail: hadw@un.org 
Web site: www.unescap.org 
 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) 
 
Ms. Marie Therese Guiebo 
Economic Affairs Officer 
NEPAD and Regional Integration Division 
  (NRID) 
P.O. Box. 3005 Addis Ababa 
Tel: 251-11-5445352 
Fax: 251-11-5153005 
E-mail: mguiebo@uneca.org 
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Economic Commission for Africa 
  (ECA) (continued) 
 
Mr. Robert Lisinge 
Transport and Trade Facilitation specialist 
Trade, Finance and Economic Development 
  Division 
P.O.Box: 3005, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-11-544-3443 
Mobile: 251-911-886054 
Fax: 251-11-551-3038 
E-mail: lisinge@uneca.org 
 
Mr. Mohammed Jemal 
Transport Consultant 
NEPAD and Regional Integration Division (NRID) 
W.17 k.20.H.no.5112 Addis Ababa 
Tel: 00251-11-620213 
Mobile: 00251-911-654710 
E-mail: momjemal@ethionet.et 

Ms. Temint Tadesse 
Staff Assistant 
NEPAD and Regional Integration Division (NRID) 
P.O. Box. 3001, A.A, Ethiopia 
Tel: 251-11-5445391 
Mobile: 251-911-674781 
Fax: 251-11-5153005 
E-mail: temnitt@uneca.org 
 
East Africa Subregional Office 
 
Mr. Gordon J. Anyango 
Senior Economic Affairs Officer 
Eastern Africa, Subregional Office 
P.O. Box. 4654 Kigali Rwanda 
Tel: 250-586548 
Mobile: 250-08-485858 
Fax: 250-586546 
E-mail: anyango@uneca.org 
 

 
 

 
 


